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PREFACE. 



SVon tbe eerlUtt recoUectiMiof tfa* compiler of tbb work, 
be haa Bought for a complete and satiafoctory Inograplij of 
JtoBOUC £kimrT ; but tip to the present time he has been 
nBsnccemfuL Feeling, in commoD vith his CoimtrTinen, 
tlie need of micb a bode, he haa been impelled to the taek 
before him. It is not hoped that the deficiency will be 
aupplied by Uie produCtJon of the folloving pages ; yet tba 
cpiiipiler entertains the belief that it vill, in some degree, 
fill da desideratum, «nd be well received by Irishmen. He 
feels certain that they wiU gladly welcome it h) the world 
cf letters, for two reMons; Mrit, bfm a strong lore for the 
memory of the man. Bteon^y, that, while ponderooa Tol* 
uiDBB of biography ate afloat ia.thfl land, of meo lew di»- 
tinguidied, a life of Eidcxit may be found that la in wnw 
degree worthy of the man. 

The Mily reeommeadation which the aompiler can offer 
trith tiuB volume, is th^t it ia puUisbed from the strong 
impnlses of an Irish heart; and with the tole design to 
nmmemorate a nwiB.dear to every batiT« of the Qreea 
Ida, ^ 

The works caaAilted is the preparation of this work, 
were prin^pally— " Life, l^ial and Oonrersations of Bobeit 
Unmett, Ac" it Uttla Tolnme published originally in Lou- 
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doD, tad re-prmt*d in tluB oonntiy- bj S. dodditigtoD, of 
Kew Yorki "Oarraa and bU CooUmpocwio^" by Ctuilei 
PfaiUipi, En]. ; uid " PbUlips' BpeeEhM." la addltiM to 
lb*M, h« bn derived nnieh valuable information from navt- 
papen and tna^asiDei, and tmta iadindoaU vbo V«a aiw- 
temparariM of lb. SxHnr's. 

J. W. R, 
CAoriMtM, <& C. 
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tioo — In College — In Prance — ^a eSbiia for tjbertj. 

The intriotio heart in ereiy land thrills at 
the, mentioQ of a name which has become il- 
Instrioiis £ar ' self-sacrificing derotton to hit 
conntry — a man who vcriuatarily laid down his 
life /or the amelioration of the condition of his 
dowa-trodcten eonatrymen. History fumiBhes 
few sneh iastaaces of trae patriotism'as that of 
RoBEKT EmaaTt It finds a paialtel only in the 
bfe of If oses — who gave up all worldly pros- 
pects of honor for iuA oppressed fellows— cho6» 
ing to Baff«r a season with them and endeavor 
to liberate them from botklage, rather than be 
exalted to Egypt's highest honors. Very stm- 
Barwas the patriotism of Bmmett. From his 
superior mind add many accomplishments, there 
is no dpubt but he could have attained great 
eminence atnong the men of his day ; but h6 



■,C(K>tjl>J 



3 Lira OF EHUIfrT. 

EacFtficed tiiis hope, and even his life, for his 
oppressed and beloved country. What patriot, 
then, will not delight to do him honor, and go 
with us, while we recite a few passages in his 
eventful life ? 

^ Robert Emmett was born in the city of 
Dublin, during the j»ar X782.* His father, 
Dr. Emmett, was for many years stat? physi- 
cian in Dublin. Thomas Addis Emmett, his 
brother, Civae to America, and was for several 
years a member of the New YOTkbar; in which 
he practised with distinguished success. He 
had abandonal, before the rebellion of 1798, a 
respectable situation at the Irish bar, . in or^ 
der to project and carry into execution,, the 
schemes of that day for an Irish republic, 
and was consequently, with Dr. M^Nain and 
several other patriots, deported to America. 
He had one oUier brother, Temple, of whom his 
fMheronce asked : "Well, Temple, what wonld 
you do for your country ? Addis would kill 
his sister for his country I Would you kill 
your brother? would you kiD me?". Little, 
alas ! did that iinhappy father foresee the con- 
sequences of the lesson he w&s incidcating t 
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und little did Mr. Cubran dretun, when he 
ridiculed " this n;ioniiiig draught" of the doc- 
tor's, how mournfully it was one day to afiect 
himself. 

Of this family, Temple the eldest, passed 
dirough the Ujiiversity withsuch success that it 
B said his examiners chtmged, in his case, the 
nsttal sqiprobation of valde bene into the more 
laudable one of "0,quam bene!" His rUe 
at th« Irish bar was unexampled, and at the 
early age of thirty, with a reputation to Which 
time could Dot have added, he was called away 
fromi the scenes of this life to the realities of 
the unknown world. 

The second brother, Thouas Addis, to whom 
we have before briefly alluded, was a man of 
great and comprehensive mind ; of the warm- 
est and sincerest affection for his friends J and 
of a firm and steady adherence to his princi- 
jdes ; to whichjie sacrificed much, and would, 
if it had'been necessary, have sacrificed his 
life. He was originally intended for a physi- 
cian, and had actually graduated at Edinburgh, 
when the premature death of Temple chang- 
ed hEB course, aqd by the advice of his fellow 
student. Sir Jahes Macintosh, he relinquished 
medicine for the la w. Had he confined him- 
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self to his profession, there could have heetn no 
doubt, from the eniinettce to which he soon at- 
tained, of his ultimately realizing every object of 
his ambition. As we before noticed, he became ' 
entangled bo much with the politicis of the day, 
that, with the consent of the GoTemmont, he 
was self-expatriated. It does not appear that 
he committed any indictable offence, but he 
was amember of the Executive Directory, aftd 
had so embarked his enthusiasm and his* tal- 
ents in the cause, that retract he could not, and 
to proceed was death. He left his native land 
for America, yet his memory was still fresh 
there. Peter BurrdWes, his friend and cor- 
respondent, (ui the teeth of an act of Parlia- 
ment) used to revel in the recollection of him. 
The following anecdote, which he frequently 
repeated, and with great effect, vividly exhib- 
its the intrepidity of the man. A malcontent 
had been convicted of taking the United Irish- 
man's oath, tdiich, as a curiosity, is- here in-' 
serted: 

" I, A B, in the presence of God, do pledge 
myself to my cotintry, that I will use all my 
abilities and in^ente in the attainment of aa 
adequate and imparti&l representation of the 
Irish nation in Parliament ; and as a means of 
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absolute and immediate necessity in the attain- 
ment of this chief good of Irelcuid, I will en- 
(Leatror, as much as lies in my power, to tot- 
waid a brotherhood of afieotioD, an identity of 
interests, atoromunion of rights, and a iinion 
of power, among Irishmen of all religious per- 
stusions, without which every reform in P£U'- 
liament must be partial, not rational, inadequate 
to the wants, delusire to the wishe?, and iu- 
sufficieut for the freedom and happiness of this 
oouiitry." 

Bhmett, on motion for arrest of judgment, 
after exhausting his learning and ingenuity, 
astonished his hearers with this startling ao- 
Oodacement^: T" ^nd fnow, my lords, here, in 
the presence _of the legal court, this "crowded 
auditory — in the presence of the Being that 
witnesses and directs this^, judicial tribunal — 
even here, my lords, I, Thomas Anuis Euhett, 
declare—/ take the oath ! " And while bar, 
bench, and auditory, "held tbeir breath," h« 
kissed the book ! All men^ seemed literally so 
stunned by this daring and hazardous experi- 
ment, that it passed unreprehended. However, 
that the offence was indictable, was placed be- 
yond doubt, for the court sustained the judg- 
ment. 

C3.I; :i-.,C(K>tjl>J 



6 lifs of EMUETT. 

After an imfH-isohntent of four years in Port 
Oeorg«, in violation of an express promise, the 
staW prisoners, Mr. Ehhett among the rest, 
were released, and in 1804, at the age of 40, 
he landed in America. After some besitatiMi. 
as to whether he wotitd not pursue his original 
profession as a physician, he at length detei> 
mined on the bar. His call, without a prelim:- 
inary probation of three years, met the opposi- 
tion of Chancellor KEiiiT, then Chief Justice oC 
the Stipreme Court, who at length yielded to 
the entreaties of his brethren ; and, by a sus- 
pension of its rules, he became an American 
barrister. Prom the family of the Cwktons, 
the chief of which waa then Governor of the 
State of New York, he received both advice 
and countenance, and at their suggestion he 
located himself in the city of New York. Still 
all was not fair weather. America, the Utopia 
of his republican idolatry, had its feuds and its 
parties. There were those in New York for 
whom Ehmett was too republioaii. Partly 
from an antipathy to his politics, and partly, it 
is to be feared, from professional jealousy, the 
Federalist party at the local bar, outraged all de- 
cency 80 for as to refuse to hold briefs with 
Ilim! But be who had braved powei in its 
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Stronghold, was not tbe man to quail befoie 
such a confederacy as- that. He confronted 
and crashed it, and reaped not mt^ely the 
pecmaiary revaids, hot ^vbatof cwrse hs prized 
more, the honors of ihe professioD. His eoe- 
mies cowered before hini — Ctwnceltor Kent 
rejoiced in the recuitatioQ. of his hostility, and 
the expatriated Iriehmas became Attorney Geor 
wal of the State of New York. It was, indeed, 
fuienviable elevation, because attained by no 
nuworthy art or aerrile compromise, but fairly 
earned by splendid talents, indefatigable indus- 
try, and stem independence. . It requires some 
experience of the difficulties he overcame, in a 
strange land, amid .envious rivals, friendless and 
isolated, to estimate his merits. There are 
some interesting incidents recorded of the 
manner in which Mr. Ekhett met his enemies. 
Amoi^ these, one of the most formidable, and 
also the most eminent, was Rufus Kinc. Eh- 
HETT, it will be observed, owed him an ancient 
grudge, and avenged it on the occaeuon of 
King's being a candidate for Governor of New 
York, in 1807. At a-meeting of the Irish in 
diat city, ho bitterly assailed the Federal candi- 
date, and was in tum as bitterly assailed by 
him, and by the pieas in his interest. EauBetc 
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retorted, in a letter, his chaises gainst King, 
one of which was his interference, as «nbassEidoff 
at the Court of St. James's to prevant the stale 
prisoners from residii^ in America I — a cruel, 
and, from siich a qnarter, a scandalous mterfep* 
ence. However, America, uarrersd America, 
has long sinee^by a nebleand generous hospitality 
vindicated her character frcnn any participation 
ID such a [Moceeding. ^Yonr interference was 
then, sir," writes Emmett, "made the pretext 
foe detaining us four years in custody, by which 
very extensile and useful plans of settlement 
within these States were broken up. The 
misfortunes which you Ivought upon the object* 
of your persecution were incalculable. Almost 
all of us wasted four of the best years of onr 
lives in prison. As to me, I should have 
brought along with me my father, and his 
family, including a brother, tchose name per" 
hapSf even ifou will not read vitkout emotion* 
of sympathy and respect. Others, nearly con- 
nected with me, would have become parteera 
in my emigration. But all of them hare bpen 
torn from me. I have been prevented from 
saving a brother — from receiving the dying 
blessings of a father, jnother, and sister — and 
Irom soothing their last agcniea by my cares-; 

C3.I; :i-.,C(K>tjl>J 
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and tiiis, sit, by yottr unwfuraDfoble and tm- 
feeliQg interferetiee." 

Who, on reading this, can refuse a tear to 
thefateof Rob^etEmhext? What virtneswere 
not shorn of (heir effect:— vhat taJeots were not 
rohbed of their infltietiee— by this monstrous 
interference of King t Had this not happened, 
instead of expiating his love of country on a 
scaffold, the eubjectof this memoir might hare 
wreathed fresh laurels for his native land, and 
repaid with service, and requited with glory, 
the land of his adoption. It were vain to 
speculate on what tnighthave been ; but sure- 
ly never was a dawn more splendid, overcast, 
or a fairer spring blighted in its promise. 

Mr..£lHHETT thus - proceeds in his letter to 
Eing-: " Your friends, when they accuse me 
of want of moderation towards-you, are won- 
derfully mistaken; They do not reflect, or 
know, that I have never spoken of you, vrtth- 
out Atppressing, as I now do, personal feelings 
that rise up within mo, and swell my heart 
with indignation and resentment.- The step 
you took was unauthorized by your own Gov- 
ernment. Whether our conduct in Ireland was 
right or 'wrong, yon have no justification for 
yours. The cwi8titnti<Hi apd laws d this coun- 

[3.l:.-;i=,G0Ogle 
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trygare you nopover to requite of the British 
Govermuent that it should vJotat« its &uth, and 
withdraw frMu us its conaenno the place we 
had fixed upon for our voluntary emigration ; 
neither the President nor you were warranted 
to prevent our touching these shores: These 
remarks I address, vlth all becoming reelect, to 
one whom Am press describes as " the first 
man in the country." Yet, in -fact, I do not 
clearly see in what consists your sixperiority 
over myeeli It is true, you have been a resi- 
dent Minister at the Court of St. James', and 
if what I have read in the public jnints be 
true, and if you be apprised of my near rela- 
tionship and family coimection with the late 
Sir JoBK Templr, you must acknowledge that 
your interference, as aMinisteF,again3t my be- 
ing permitted to emirate t© America, is a very 
curious instance of the caprice of fortune. Bat 
let that pass. To what extent I ought to yield 
to you for talent and information, it is not for 
me to decide. In no other respect howtver, 
do I feel your excessive supeciority. My pri- 
vate character and conduct are, I hope, as fair 
as yours % and even in those matters which I 
consider as trivial, butupon which aristocratic 
pride is accustomed to etamp a value, I should 

C3.I; :i-.,C(K>tjl>J 
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not be inclined to shrink -'from cotepetition. 
My birth, certainly, will not hiimble me by the' 
comparison. My paternal fortune was proba- 
bly much greater than yours ; the considera- 
tion in which the name was held in my native 
country, was as gpeat as yours was ever likely 
to be, before I had an opportunity of contribu- 
ting to its celebrity. As to the amount of what 
private fortune I have been able to save &om 
the wreck of calamity, it is unkown to you or 
your friends ; but two things I will tell you — 
I never was indebted, eithCT mu thef country 
from which I came, or in any other in which I 
have lived, to any man, further thtui the" neces- 
sary credit for the currant expenses of a family, 
and am not so circumstajn^ed that I should 
" tremble for my subsistence" at the threatened 
displeasure of your friends. Circumstances 
which cannot- be controlled, have decided that 
my name mi^t .be embodied in history. From 
the manner in which my politick adversaries, 
and BMne of my cotemporary historians, une- 
quivoc^y htwtile to my principles, already 
speak of me, I have the consolation of reflect* 
ing that, when the falsehoods, of the day ate 
wither^ ^d rotten, I shall be respected and 
esteemed. You, sir, will probably be- forgotten 
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when I.shalibe remembeted with honor- or, 
if peradv«ittiirc, your uame should descend to 
posterity, youwill be onlyknowuasthe tecord- 
ed instrumetit of part of my'persecutioiis, suf- 
ferings aad misfortunes." 

Nor was this tiie only occasion on which 
be had to encounter the virulence of an 
ex-emkassadcr. It rcolJy opjearsos if a resi- 
dence in Europe, as Minister of Slate, and ac- 
cess to its courts, rather polished away a little 
of the roughness of republicanism. Ooe is 
somewhat surprised to £nd the [nlriotiem of 
the exile, his lov9 of freedom, and the sacri- 
£ces he volunteered for it, cost upou him as 
reproaches by any man in America ! Yet such, 
it would seem, were the weapons' cm [Joyed l.y 
Mr. PiNCKNEY when opposed to Enhett, in 1 8 1 5, 
in the Supreme Coiulof the Uuited Slates, at 
Washiagtou. Emmett's demcauor was such iu 
noticing it, that shame extMted next day frc^n 
his defeated adversary an eulogium, which he 
doubtless estimated at its true v,'orth. " I am," 
sail Mr. Eramett, "Me. Pjnokney's equal iu 
bir<h, in rank, in connections; It is true, I am 
an hishmaii. It is true that, in attempting to 
rescne an oppressed, brave, and generous-heart- 
ed people, I have been driven from the forunn 
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ui my own land. It is true ttiat I came to 
Ameiica for refuge, and sought {ffotection be- 
neath her Constitutioa and laws. It is also 
triie that my learned antagonist will never gath- 
er a fresh wreath of laurel, or add lustre to his 
well earned fame, hy elhiditig to those facts ia 
a tone of mal^naut triumph. I kuow i^it by 
what name arrogasco. and presumption may be 
called on this side of the water, hut I am etire 
he never couM have acquired those mamiera iu 
the polite circles of Europe, which he has so 
long frequented as a public minister." 

Thomas ^ddis E»xett pursued his prosper- 
ous career at the American bar, having chang- 
ed e:)Ty into honor and respect, till the month 
of November, 1S27, closod the toils and per- 
ils of his checkered life. He was employed all 
day in court in ati iDi[x>rtant cause, and was 
. busily taking notes for a reply, when, suddeiily 
drooping, he leaned his head helplessly on the 
tahle. It was too clear. A fit of apoplexy 
<ad suddenly seized him, and the few last lines 
legible on his faper plainly manifested the tre- 
mor mid which they Were written. He never 
rallied ; and his loss seems to have cast a gloom 
over tiie whole community. The Common 
Ot-Hacii of the city of Kew York woro an em- 
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blem of mourning for thirty days| thfe highest 
funetionaries of the law caOie to tlie following 
resolution: "The Judges now present most 
deeply deplore his death, and will unite with 
their associate Justices and othet public func- 
tionaries, and with their fellow-citizens, in tes- 
tifying their regard for the deceased, -their ad- 
miration of his talents, aad ■Aei( approbation 
of his virtues," 

His brethren of the bar erected a tablet to 
his memory, thus inscribed : 

Thouaa. Adbis. Emu&tt. 

. . TIRO. 

DooTRiKA. Sore. SciehtiA' ELO^UENrrA. 

Inter. Hkc. Siibselua. et. Officii. Mcjnera, 
Stmrri. Morte. CoaBEPTO. 

SOCH. FORENSES. PoSOERANT. 

Iq addition to this, the citizens of New 
York erected a hadsome marble monument to 
him, thirty feet ia height, in the cemetery of 
St. Paul's Choreh, in Broadway, upon' which, 
was inscribed ; — - - 
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IN BTSHORT or 

THOMAS ADDIS EMJiETT, 
- ' Who 

ExemT^ified in his couduct, 

And adorned by hia 

- Integrity, 

The policy and principles 

Of Ihe United Irishmen — 

" To formard a brotherhood 

Of affection, 

" A coramimity of rights, 

An idcirtity of interests. 

And a union of power 

.Among Irishmen - 

Of every religious persuasion, 

J^s tlio onlj' -means of Ireland's 

Chief good, 

An impartial and .adequate 

Representation 

In an Irish Parliament" 

For this, 

(Mysterious fate of virtne !) 

■ Exiled from his native land. 

Ih America, the laud of freedom, 
He found a second eouatry, 
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Which paid his love 
By reverencing fai« genias. 

Learned in ow hws 

And in the laws of Europe, 

In the literature of otir times 

And in that of antiquity, 

All knowledge 

Seemed subject to his use. 

An orator of the first order, 

Clear, copious, fervid. 

Alike powerful 

To kindle the imagination. 

Touch the affections, 

And sway the reason aad the will. 

Simple in his tastes, 

Unassuming in his manners, 

Frank, generous, kind-heuted, 

And honorable, 

His private life was. beautiful, 

As his public course was 

Brilliant. 

Anxious to perpetuate 

The name and example of such a man, 

Alike illustrious by his 

Genius, his virtues, and his fate j 

Consecrated to their afiecliona 
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By bis sacrifices, his perils, 
An^ the deeper «alaiaitios 

Of his kindred, 

la ft just and, holy cause ; 

His sympathizing countrymen 

Elected thiis monument aiid 

'Genotai^. 

Bom at Cork, 24th April, 1764, 
He died in this city, 
14th November, 1827. 

. Before closing thi? dutch, imd resiuning the 
main design of this work, we insert the foUov- 
ing eloquent description by Hr. D^n^ an emi- 
nent advocate, and one who was not among his 
intimate associates : '.' Thomas Addis Gukbtt, 
in head and ia heart, and in no vulgar sense of 
the term, was a great man ; and as an orator, 
with the single exception of Buske, UDsiirpassed 
by any tfaethis country has produced. Superior 
in ju<%Dieat, in' taSte, in the extent and vaiisty 
of his leafhing, in persevering skill, in chastened 
fervor, in true pathos, the abilities of Emhett 
were nerer displayed on their proper theatre. 
His large and philo«)phic views of society, go- 
vemment and law — his ample stores of knowl- 
edge' — his utuivalted promptitude and invaria- 
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ble self-conUBUid — his elocBtioa, flowing, co- 
pious, rapid, unlimited in the nuige, most fertile 
iti the choice of hjs language — ^his brilliant 
imagination and ardent 'feeliags, vhen most 
excited, accustomed to obey the anggestions of 
his reason — hia powers of sarcasm and irony, 
rarely exerted, but when put forth, resistless ; 
and above all, that imperitorial tone of voice (U* . 
the phrase be allowed) which his genius ena- 
bled him without affectation to assume, in a 
deliberative and popular assembly, would have 
coibbincd to invest him with cootroBing 
sway."* ■ 

" R<ffiEKT ExMETT," says one of his biogra- 
phers, " was moulded in nature's baj^iest form 
for his destined service. He possessed the 
physical qualities necessary for an accomplish- 
ed speaker — ^with high intellect to master and 
employ knowledge — with imagination and feel- 
ings to sway the passions and command the 
heart-— with the power of incessant labour to 
cdllect, discif^ine, and perfect the valued mate- 
rials of a revolutionwy measure — he wa« emi- 
nently calculated for the task which he had 



* We Kre [ndncipsUj imlebted, for tbe fortgoing ikel&h of 
Hr. Thomas Addis Gmmelt. to a new work bj Csaulk 
Pbiuipb, 1^., «ntitied "Onnvn wicl his Oaoieaipotanvi." 
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Qtideitaken. And, had success depetided iipoa 
the worth and the virtues of one man, Emmett 
would novr have beea hailed as the UboratOT of 
his conntry." 

At a very early age, he waa sent to school 
to the ReT. Mr. Lkwes, who, though a mi&i»- 
ter of the Established Church, was yet bo enemy 
to its mtHiopoHsmg power and persecutiog spi- 
rit towards his Catholic fellow-subjects. Th« 
imi»essioDs which Binmett : received trom thik 
good man tasted him through life. His young 
iDiQd-w:is then filled with a detestation <^ 
tyranny and injustice. 

When sixteen years of age, hb entered Tria~ 
ity College. Here his {vogress in classical and 
. tnathematical knowledge soon gained him hon- 
or and reputation. But his heated spirit had 
faeen worked up by the political enthusiasm in 
which he hail been early initiated, and he be- 
^on to show signs «f the fnture course he was 
to pursue. At; the Historical Society to which 
he belonged, he exjNreffied his sentiments to 
freely on English influence in Ireland, that he 
came wider the suspicions of Lord Chancellor 
Clare, who afterwards expelled him from C!ol- 
Ieg«j for denotincing> in a speech he made, the 
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EnglMi fdim of GoTerQmeQt,'and advocatiog 

tiist of a republic . 

He bad already been so unguarded in his 
conduct, during the rebellion of 179^, as to be- 
come Em object of the vigilance of the Ooyem- 
m«it, and bad found it best to leare Irekud 
while tbe habeas ixrjnta act was suspended- 
He fled to the continent, where an. active coi^ 
Tespondence was. set on foot by tlie French 
Goveramenl. Emmett, togetberw^h tbe.lead- 
ers of the preceding Irish Rebellion were muo- 
moned to Paris. Consultations were bald with 
them, and the organization of anotho" revcdu- 
tion was centmenced wid prosecuted with in- 
creasing diligence. Napoleon Bon^Kurte, iheo 
Kmperor of France, aided them by every means 
in his power. Emmett was made the director 
and mover of fhis new attempt to liberate Ire- 
land from British dominion. ' ' 

On the expiration of tbe su^nsion of the 
habeas corpus act, Emmett returned to Dub- 
Un^ but thought it ;«adent, for the forwaiding 
df the revolution, to live privately. He took 
private lodgings at Harold's Cross, under the 
assumed name of Hewitt At this place his 
meetintcs with hit coniederates were held. 
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These petite; of coarse, bailed with delight the 
oppoEtmiity of reHjonubeOcin^ another attempt 
at subverting British powet in Irdand ; and 
while «Hne spread themselves over the connti^ 
in erety diiection, others fixed themselves in 
the metropolis. 

For about four m(»)tb8 after his arrival, noth- 
ing t£ Gmmett's plans tran^ired. @oon after 
tfie King's fH»clamation, on! the 8th of Jttaich, 
conceiving the moment of nuional alarm at the 
renewal of hostilities and a threatened inva- 
stoD, favorable to his projects, he became more 
active in hia preparations. The whole of hia 
family portion, ^f4lich consisted of £3 600, he 
devoted to his enthosiasm- - In the beginning 
of Afsil/ he quitted his lodgings at Huold's 
Cross, with the name** of Hewitt, and in the 
new name of Ellis, he took the leasa of a 
house, for which he paid sisty-one guineas, in 
Butterfield Lane, near Rathfomham. - Here 
he harangued his associates, and encouraged 
them b y hopes of a happy result to theii labors, 
which aJas ! were never realized. 

" Liberty,' said he, " is the child of opjwes- 
sion, and the birth of the o&pring is the death 
of Uie parent; while tyranny, like the poetical 
desert bird, is consomed in SfWes ignited by 
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itself, and its whale existence is spent • ID {*o- 
Tiding the means of Bel&destniction. We have 
a ccHnplete exemplification of this in the past 
history and present state of Ireland, where in- 
crease of numbera and increase of intelligence 
bare been the direct resist of that system 
which too long has rtded this kingdom. 

"Thfl relentless oppression of the En^ish 
GDvemmsDt forced the peSpIe into habite of 
temperance — necessity made them abstemious, 
uid time reconciled them to their wholesoras 
esculent, which providentially came like the 
manna of the desert, to feed the sojoumets in 
the laiid of tlteir fathers. 

*' When nature is easily satisfied, and the 
necessaries of 'life -procm^d with little labor 
andcare,iacreaseofpopBlation willfollow: be- 
cause parents, who are contested with their 
own condition will feel no uneasiness for thdir 
offspring, who can, without any difficulty, )vo- 
core a situation similar to their own. Emigra- 
tioa f rom SQch a country was not to be expect* 
ed; formenwhosemoderate wants were amply 
satisfied at home, had no need to seek else- 
where for wealth they did not desire, or dis- 
tinetioos they did not value. Besides, Ireland 
has dways had pe<;uliai attraction»ia retaining 
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her childceQ ; &S^ot(diqian loves a Scctehnuu^ 
iMit aa Hibetniei] loves the - gfeen fi^ds of bit 
yomh^ aad to enjoy these there mo few pnv^ 
tioDs to #hich he will not cheerfully sulHnit. 
The - eceeatrtc humor, the boisterous mirth, 
the ^ind and social intercenrse, that cluunctei' 
ice the peasantry, likewise spread their cluuzns, 
and generally succeeded in subduing the aspi- 
ring notions of adventurers, and helped to retain 
ihe people at home. When to these were add- 
ed ^e^nrements of a more tender kind, and 
when no restraint was ^aced upon the natural 
instinet of man, we must not wonder that Ire- 
land is blessed with a population without a 
parallel in Kurope>. 

. " TbebaseandcowsrdlybODductoftbelri^ 
proprietors in deserting' the country, tbough at 
the moment a grievance, was absolut^y produoi- 
tive of good. Their large doBtains wete parr 
celled out to. bumble cottages-; farms were di- 
yided and subdivided ; cabins every where raiih 
ed their unostentatious roofs; and every floor 
was blessed with a numerous progeny. 

•' Ireland has been forced into agriculture;*' 



•AdftinruiiBK.— 'The mother sad oune of a militttry 
population. Ireland hu been forced into this. It wm 
tltonght Ehehftdmok-uadelthAubitiuj tfrann; of British 
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and this still farther teqds to inere&sa the pop- 
nlatioD, and to give her that 'potitical impor- 
tance she uevet could hare acquired if the pso- 
j4e had been , immuied in mineral dungeons, 
cvconfiaed to the fetid vapoui^ of a maBu£u>- 
luring Bastile. ftaral lab<» is sot more condu" 
cive to the health of the body, than it ia bene- 
fieial to ^e exercise of the mind ; tiod we 
always find the agrRruUivst mp^or to &e 
Biechanle, not only iaiiJiysicBi'StreBgth, but in 
moral energy. The one is a natural stddier, 
who commands respect, and exaoW considera- 
tion ; while the other is a mere animated iha- 
chine, whose ideas serve but as iDtemal wheels 
to lieep his hands in motion,' His frame is 
distorted, his mind cripfJed, and his courage 
annihilated ; bat the agriculturist is a man BuCh 
as nature intended— fearless, actire and reso- 
lute ; the air h« breaUies ensures him health ; 
die ground he tills suf^tlies him with snsten- 
ance; uid his oceupuiops make him mtsal, 



moar^;. L«t tb« proud Briton ttgiU hinuelf in Uia 
wholtM)pie air of minea aad irorluhop^ anil become ogeified 
In the BtrraigthtaioK attitddea of moBotixioaa Uber; vbii« 
the degraded iFiebman drawa health and nuiabcr, and 
fierceness um) fores, and baeomea too' nimlile to. ^ caught 
Iqr bii crippled oimer, -who hobUee a&v and threiUeiii 
vitbiiiacrutelLi' 
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hardy and brave. This is a copy of a million 
portraits, and they are dl found io Ireland. 

' The aspirations of fcivilized man after free^ 
dom are coeval with his existence. His rights, 
like the mountais torrent, may be diverted 
from theii oHginal channel, but cannot be effec* 
taally impeded in thdf course. Dams may bo 
raised to stop the coming stream ; but, if the 
coBgtegated waters cannot find another way to 
the place of their destination, they will burst 
through every opposition, and overwhelm in 
destrtiction oll'the worlis of lordly and presump- 
tive man.' 

'But we find,' observed a bystander, 'that 
very populous countries have continued in 
slavery.' 

' Numbers,* rejoined Emm^tt, ' whose minds 
are more enslaved than ^eir bodies, may sub- 
mit to injustice ; but numbers, inspired with in~ 
telligence, never can. The Irish people axe not 
only shrewd, biit informed ; and for this good, 
ifs well as for every other blessing they possess, 
they are indebted to the folly and wickedness ■ 
of their governors. Divide el impera has long 
been the maxim of those who oppressed us ; bu( 
the result has been the reverse of tReir antic^ 
Inljonew The Wjntioned agitation, faction, and 
■ 
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discord, ctmseqnent upoa such a ty^em- of 
legi^ation, produced theii moral effects, and, 
like the vivid lightning, served to purify the 
elenaeiit they disturbed. . The political irhiii^ 
pool has drawn within its vortex every man in 
Ireland ; discussion has been universidly pn>> 
Toked ; and the |MisaicHis have beoo cidoted m 
the general conflict. _ The Iraman intellect has 
been propelled, vutgv errors correoted, ami the 
spirit of enquiry and investigeoioa has gone 
abroad. 

' To reason i^n the political state of hs 
country, has long been the ]HX>pensity of the 
Irii^ peasant ; and, from ctHitinually thinking 
upon that subjeet, he has at length learned to 
think right. He not only knows bis degraded 
ccudition, but is well acquainted with ttie^^aose. 
There is not a subject ccmnected with the 
country, on which be cannot give - an accurate 
Qpihion j he knows, as well as any man in the 
Castle, the purpose of every measuis of Gov- 
enunent, whether it be to enrich a spendthrift 
nobleman by a job, or coerce 'the uofortunato 
peasantry by an Insurrection Act; 

' I know my countrymen : I have conversed 
with them, and have found them practical {^i- 
los»pbeis. Their santimejEds are the puce em- 



anatioos otBcute mmdsjinstnieted^a the Kbeol 
of oattuej ana taii^ b^ adrerfeity. They are, 
m cODset^Dse, gefiendly correct; and, withoat 
vay-greot ezertioa of tbougfat, are iretioratly 
profouiui- Hov c^n hare I aaea them-smilia 
at the sboAirdeSbrts of.tbflii friends, ^ho. m>> 
deavw to procure them xedresB.in a coastita* 
tiotial way; while-, at -the some tiqie, tbeyhave 
l(dd me very pertnwntlf , asd- very tnily, dntt 
th«]r expeCtedso eoocessioa from Ctovemment, 
tto^ they were ftbleto intist OD-iCt'J' 

Duritig' tiiis: addten, Emmett't fine manly 
oouateiiaiic<;' glowed with aa^emhuBiaMiB at^ 
door, and he deliv^iwd ' hims^ with as tfiuch. 
animated fervency ss if he wore addcesaog 9 
Qomerous -bat diBtnutad assambly,^ Which he 
wished to p^^uad^' His words dowed with a 
gracefal floeocy,' and he CMnhined his ail- 
ments with all the ease o£ a maa accustomed 
to abstract distSossioDB. 

His amiabU .and este^ed character ga\^e an 
elevating influence to the fame of the somety 
of which he was the leader — many of whom, 
thodgh'Of equal talents and lespeclabDity, were 
inferior in ^lat fine suisibdity of heart, and 
constancy in frieod^i^, which gained him the 
love -and esteem of ail who knew jhim. Nor 
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wu it only for his bland-matiners atul fine sen- 
iiibilities of heUt, aad coiutuicy in ^riendshiiv, 
and firmaess in principle i he ranked, amongst 
the higbettof it« gifted sons, who. diqilay i»M 
fsrtile genius atid ita soeiat sphit, whs ^intro- 
duce the name 4f Iitiland'to tbe nspeet of the 
world. - ' - 

Commensurale with his vahie to relatirea 
uid friends, and to his astivd city, was the 
l^tpalliDg sensation that pervaded his . couMrjr 
on the occasion of his lamented death. It is 
not, then, suqniatog that, his icemavsA ia one 
UDezpeeted'm<Hneiit &om this busy liie-'svoca- 
tiiHis, to the oblivious - silence, of the tomb, 
^lould fnvduc^ as it, did, a general bnret of 
■orrow.aiid a commoB sense of berearelnent. 
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l^a United Irtsbmea— The causes wUeh led to' the Rebel- 
lion of '93 — An- eveaiug wilh KriSiuett— Theobald W'ol£« 
Tone — The Union-^lts coniequeocea. 

UofiG^tban fifty fi^tpmera have closed around 
th6 United Irishmen since they made Catholic 
emaBcipatitm and parliamentary reform the lead- 
ing measures of their policy, Tbey found aU 
the C^itUolies of Ireland, the great majority of 
its population, redoeed by the oper^ion of the 
ferocious penal laws, to the condition of slaves, 
in-all ttiings except being vendaUe, to the very 
meanest of . their' Protestant countrymen. Not 
cely did the British Ooyernment embrace every 
severity that could waste the vigor of the na- 
tion ; but all tho rights of hunjaiiity, and every 
duty of life, were aacrificed by its direction or 
connivance; provided only that, this -sacrifice 
v6uld i»omote the self-interest, or gratify the 
rancor of the fiivored party. - 

Thus, tbere wasalaw of discovery, by which 
a maft who betrayed the ccofidencd of >ia 
fii^d, if he were Catholic, possessed himself (rf" 
that friend's estate. 

TheFe'was a law which disabled the . Gatho- 
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lie father to be a guardian to his own child, or 

to educate him. 

There was a law which made the disobe- 
dience or apostacy of the CatKrJio child the 
m^atis whereby to disinherit his father. 

There was a law for robbing a Catholic (^ 
h is horse bn the highway, if when interro^ted, 
he confessed his faith. 

There 'was a }aw to prevent the education 
of Catholic children, and to ' punish. Cath<Jlic 
teachers' as convicts; to bani^ the Catholic 
clergy, mid to Hang thetn if they retuhied ; to 
prevent Catholics from purchasing or inheriting 
landed estates ; from having 'arms for their de- 
fence; to deb^ thetn from the' lu-ofessioQ Of 
the law ; (o prevent tfaein from holding any 
office of tn&t, honor o^ 'emolument; voting at 
electicms, «r Sitting in t^iament. 

The United Irishmen ftmnd their conntty 
tinder the government of sucK laws, and of 
many others, all conceived in the same spirit, 
and all elaborated with consummate skill to 
rob, harraas and insult a 'defenceless people. 
These statutes, without parallel for inhttmani- 
ty, wet^ framed a^inst Christians, under pre- 
tence of securing the Protestant religion. They 
were enacted' by the Irish Protestants, politicr' 
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Protestants ; Uian whom no sect-has cried more 
loudljl' against opptession and persecution, When 
the Protestants were martyrs.- Fct all this, ths 
Protestant religion is not peisecnting in its na- 
ture. The crimes of the dominant party arS^ 
not justly.Chargeable upon the Prgt^staiit rdi- 
gion, though committed in its name. They 
were bitterly deplored by-the United Irishmen 
of all religions,' Imd by non^ more than the 
Object of .this memoir, himself a member of 
ths established Church, but no. abetter of its 
injnstice^ ~ . 

Tfai^iigh-all this long persecution, the coft- 
duct of England wore a'^ rizor of hyptKrisy. It 
was twt the conversioQ of the Iri^ it desired, 
but their spoliation, division imd i^ubjectioh.' 
If uiiited in T&ligioR, they might unite for their 
irordly mterest, aod^ a ' means of weakening 
them by dissension would be lost^ The Eng- 
lish mi^on never had the merit of being hon- 
&sQ.y fanatical ; it was cold-blooded and end^. 
-Its condact was not feebly palliated by the 
mistaken sincerity of blind zeal which tima 
might soften and philosopjiy assaag& It had 
the mofe t^cesltial motives of insatiable rapa< 
ci^,4he appetite for plopder, s^d the desire ot~7 
fattening oa the green pastures of Ireland./ 



This 13 the eatiQjT conker which neithfr iinM 
por reason ever cures, and yhkh is now as 
devouring, where it has the power, as.at iu 
first inception, - . 

After thp laws had disfratjchised four-Mths 
of thcTJopuIation, all the emolumeDts of office, 
all the wealth of the jrich'est church in the 
.world, all tlie distinctions trf power, all the 
pomp, circumstance and advantages pf dowiur 
ioti, fell into the lap^f the, favored few. These 
men never wished to lessen the pru^xts ,of 
their gains ;- they never sought the conversion 
of their helots by any metoisthat ever uMide 
proselxtes to any cause. ; 

The domestic spoliation of ^e Catholics wa? 
the share of the Irish Protestauts in this whole- 
sale robbery. The spoliation of the -Irish aa? 
tion was Uie part of J^uglaiid io this boundless 
plunder: she took the whole trade, prosperity 
and independence of Ireland, which the Irish 
Protestants (shai9o <>n then^) freely surrendered 
for the lioetise to pillage an4-. tyrannize at 
homa These wrongs inflicted and endured, 
begat mutual hatred and frequent collision, aud 
will account for the little union -among Irish- 
myi) and the ferocity of. character to be Ibmid 
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ia tboM distrum wkera tbe adrank pattiiM 
came ofteneatfoto contact. 

This barter of a mttoii's rightu for Hit Inera 
of a &etioii, is vhat was calbd die Protestant 
tai^Bclancy in chitroh and state. It wu aiad 
edled tbe ^tish conatitation. Agidlwt that 
npioBs ctKubination of treachery vithBi, and 
t^mtiy £toiu witbout, the Uniteid Irishmea 
pointed their oath of ixaion, whidi we have giv- 
en in another place. It ^w tfiiia oath that 
was prosecuted as a fetony, and for which fr«- 
qaent Tictima were'-aent to the seafftdd. 

Kmmett did ntrt lire to behold the triunkph 
of the Catholic cause, that happy aceom^dislw 
ment of 009 of the gtsateat measuies to which 
be -devoted fortune -and life. Bat he saw, or 
dtonght besaw, oil* the mteriala fora saccessr 
Ad stni^Ie fm ireedom, in the internal resour- 
ces of hia beloved freland. In his moments 
<^ social ease tmd letiTemeEit, he delighted to 
entnnerate those- resources. A ' writer who 
seemed to know him w^, gives the follow- 
ing -oonrersatifm between Emmutt ' and his 
friends, while he was maturing his measures 
for the coming contest : 

« l^bam seldom ^ant a hairier how in my 
life, than I did that evening with Eodnett. 
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His-maiuwra, his eloqueirte, and tb^ ffloedrityi 
as well as kindness, -whioh'bpeatbed throu^ 
•yery thii^ lie ^aid, banished reserve on -'my 
pajrt>an4 w&alt eonFersod.inpre ■Uk& lon^tcied 
friends than casual acqaamtances. We talked 
^f liteiature, of London, 'utd of politics. Hy 
sentinadnls-i-cgaiding Liberty — thegoddesp he 
}dolizGd — Vfiie Warm ; and,' as lapoke with 
beeoming abhorrence of tyranny, he aeemed 
delighted with my o[«nifHM. Eefofe we se<par> 
&t$d hej)iade me promise, to eaJl on hira tbeat 
night athifl lodgiags j and when Idid'so, abottt 
eight d'clock, I .was ^^(ceably Surprised to find 
the Exile there before me. - After «tipper the 
oonver3ati<Mi took.a political turn, Jand^Bmmett, 
whese-rnind 'ivas then -filled with the project 
6i liberating hiS country, -began to expatiate oti 
tiie ease witfr which' Ireland conld throw off 
the Englisli yoke, aod'the benefits that would 
ensue from such ^ 'measure. 

'Your enihnsiasm^ my friend,' said I^ inteiv 
ropting him,' 'carries ybu'beyond the boun^ 
of jffobabilLty ; for, in antieipatiog a revolution 
in this courttry,. you fergel that England cdcu- 
lates on the subjection of Ireland, and that she 
is able to con^l.what ii ia her interest to de- 
Sire." ■ ■ ' . 
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"Fhst fihedesirei it-,' he replied, < I, have no 
Aoubt J but. that she is able to compel it, I nn- 
hesitata^ty deny. The belief in England's 
■operiot strength has too long prevaUed in this 
kingdom, but it ia nbw, happily, beginning to 
disappear. In .comparing the Iwo countries, 
ve most exclude from our calculatioiT every 
thing but ^-yisical strength alone, and then ths 
balance will be entirely in favor of Ireland ; 
for I-believe .it will bo readily admitted that 
l^bas.the greater military populEitioa; end ia 
a struggle, for liberty, men tinly are valuable; , 

' It is a matter of arithmetic^ calculationr 
Iielaodcan, in'^e event c^a well-oi^anized 
Kvolution, turn into the field between sevQn 
and 'eight himdted tbjousand effective men — an 
eimy certainly moK numerous than any force 
Eoglcmd couldjend against bet.' . 

• Admitting your calculation to be correct, '- 
I returned, ' ypu are not to deny the superrori- ■ 
tyol disciidiaed troops over rebel numbers. 
An arm; of fifty thousand men would soon 
tout youn invincible phalanx.' 

'The time -has passed, my dear sir,' he re^ 
joined, 'when such an .exploded notion found 
credence ar^ong mankind.' In a barbarous 
800) wbea two waies drew i^ within gun- 

I :„i- I ,C(K>tjlt: 



ihot of each othet, each serring aa an tanw**- . 
able tai^et for its oppene&t to fite at, such a 
belief was natural, becatise he who possesseda; 
«iu9ket had a fearful advantage orer the^jnan. 
who had not one. But modem times hare & 
different and more natural mode of wari!ai« ; 
personal prowess now^ as in periods of astiqai>, 
ty, is likely to be victorious ; aad all necessary- 
discipline can be learned itf a very few days. A 
man does not necessarily acquire ritber superior 
coun^ or address from the- cdlw ofhis coat, 
and a soldier with a fixed bayonet has no ad> 
vantage over a fierce peasant with a well-tem- 
pered pibo. Almost every victory of modem 
times has Ibeen gained by coming to close ac- 
tion, and that mode, to which a well-regulated 
^my is. indebted for success, is as available to 
a determined band of freemen' as to any hired 
thwps in Europe. 

'But, as different animals have different 
moded of attack and defence, an insuigent army 
has a discipline of its own, recommended by 
reason, and sanctioned by experience. With 
waited towns and close garrisons they have 
nothing to do : the hills of their country serve 
tbem as places of retreat ; marshy, rivers, ^nd 
lakes are their best bastions, while defiles-al* 
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fiiid dMoirOi^ortawtiM <^iittai^ and woodv 
■ad TsUays tfrve tlum as plaoea of ambaifa. 
* The faee of natare solicits the wfft&meA to 

«^&in their freedom; and ceitsiBly, no eono- 
try on the. globe has 90 imixf iOrjtatioia to n- 
ToH u oiB' own. ' 9oareely a, mihi ftom oa« 
extremity ~of the ^hoidtotbe other, in which 
an hostile army' eonU; hot be successfully hor* 
assed, Bad, if neddfuli sncoessfully qppoaed. 
7o this toay W added, that an Jriafa . instugeot 
anay W!(^iUlB^eriall y differ from a similar one 
^«w|F<MItgdots of Europe^ for hearly erery 
peasant, and eettaiuly efery ratm above the 
laok of a peasant, is intimately acquainted 
with thfi.u3e' of fii^-anns. . Thc«e near the 
Rft-sfaoee (and those iuetkla^eporticm) are ex- 
ceUest marksmen; while the inhabitants of 
Blountakis, and the neighhorhoods of bogs, 
lakes and marshes, are "^xpert fowlers. The 
Wexford insurgents, in .the iate rebeltion, gave 
a{aoof(tf their abilities, and showed that thet 
peasantry of Iidand, when aronsedj are nothing 
inferior to the; best discipline ttoops in Eu- 
lope.' 

' I know it,' interrupted the Exile, ' for I 
witnessed their skill in bringmg down an ene- 
my, and I must . eaajsn that,, had tiiey leaden 
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o/«S^neiicer^)«y 'wenDotbrng' iitfflfiof , m^ 
for maoj^o aaj force thst -might be lirought 
against them.. . ' 

' There is always a deficiency^' Said I, / iir 
sorbe part, that renders every effort vf^the i^ 
najnder aborttye. Oat of a btmdred ' rerolts, 
scarcely OBffhas been-siiccessful.'- 

■' Pardon me,' said Emmett,' ' if I set you - 
right; &r history iimushesusrwithfeV^instsiir 
oes ef failure where a aatiOB- has ^een 'Una|i> 
mous. It is giruig'the^iemies of man a Bew 
wej^t, to add to the 'burden t^opiHessloo, by 
dignifying pigmy iHsvurections and |Kutial te-^ 
fedlions with thenwoe of o,pea- reTolt. ^ Tbey 
should rath« be called- sanguinary rjbtej.and 
thus reduead to theirproperlevel: theirghosts. 
tbight not be summoned from oUiviou^ ne- 
glect to scare' mankind frnn an a^sehion of 
their Tigh{0. Instances cnf national jtssuscitar 
tion are neither few not unfrequent Tytan^ 
By v^as e±peUed fro^ Rome by the rebellion 
of the people ; and S.witzerlanct and the Nethr 
eriandsare-memorialsof suce^sful revolts. Ib 
our own day, America has shown us what a 
few thousand peasants conld accom|Jish-w1ien 
wetuatod by a lore of liberty. Ireland is 8upei>> 
miitntfmbeiiitoatiyoftbBe^ ^ualathemia 
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addrMB aad'coftfa^andstimi^ated by 'imngK 
greater {baa bave been experienced by all tbese' 
together., ■. - :• . 

'Soldiers are but men, and generaUy ihe 
moet imbecile ofin^n. Let the peopl«b« bnight 
to de^aGe th«l glare and glitter of polished arms-, 
apd the terror thtjy are wont to iuspire will be 
eonvertedijit9^bjeotS'd£ridiculQ and contempt. 
Happily an opinion prevails in Ireland, tbat a. 
soldibr .is w 'inferior moMa^, and tbat three, 
hundred athletic peasants -would be equal to a- 
FegimeM of a thousand men. ., I don't say ''that 
this opinien is-correct, but'it must he admitted- 
dtat, ui ease of a rising, it w-ould be of in&nits 
serrice, as tending to inspire confidence in. the 
in^rgents, wid conteihpt for their enemies — 
two thi{ig& that mateiiaHy conduce to Victory. 

'.Leaders, in-a harassing' war, would be easi- 
ly prooured/for the sagacity of an nnlettered 
peasant might serve for the purpose. -Wh6 
does Bot remember the servant boy at Oulard, 
-whose advice' Tra^ followed by the destrUcfioa 
of a -vhole regiment ?. Great oDca^ons pro- 
duce great men, and -jgeherals are formed in 
the study as well as lu the camp. The Cath- 
olics are not what they-formerly were — intelli- 
gence is di8\)sed, tbpueaads of them die ia ttw 



British amy, and every van niibtm ^roaH 
desttrt on the Gat i^ppdttanitf, for the amor 

patria is not extinguished by the impotiticui 
of the military oath.' 

/ Powa to the period of 178t, Ei^liah Acts 
of Partiainent were suffered to bind lrdaad> 
MisgoTenunfint and poverty, the Defect ot 
agticirituifi, the prtdiibUion c^ etnunetce, the 
abaadotunent of manufaetures, were, dtuin; 
that period, the ^cwtioD of Ireland. Bnt'tb 
wards the end of the AraericaB war, the vol- 
unteers emancipated - their .coantrytnen from 
thn bondage, and gave it the means of being 
independent. The ezam^de of America was 
before both pfurtiea with all the omens ; hence 
the demands of the volanteers were pmden^ 
tially conceded, and the glorious revdution of 
1782 was accomplished without th« loss jif a 
dropnTUood. The haj^ty consegqence was 
the ivinwdiate liberatioQ of Uie commerce of 
Ireland from Bngliah restrictions.. Her eesa-t 
ing prosperity seemed miraciileus — so prompt, 
so general, so enriching ^ asd her aptitude to 
pro^r by free trade became-ktyovn ^t.tha 
some time, to her rival and hereelf.. 

But the ToluQteeN could not be always ia 
aims, and Ireland had bq reprraei^tive ass^n- 
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bLy-tofostetherpFosperity^durtngpoace. Hers' 
wail, alas! a boroiigh-parliameatj composedsole- 
If of the-domiQant faction, ^ejtreseitting but a 
small portion of the inhabit^ts, and having 
few feelings or wishes in anisQli with the mass 
aC the pfeopte. 

Every one soon pefeeived that afl measures 
of relief would be insecure, nay, illusory^ unless 
p-eceded or accompanied by a reform in the 
parliameiit. The volunteers saw it, ^mj en- 
deavored to reform; but they excluded the 
Catbcdics from the^ pliui, and did not E^e 
(unhappy effects of the ignoraoc&of the time ! ) 
tbatthis'alone. would defeat their ajin; that 
they could not erect au edifice of freedom on a 
fqundStioB of moaopi^y< Earned by these 
err»s, the l/oited Irishmen altered the system _ 
of reform fundamentally.. They extended their 
base^ and established their plfin upon ihree 
simfde principles, nejcessariiy -dependent npoti 
each other, and containing the disease, the^ 
remedy, and the mode of its attainment. The 
excess of English influence, a reform in parlia- 
ment the remedy, "and fh^ inchiaion &f the 
Catholics the mode of its attainmeut. 
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Theobald Wolte T<SNe,* a Very distin- 
guished pglitician of that day, had, of all oth- 
ers, the greatest part iii eS^cting th'i^ change of 
seatiment among the Protestants, to whose 
communion he belonged. He wrote the origi- 
nal declaration for the Society of United Irish- 
liien (^ Belfast, and his - powerful ' writiags 
brought the Presbyterians, of the North rerjT 
generally into the system. ■ 

- Emmett often heaid him in strains at pure 
and fc«ciUe «loqi]ence expand, -inculcate and 
ap[Jy, for the benefit of .his beloT«d country, 
the political principles of-the United Irishnlea. 

Wherever men have no means of legitimate 
redre^ w« have seen them became their own 
avengers, the worst government beinig always 
marked by the gteatest commotion. If tberd 
b& not an inipartial administrsAicHi c^ jtistice, 
the stiletto takes the ^aeeof the jury, and for 
want of a goV^nmeat restrictad and aecotmta-' 



' * We bar* embodied In the -Appeodijt to tbis work, % 
sketch of the life, trial and condemiutioo of.thie distin- 
l^oiebed Irish ratrioti.Menfroin Mr> PUillipa' newirork— 
" Curraa and ais Contempora^ieB." We Bbonld have beeo 
pleaeed to hsre introdnced it into the tibdy 6{ the work, 
W could nut do (Q vitheut too gFast k ^gresaion. It Till 
be found verj TaxerestiDg, aad.it is hoped that it wlU notb* 
treated, as matten in-'ao Appwidix neo^f are.— Com. 
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blft, in Ireland, insurrection and civil war were 
the only resources- of an axaaperated people. 
Left ViUiout the piotection ot a national par- 
liament, Irelancl was always tyraEfHicaJly rtilecl, 
the fraode of ^oeiety dislocated andbroken, -and 
h^er numerous insutrectims were the throes of 
agotmed nature; 
^/^Bnt irom the moment the Prbtestant refftrin- 
ej:? recognized the priticiple thatno reform was 
^ractt<»ble, efficacious, or josfj which should 
not equally includelrishiaCnof evary refigioia 
persuasioD, the measure Was fedstble. It re- 
ceived the assent of the whole nation, save only 
the Esfebli^ed Oh«rch, and the other etepend- 
ants of the .British goTerament Its prindi^e 
recosim^ided-itsedf .to' the common sense of 
mankind'; and the aii^ority of fsankind pifi~ 
elitimed its ben^t^. - In a' short time its way 
was 80 prepared by public opinion, that even Htf 
interested opponents antic^dted- its finaf isuc- 
eess. I'hey dete^ined; thei^fQre, upon the 
despertfte expediiSht of leaving no p^luiment in 
Ireland for a reform to better. They hastened 
to buy from the .borongh-holdeis that which a 
titily Irish parliament would net sell — its owu 
existence, 'tbey hoped to Axtiaguish', in the 
abolition of th* parliament, every chance of 
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peiceable wd cQustitutipnal .imi^oveTneQt.^-- 
They conspired to transport it for life,-, mutila- 
ted and captive, into ihe British House ; to ira^ 
prison beyond the seas in the abyss of English 
supremacy, where its lauguishii^, nerveless 
remains,, dpbinedte live in a. perp«laal tninoii- 
ty, could never more-, bring, to its iU-fated coun- 
try the bletssings -of liberty, good governaient 
o[ commerce. 

"By the mea^ires of a Isgislative miion, Ire- 
land reverts agiun to the same .wretched state 
^ when^oupd by acts.ofthe British .padia- 
ment. On 4he misery of that stale, (he ablest 
men who .ever advocated her'sause, even other 
thiui .United Irishmen, have exhausted elo- 
iqueoce and invective, and the brightest page in 
her history i&the oae which records the-eCturt- 
ed rcDunciati<w of that usurped power and plen- 
i^ right of self-govefnm^nt: The pitiful re* 
p^esentatiim o£. Ireland in a foreign land can 
but little avail hei for hef own benefit. She is 
there ip^ minority 6f one to six. The six give 
the. law to the one, and with that one they have 
nothing in coaimoa. They- have oth« con- 
stituents, who are a -different people, who have 
clashing interests, who have nsftional antipa- 
thies) and who may^ell feel coQte^irt for. the 
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aiAstttntes of that ^arliainent that traitorotisly 
Boid its country. SbcK are the legislators who 
have Wutid Ireland .bl fetters. 

" Tire consequences ate the aajne as hereto- 
ftipe: discoHtoht and 'remonstrance, and a pro- 
claniatioii to all Ear&pe, showing how easy it 
would11)etodie(hember the "United Kingdom. 
No loyalty will reconcile rational beings to pre- 
serve an- eyil which they can exchaiigefor ft, 
go6d ; so that those who make li'elttnd poor and 
ensbved, set before her, abore aH other men, 
the advantages of separation. What can create 
it<!lesire for.this remedy but ill-treatment? an.d 
80-long' as this -treatment lasts, how -Bhall that 
desire discohtinne ? They stand in the relation 
of cause and^SeAt, and will for ever^o on, or 
cease together. 

"It was the opinion of Knmett, that the legis- 
lative uAion was a-njeasuie more suited to 
feciiitate thedespottsm of the ministry- than td 
strengthen the' dominion of England. Since 
the. abuse of powerhas always followed excess, 
hO'less in nations than individnals, a restraint 
upon human actions is salutary fot-sM parties, 
aad the inipediiBent that shall stop the Cftreef 
of ministerial tyranny, will be found to wiirlt 
beet for the vtabitity of the eonnezion. If this 
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operate to tbe-good of Ijrelalid, she w^ oUsem 
it for its utHity^ ^ Irish pailiftme^t being, thea. 
its best preservattre.' If, qd the-c«Dbniry, it be 
made, a^ at proseiU, to saciifise the many- for 
the few, it will be viewed ee a cunel>y th^ 
Irish ptto^e — on^eTil that imist be gttt jFid -of^ 
rather than a geod to be ^mb^uted twctoheti^ 
•d. . . " ■- . 

" At isesent we.9ee thode fsiapits who deny a 
p^liam^t to Iceland oa which te r^ her ^peaee 
aod baiqiRiess, ftelf-poised aad. self-|Uoteet9d ; 
We see tbenLseduloos to-change tite st^te of tb« 
question, and to reptesept t%e repeal o£. ibe 
legislative uhlob as a schism ta the goveromeott 
They would Ikoit th« people of Icaland entire- 
ly to England for bepefitfr^wiiencei then, have 
come theii wrongs ? Ad Irish parliament, oa 
the eontmry, would be « bond of liberal coo- 
ueiion ; . it would-settfe every queslion of do- 
mestic policy at. h«ne, 'jweyent strife and re- 
crigainatiop between both couhtcies, seeure to 
the affairs c^ Ireland, a degrea of attention 
which however Necessary, they do not and 
oaonot oblua among the weighty concerns of 
a different people, in a fere^n I^islature. It 
would remove the old opprobrious evil of legis- 
lation withoitt representation; i«r wherever 
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this is. partial aaA foreign, it is inadequate : as 
R^tes to Ireland, it is worthless mockery. 
Whf was a borougti-ccAtstUiiency vicioua, but 
because it sent men to make latvs' for the peo- 
ple wbo did not repreednt the p«oplA, who were 
retD'med by a diffisrent body, and m<^nt Upon 
seniDg tbem8elTes:aad thcdir«mi^yers. . 
^ The. attoibdtes of ge&ius are not rare among 
the countrymen of Ehni^t, and time is con- 
stantly developing the jesources of mind. The 
lalxHS of intellect press onward f)Mr distinction, 
-wiiile names of high endowments are forced 
back to make room for new reputation. They 
alone will be remembered wiio have acted with 
an imputsire power on the d^inies of their 
country and kind; . Amopg those who £rst 
taught how to overtjirow the- misrule of Ir&- 
hmd, who exposed its cause and prepared its 
cure, Emnjett i? distinguished. He had greM 
iofluence in the adoption of those measures 
which are still at issue between.lrelfmd and her 
foes, and which, yi pait obtaine<l, ia part with- 
held, are determinstlTa of her futute happinem, 
as they ^all fin^y foJl or b« sigitalty success* 
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The different depots oi" Dublin, which Em- 
metl hired "for his pnrposed outbreak, "were, at • 
his sole expense, furnished with military pikes 
and handles, ammuDition and clothing. In 
oneoftliese depots gunpowder was manufac- 
tured; in another, timber was prepared for con- 
structing pikes; and in others, pikes, 'fire-arms 
and stores Were deposited. 

' It must be observed of the numerous persons 
coiuected vr^ those, depots, that neither the 
certainty of an ample reward, nor' the waveryig 
instability bommoh to men engaged in danger- 
ous designs, conld draw the discovery (Vom the 
impenetrable recesses of their fidelity : an evi- 
dent proof that the hearts of the people were 
with the project ; or, perhaps it was that the 
departments of the police of Dublin, were all 
filled by men Who had been deeply engaged in 
the cruelties of the preceding rebellion, and 
who, being, on that account stigmatized and 
detested by the people^ even those who were 
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secretly int^liaed to give information, were 
not willing to unbosom themselves to men 
whom they regarded with 'so much horror. 

"We caiinot resist the temptation to insert the 
following narrative, as illustrative of the cruel- 
ties and abominations committed daily, and' 
with impnnity, upon tfie unfortunate people of 
that dreadful period. It is from the pen of a 
Writer, who will not fail to interest, as he was 
an eye-witness to these revolting scenes : 

" After walking about a mile, we came to a 
neat thatched cabin, situated in a very seques- 
tered valley. A river ran before it, and a few 
aged trees shaded the simple roof. The door 
was open, and on our entrance, a peasant rose 
to receive us. He smiled as he banded me a 
chair, anS looked inquisitively at my compan- 
ion. . 

'"Don't you recollect Mr. J ?' inquired 

the exile. 'This interrogation was followed by 
a momeatary yHuse, during which Howlatf 
seemed lost in Reflection, after which he burst- 
into an exclamation of surprise and pleasure. 

'"Oh! bltrd-an-ounze!' he repeated several 
times, ' is this yourself — your own four bones 
wholu and sound after all ? Well, well, 1 knew, 
I. knew 1 should see you again, though I was 
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certain you were dead ; and many is the paier- 
and-avi 1 said for y»ur soul, though I brieve 
you are a Protestant. But where's the harm 
in that ? did you not fight like any Roman for 
ould Ireland ? and what more could a real true- 
born Catholic do? Troth, someofthemdidn't 
do as much, the spalpeens, or we would'nthaye 
now.to .begin again.* 

'"So, so, Howlan,' said the Exile, 'you 
haven't yet learned to be loyal V ' 

" ' Loyal !' repeated the hero of Oulard, 'no, 
in troth, for it is not in my grain ; and faith, I 
believe if I was paid for it, these stripes on 
my back would not let me. Oh, no, the crows 
will get. white feathers before Denis Howlan 
willfoi^ive the Orangemen — bad luck to them.' 

" ' I recollect,' returned the Exile; ' a part of 
your story, biit the apprehensions I was under 
whea I first heard it, prevented me from at- 
tending to the whole. Was not your father 
murdered V 

"'Murdherd!' repeated Howlan ;' ay murd- 
beid over and over again ; and wasn't I muid- 
herS myself ? But,' he continued, ' I'll just tell 
it all hne to you both.' Then drawing his 
stool close to where we sat, he proceeded : 

" < My father, (Lord be merciful to his sowl 
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in glory !) kept a ^ug little farm on the right- 
hand side of the road tbargoes from Gorey to 
Ferns ; and, though I say it, there -was not a 
more sasiy man in the county of Wexford. I, 
myself, was the youngest of three sons and two 
daughters, and the devil s more genteeler fam- 
ily attended Mass of a Sunday ihifti Paddy 
Howlan's. My two brothers Were able, strap- 
ping fellows, and faith, there were worse boys 
in the parish than myself. You may be sure 
we were real Croppies, and why but we should 
for our religion and country ? - 

" The winter before the Rebellion, the Yeos* 
were out every night, and dreadful Worlj they 
made of it— burning, whipping and shooting. 
A poor Catholic couldn't live at all) at all ; and, 
as we expected that Ihey would give us a call^ 
we hid our pikes and guns in the ditches, and, 
to be sure, appeared as innocent as lambs, t 
shall never forget the 16th of November ; no, 
never, while there is a drop of Irish blood in 
my soul ; for, when I Hiink of it, my brain 
boils, and my very flesh creeps, as if there was 
a blister all over me. Well, as I was saying, 
on the 15th of November I was coming homo 

*A contamptuoiu aune for yeomen. 
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from Bnnificorttty market, and being after tak* 
ing a glass of the crmture with one frieod or 
another, I was pretty merry, and to make the 
load light, I was singing ■ The Victim of Tt/' 
ranny,' and the ould mare a-self vas so [leased 
with the time, that she kept the track as straight 
as adie, though ihe night was as* darkas pitch. 

" 'Just as I. came to the.top of the bougha- 
reen, that M down Jo onr house, a fellow seiz- 
ed my beast by the baiter, and while you'd be 
looking round you, a score of bayonets was 
ready to pop into poor Dennis. "Hallo!" said 
I, " what's this ?" " You Popish rebel," cried 
the officer, for it, was a party of the North Cork, 
"what song is that you were singing ?" 

"Och, nothing at all," said I, "oidy new 
words to.an ould tune." 

"Ah! then by ," said he, you shall 

somi sing another tnne, unless you tell us of 
all the peofrfe you know to be United irish- 
men." 

" Faith, and that's what I can soon do," says 
I, " for I know nobody." The word wasn't 
well out of my mouth, when he ran his sword 
into my arm, saying, " That's a tickler to help 
your memory." " Thank your honor," says 
I, " but aa ye are not Yeos, I bope you will act 
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decent and let a poor boy pass. My iname ia 
Howlaii, and nerer did any man an injury." 
•* Howlan !" cried the officer, " You are thb 
very taan we want. Have you not two broth- 
ers?" "Ay, and a father too," I answered qiiito 
calmly, though I was in a terrible pickle, with 
thfe blixtd streaming down my ann.' 

" i was then bid to drive down tQ my fath- 
cT^s house, asd they all kept quite close to nuf. 
't'he famHy were all in bed, and I, f6olish 
enough, called up my poor fatlier, then -eeven- 
ty years of age, and my two brothers. They 
came out into the lawn in their shirts, for they 
were so i'righteQed they^mot to put ' on their 
clothes, and if Ihey^tia^ they could not, for 
want of time. , *^ , 

" My fathe^aid he had no arms ; and when 
he protested, Aich was the tmth, that he was 
no United man^the sergeantknockedhimdowj} 
with a pistoT, and some of the soldiers began 
kicking of him while he lay on the ground. 
My hrothers, of course, (for what ChriEtian 
would turn informer?) refused to confess any 
thing, and accordingly the eldest was taken and 
tied to a car, artd a drummer- boy proceeded to 
flog him at a desperate rate, while one of the 
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party, to give hiiu l^ht, set fire to the barn. 
As the dames mounted up to the sliies, I could 
see my brother's back, hackled like a raw gri»-- 
kin, while the poor feltew refused to gratify 
his.murd,erers with a single groEtn. My moth- 
er rushed out^an^falling Gu'her kueea, be- 
seeching the villains to fofbear, but one of the 
solilicts gave her ^ kick in the stomach, and 
stj'etched her on the pavement. 

" Knowing how soldiers ihen treated youo^ 
girls, I made signs to my sisters, who had come 
" to the door, to shut it, and remain inside. They 
did so, before the soldiers could prevent them j 
and orio' of them having seen what I had done, 
told the others, and in a minute tliere were a 
dozen stabs in my body. My eldest brother 
was then released, and the other tied up in his 
jjace, when my lather, who fcid recovered, 
rushed forysrd and seized the drummer's arm. 
Poor man ! the savages had no pity on his tears, 
and he received several stabs !' 

"Here Denis was overpowered by his feel- 
ings,. and after hastily wiping away one or two 
natural drops from his cheek, continued : 

" -I was now questioned about United men, 
and arms, and as I also refused to make any 
discovery, they took and bound my hands be- 
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hind me, and then, taking the halter from the 
mare's head, they placed it around my lieck, 
and raising Ae car up, hung me out of the 
backhand. They were too cruel to let me die 
a natural death, and so eut. me down a few 
miqutes afore I Went to Paradise. I can't tell 
anything about that time, but my ould mother 
tpld me that my face was as black as a pot, and 
my tongue a handle long. The first thing 1 re- 
collect, after being hanged, Was to see the poor 
otild house'in flames, the soldiers having set 
fire to it, to get my sisters out, but Ihey were 
disappointed, as the girls had made (heir escape 
while they were hanging me. 

" ' To make a long story short,' continued 
Denis, ' my father, myself, and two brothers 
were thrown into the cart, and marched off to 
Fern.- Next day my father died in the guard 
house ; and after a week's confinement, my 
brothers and I were turned oiit with pitched 
caps upon our heads.* We had now no house, 

*It is Baid that the North Cork li«giineDt were tbe in- 
▼eatore — but lliey certainly were the lulroducers of pitch- 
cap torturo into (he county of Weiford, Aaj person 
having their hair cut shoit, (and therefore called a Crop- 
py, by which appellation the aoldiery designated a Uui- 
ted Irisbmao,) oil beiog pointed out l^ aoQie loyal neigh- 
bor, WB9 immediately aeijed and brought into a guard 
house, vbere caps, either of coarse linen or strong browD 
paper, besmeared inside with pitch, were kept always 
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no home, tor my father's life being the term of 
the lease, the landlord had seized on our little 
all, and so we went to service, as did my sis- 
ters, my mother having died in a month after 
my father. ■ My brothers were long before they 
recovered ; anil for myself, I'll feel the effects 
of that bloody night to the day of my death. 

" The tale of this untutored peasant, told in 
his own vulgar, birt Expressive language," pro- 
duced a painful interest on my feelings, while 
it excited my ijidignation to that degree of 
frenzy, which made me instantly determine 
upon the Quixotic resolution 61 finding cut the 
officer under whose command the family of 
Howlan had been tortured, and call hinl^lo aii 
account, or at least expose him to the, world. 
Filled with this extravagant notion, 1. inquired 
of Dennis, a6 wfe walked along, where the North 
Cork were now stationed, 

"' Lord bless your honor,' replied Dennis, 
* there's not a man of them in the land o' the 
living, for I was at the killing of them all my- 

r«ad; fcl■'.ae^vic<^ The unfurtuaale s ictini hiul «a» if tli<?Be, 
weli'beatc<l, ci.tnpreaEed uD hU tesd; and uheii judged of 
a pruperdeKree uf couluGs^eothllt it-euu!d nut cn»i:j bo 
pulled o!f. tbe Buf'crer inta turned ot.t anjidst Ibe liurrid 
&cc7aRialii'D3 of tlip merciUs^i turti^cre, niid t" the libv I'f 
Tast Qunibergttfpenpie, whogenerallj criiwded IntLe gtnrJ- 
kouse duuT, atcructed by tltea£!ictiiigcri(i*ofthet>ruiCLttd. 
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eelf — and quick work we made of it-rK)n Ou- 
lard HiU.' ... 

f Oh, I remember," said I, f.' Mr. J- spoke 

crf_yoiir generalship -there. How was thalJ 

" 'Why,' replied Dentiis, ' when 1 went to 
^arvice, my master lived iv the very parish with 
Father Murphy, who, God bless him, coming 
one day through Perns, saw the Yecs Gbooting 
poor Catholics like dogE, trying how many of 
them a musket-ball would go through at once 
so in the evening be called his congregation 
together in the chapel. It was as da*k as bags 
and not a candle lightning to show us the way 
to say our prayers. We were ail silent as 
death, and you could hear t^ pin drop on the 
floor while the priest was speaking. He tould 
us 'twas better to die fighting for our religion 
andcountry, than to be butchered like she^p by 
the Orangemen. He said what was Gospel, 
' a»d faith we took his advice, and marched in 
fine ttrder after him, and he in the middle of 
us, to Oulaid Hill, where we encamped for the 
night. The Yeos fled like murder at the -eight 
of us, for they are the greatest cowarda ia the 
world, and sent the sogers to frighleu us ; but 
faith, th»ir day was passed, and once we burnt 
the candle; we'd buro the inch. When' the 
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red coats appeared, our faces were all manner 
of colors, and muiy proposed to ran away. TJo, 
no,' says I, 'the priest and God are whh us, 
and what have we to fear? Here is a ditch 
and gravel hole, and lie' in them till the sogers 
come qi'.ite-close, and when I cry out Erin go 
bragh, let every man start up and use his pike. 
My advice "was taken, and Father Murphy 
blessed us all. The sogers come up, sure 
enougti, with a fellow like a turkey cock strut- 
ting before them on his horse, and when they 
came quite near the ditch, ho went behind 
them, and we could hear the words, " Ready, 
present, fire!" Pop, pop, pop, went their mus- 
kets; but faith, I shouted out like a Hon, Erin 
go bragh,* (tnd it would do your heart good to 
see what sport we had. They weren't a 
breakfast for us, and I had the pleasure, 
thank God, of sticktng my pike Hito the ras- 
cally lieutenant who murdered myself and my 
father.' " . 

The Government had, by the month of June, 
discovered enough to quicken its diligence, and 
the dfficeis of the police appeared thencefor- 
ward mot« alert and vigilant ; notwithstand- 

•Hay'a HistDiy of the Iiuuixectioii in Wexford 
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ing which, it was difficult to bring them to be- 
lieve that the project of insurrection was on 
foot. This state of delusiotl continued until 
the fourteenth of July, the anniversary of the 
French Revolution, Which opened the eyes of 
many, and excited a considerable degree of 
alarm. Bonfires were puWicly made in com- 
memoration of that event, and collections of 
people, apparently Strenuous and decided, form- 
ed and partook in the festivity. 

On the sixteenth, the depot of powder on Pat- 
rick street blew up, in which there were two 
men nearly suffocated, one of whom, in throw- 
ing up the window, cut th^ artery of his arni, 
and bled to death ; the other was taken prison- 
er. Emmett was so alarmed at Ihe discoveries 
this explosion would lead to, that he quitted 
the house in Butterfield-Lane, and took up his 
permanent residence at the depot in Hass-lane. 
He here had a raattrass to sleep on, that he 
might be present, night and day, to direct and 
animate the workmen. 

The interval of the seven days en^suing af- 
ter the explosion, was employed by Emmett 
and his associates,- either in deliberating ou the 
propriety of immediately flying to arms, or in 
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concerting the most practicable mode of com- 
mencing their operatione. I It was ultimately 
agreed upon to seize The several depots and 
arsenals in the vicinity of Dublin ; and aboye 
all, it waa universally determined to gain pos- 
session of the Castle, as, in that case, tt was 
supposed they could more decidedly influence 
the public mind by having' the seat of govern- 
ment in their power^ 

As the day of attack approached, the great- 
er paft" of Eminetl's adherents," conteiiiplating 
their danger, wished to defer the attempt, Em- 
mett, however, was peremptory in the oppo- 
site way of thinking. He represented, with 
an impetuosity not to be resisted, that the mi- 
litia was about to be embodied ; that the coun- 
try would be placed every day in a more un- 
assailable posture, and by its multiplied meas- 
ures of defence, become impregnable. 

The reader will not be displeased, probably, 
-nith the following extract from the pen of the 
same writer, whom we have so often quoted, 
as illustrative of the hind, generous and un- 
suspecting character -of Emmett, even under 
the most difficult and trying circumstances : 
' "I learned from Dennis, that. the conspira- 
tors met in a valley not far from where we 
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were, and "that he was hastening to join tlietn ; 
I signified ray readiness to attend hioi ; and, as 
Dennisvasnotaman of ceremony, he did not 
stand long upon punctilios, but immediately 
conducted me across a heathy and desolate hill, 
towards the place of rendezvdtis. 

" The night had closed around iis aswe ap- 
proached a mouritain chasm; and, after w:ram- 
bling through a rude aperture in a stupendous 
rock, Ve found ourselves in a kind of natural 
recess, formed by an amphitheatre. of siurouud- 
ing hills, whose overhanging acclivities frown- 
ed in gloomy horror upon the iiltle valley. By 
the light of the stars we could discern seme 
persons who had entered before us, proceeding 
towards the oppositcside, and we accordingly 
followed in their footsteps; We had not pro- 
ceeded far when the voice of a person speaking 
fell upon our ears, and I had not- to listen long 
before I recognized the deep but harmonious 
accents of my friend Emmett, as he addressed 
the people around him, who appeared to-: be 
about the number of five hundred. His har- 
angue was on popular topics, of Irish ■griev- 
ances, and he spoke with a fervency of Tnarrner 
that showed him sincere in the sentiments hd 
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uttered. Wben be concluded, Malachy took 
his station, aud proceeded to address the peas- 
antry. I could not but observe ia his speech, 
superior ingenuity. Emmett was more elo- 
quent^ut les3iu'tful ;- more impassioned, but 
less logical. There was sincerity in every 
word b« uttered, .and patriotism appeared to 
predominate in every.measure he recommended, 
whilst -humanity breathed throughout his dis- 
course. But Malachy addressed himself di- 
rectly to the passions, and so intimately blend7 
cd religion with politics, thatiiis auditors could 
scarcely suppress the operation of their feel- 
ings, and when he concluded, an involuntary 
burst> of applause followed. . 

" Deimis, who had I istened with the Htmost 
attantioH to bothspeakers, now took me by the 
band and led me into the throng. Malachy 
cast his eye upon me, and instantly exolaimed, 
'A Spy!' 

"'ASpy!' wasre-echoedbyabundredvoices, 
and in a moment the deferential horror, of all 
present caused a circle to be focmed around me, 
every man being eager to get as far as posc^ible 
from what be consid^ed tho contagion of my 



" The indignation X felt at Malachy-^a imputa- 
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tion for a momeni deprived me of speech, and 
felt as if riveted to the place, when Emtnett 
kindly steppedforward and took me bj' the hand. 
' My friends,' said hp, ' there , is- 'some mistake; 
Mr. K-" — ig a young man of liberal princir 
pies and high' notions of honor, and I am cenr 
lain that he is incapable of betraying our secret, 
much less acting as a spy upon oui proceed- 
ings.' 'Yon do me but justice,' I replied, 'for 
I came here this night to leatn if your cause 
was such as required or deserved the assistance 
of a freeman's arm^ and not basely to betray 
my countrymen, for I trust those that surround 
me will not refuse laeJhe fraternal embrace be- 
cause I was born in England, while my parents 
and heart were ever Irish.' This remark- elic- 
ited much applause, and I proceeded : ' I trust 
that .the person who has itnputed such a base 
motive to my presence. here, has mistal^en me.' 

' You are right,- Godfrey,' interrupted Mala- 
chy, with the utmost faokiliarity, ' I did iadecd 
mistake you for another person.' - 

'Ithought-as.much,' saidEmmett, 'andlet us 
now rejoice that oat cause, the noblest in 
which man was ever engaged, has received the 
acquisition, of a pure spirit, who feels indignant ' 
at our wrongs, and who bums to avenge them.* 
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After this conference, many of his partistuis 
slunk- away, and declined all farther participa- 
tion in the affair ; others, however, and those 
the majority, resolutely determined to follow 
the fortunes of their Iwloved leader, and declared 
that they would not desert him although they 
advanced with the certainty of utter destructioa 
to themselves or their cause. The die was cast, 
and all further reflection was repelled by the 
ardor and firmness of resolution. 

Fortune, on this occasion, not to be accused 
of fickleness, sefems never, from his first embark- 
ing on this desperate adventure, 1o have beeii 
fbr a single raonient, auspicious to the devoted 
Elmmett. His negotiation with Dwyer had 
failed, and a plan, even more specious, and on 
which he now grounded the most sanguine hopes 
<^ success, proved .equally fallacious. A part 
of the plan of general attack determined upon, 
-.vaa to force the batteries and stores at the 
mouth of the harbor of Dublin, by the assist- 
ance of those working people from the counties 
of Wicklowand .Wexford, who, in the months 
of June and July^ repair in considerable nnm- 
bers, for the pnrpose of hay-making, to the 
neighborhood of Dublin. The minds of this 
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diass of men appeared by no meanii more soft- 
ened, nor tlieir passions less aljve to every mo- 
tive of discontent, whether real or imaginary, 
than they were at the period of the rebellion, 
in 1798, which they had principally stippprted, 
atid the daring conduct of which haS prepar- 
ed and habknatsd them lor similar encounters; 
thteir enmities were fierce and vehement; their 
courage and resolution undoubted ; it was there- 
fore natul^l that they shoald be selected as most 
useful and valuable auxiliaries. For some 
time they had manifested the most cordis con-, 
curreuce; l)ut on the 22d of July, the day be- 
fore that appointed for action, they, for SMne 
cause unknown, fomially declared their aban- 
donment of the design. They did not, how- 
ever, accfmipany their refusal with any discov- 
ery of the plot. 

For some dayspriorto the 23d of July, Era- 
mett passed entirely m bis depot, reposing at 
night oa a mattraES thrown upon the, ground, 
amid the implements of death which he had 
there- collected, 

III a back honse, recommended b^ its seclud- 
ed and uninviting situation, were about a dozen 
men at work ; stmie busy making cartridges, 
while others were casting bullets ; some fabri- 
cs.!; :i-.,C(K>tjl>J 
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eating roQkets, an^ others making pikes. T|ie 
heaps of muskets, and, other war-tike weapons, 
scattered around, served to inspire a feeling ^of 
awe in tjie glomy mansion of incipient treason, 
singularly contrasted with the thoughtless lev- 
ity depicted upon the half-intoxicated counten- 
ances of those engaged in pceparii^ the instru- 
ments of death. 

My friend, on seeing all safe, could not con- 
ceal his Eiatisfqction; .and having i^stributed 
some money amongst the men,- he dismissed 
them. J^s they withdrew, he holted the dqor, 
and throwing himself upon a mde.seat, seemed 
lost in the intensity of his feelings. I was not 
less serious: for. the workmen) the arms, and 
the gloom of the [Jace, had deeply affected my 
spirits, and br:ought upon my mind a despond- 
ing impression, not unmixed with sensations 
of fear. , ._ 

" My friend,!' said ^mmett, after a silence of 
9everal,minutes, " how ungrateful are mankind! 
how thoughtless are nations! The philosopher 
is neglected, and the patriot unhoncsed ; yet, 
without knowledge and liberty, how valueless 
all the possessions of man ! How - little do 
those who prc^t by wisdom,, or glory in the 
possession of freedom, know of the studenj's 
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prirations> or the conspirator's danger! a^id 
vithout study and treason, how few could ba 
either wise or. free ? Natiqus, exulting ia the 
enjoyment of their rights, hut too often forget 
those to -whom they are. indebted for the.bless- 
ing. E^pglishmen continually boast of their 
liberty, yet with hownjan^ Bjutoneare the name^ 
of Sydney and Hampden as rague as those of 
Gallitzin and William Tell ? The soimd is 
familiar, but it scarcely raises a singly associa- 
tion." , , . 

" The hope of apjilause," I replied, " though 
it may stimulate our exertipns, should never be 
allowed to direct our actions, and he that is 
honored by the discerning may readily dis- 
pense with the plaudits of th^ vulgar,". . _ 

"True, "he retiuned, "but those who bene- 
fit mankind may at least expect gratitude ; uid 
if the diuiger encountered by the patriot may 
be allowGid-to enhance, the debt, I know of 
none who hais so \aage a demand as the conspb- 
rator, whose xibject is universal good. . After 
once he impajrts his schemes to others, he lives 
in continual apprehansigns ; - every stranger is 
an object of -susf ioion ; ev^ry incident is preg- 
nant with danger. The-miatakes of ^is friends 
may ruin him, and a concealed ^nemy may 



■,C(K>tjl>J 



W tTPI OP Oni BTL 

hirk amongBt his associates ; for, aa hU design^ 
require numerous abettors, it is irery difficult 
to select m'atiy med without including soms 
traitor r and one infofmer is sufficient to blast 
aH hie hopes — as a single «park viU cause the 
explosion of the lalgest powder mngazine. I 
hare latterly felt so acuteVjr the -uncertainty of 
my' situation, that lam dele>mined to hasten 
the event of oiur plan ; for any conclusion 
would be preferable to protracted suspense. 

"I know not," I replied, "whether it is de- 
sirable topfersKt ia your scheme, for the reason- 
ing of onr friend, the Exile, never appeared to 
me so rafionid as since I entered this depot of 
Rebellion. A thousand thoughts start up in 
my mind, Which lean neither allay nor satis- 
factorily account for. These scattered instru- 
mgnts of destruction proclaim, that in' the fivent 
of an insurrection, numbers must die ; but how 
many are to taste the bitterness of death, defies 
%uman calcttlation. Onrselres, too, tnay be 
among the falleft, aoid. What ia moi^, the cause 
may be unsuccessful." 

" All these," interrupted Emmett, " depend 
Upon events and circumstances,' aboAt which 
we can know nothing positive ; 'tis for h* on- 
ly to ascertain'theprobttbility of Success, and 
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(0 persev^v ia ttl6 course which bouor slid du- 
ty point qnU Enough [(9 us to }iao\r that Ire- 
ItiDd requires ttie 6tan<)ard of revolt to be raised 
bjt some one, and ihaX neither defeat nor tri- 
nm]^ can add to or.-dinjinish our eonscioi^soeBS 
of rectitude. Impediments may crowd the long 
perspective before as, but beyond these are 
glory, honors, iuvnortatity — rewards, for ob- 
taining which no sacrifice is too great — ^no cji- 
terprize too dangerous.' 

" Ijct net," he continued, "my upprehen- 
sions too carelessly expressed, damp the ardor 
of your soul, for the reasons which Jirst induc- 
ed you to embark In this best of causes, are the 
same now as then, whatever argtunents you 
may h&ve heard to the contrary. We are 
young and unincumbered ; defeat can neither 
distre^ our friends nor niin- ourselves, for 
what have w&io lose but life } And life is held 
0x1 so uncertain a- tenure, that a thousand daily 
accidents may deprive us ot It,' and that too so 
suddenly and so soon as to leave our memory 
without on acccunpanying deed to keep it afloat 
on the stiream of time. Admitting for an in- 
stant that we shall (which Heaven forbid !) be 
unsuccessful, think not Xhot otir endeavors 
will b? foi^tten, or that our country will cease 
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to remembef US. No, my friend, 'the ' tyrant 
laws may condemn us, and tyrant authority 
asperse and vilify our characters ; but rely on 
it, that Irishmen shall reverence the names of 

K: and Elmmett while patritnism has admi^ 

rers, or Ireland a ' friend! Our counHy has 
never been ungrateful, and sO few have been 
her benefactors, fliat'ehe is prodigal of thanks 
for even dubious favors. Of us she ^:an have 
but one opinion, for ingenuous enmity cannot 
attribute any but laudable motives to out de^ 
signs! For Ireland I will sj^nd my private 
fortune, and for Ireland I shall, plea^ God, 
venture my life. Kosciusko is a name as be- 
loved in Poland as that of Wasington in Amer- 
ica. 

"But reverse this gloomy picture, and look" 
— as humanity should ever look— upon the 
bright side of things; for defeat does not al- 
ways terminate daring enterprises. Reflerct 
upon the consequences of success ; out ene- 
mies vanquished, our arms triumphant, and Ire- 
land free ! Our names associated with the 
liberators of nations, and ourselves'overwhelm- 
ed with the grateful benedictions of an emauy 
cipated people. Our youth will increase the 
general wonder, and the means by which we 
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shall ach^ve Bucli illustrious actions will aug- 
ment the pleasing Smazeuient. Add to th& 
the exalted stations we shall occupy, and the 
joyful approbation of our own bosoms ; and 
tell me, is not our present situation, taking alF 
things into, account, one that might well be 
envied ? Defeat caqnot deprive us of honor, 
nor death of glory ; while success, if obtained, 
has in store for us all those rewards which ev- 
er graced the most fortunate of mankind. 

" Opportunities for, great actions," says the 
moralist, " occnr but seldom, and surely he ill 
^eserve^ honor who lets the opportunity pass 
when it presents itself. Glory ^as found us, 
and let us embrace her ; the tide of our afiairs 
is at the flood, and let us embark upon the" 
waves of fortune : we are all attended, and 
^eaven seems propitious. A thousand years 
may pass, and a more fayorable moment may 
not again occur. 

" What, still thoughtful ? Oh, I see, Miss 

3~ has whispered something into your ear 

■wrhich.. htis o^rated unfavorably upon your 
mind. Well, I can-exCuse you, for a being of 
such perfect loveliness might well disturb a 
hermit's prayer, though I will not allow her" to 
divert a patriot's purpose." 
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" Thea," Mid I, ." you will not pardoa love 
itt a cOBspirator ?" 

"IcannotonlK pardon it," hereplied, "tut 
Eiiicerely wish that the tender passion may be 
alvays bleuded with the amor painm, for he 
that anticipates the commetidation of a beloved 
mistress, can nev'er act dishonorably. My 
friend," he continued, rising and taking me by 
the hand, " I too have oda whose praise I Wish 
to merit, and whose esaltaiiou, next ta my' 
country, is the first wish oif my heart. She is 
kind, she is lovely, and Heaven only .koows 
how good t" ■ • 

"And yet," I interrupted, " jcu wouW fliii^ 
away this jewef, without having the untutored 
Indian's apology, for yon know its- value." 
. " I know its value," he rejoined, " and, be- 
cause I know it, I wish to place it where lis 
worth may \ie appreciated. The- stagnant vale 
of inglorious ease is for those domestic enam- 
ored souls wlw are contenf to , p9ss a life of 
inactive worthlessness, and wlio wish to enjoy . 
affection without having merited Itive. Mine is 
a higher ambition : I must make' myself worthy 
of the woman of my choice, and the glory 
which slieds its lustre on thu husband shall re- 
fleet its splendor on the wife. Heaven forbid 
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that an ezcusatile passloa shoold thwart the 
g^eat- design of my liCe, or cause me for »n in- 
stant to neglect my country's good for the par* 
pose of ^omoting myown personal advantage. 
Wlutt earthly possessions couldeqiial the glory 
of faarkig.freed Ireland ffom foreign domina- 
tion ? apd, though failure might partially ob- 
struct its rays, we never can be deprived of the 
eoosciotOness of having deserved it." ■ 
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inett's sttochmeat for Mbs Cuitbu — Attempts to riut 
her, and b eaptorett— Hajor Birr^ , 

Tbe magazine which Etpmett had {»%pare<i 
for the outbreak was by no means despicable* 
It comprised the following warlike implements: 

145 lbs. of cannon powder in bundlea, 

11 boxes of fine powder; ■ ^ 

100 bottles filled with powder, enveloped 
with musket balls, and covered with canvass, 

246 hand grenades, formed of jpk. bottles, 
filled with<po<wder,'and encircled with buck- 
shot, ' 
' 62000 rounds of musket ball cartridge^ 

3 bushels of musket balls, - 

A quantity of tow mixei with tar and gun- 
powder, and other combustible matter, for 
throwing against woodwork, which whenignit- 
ed, would catise an iiustantaneous conflagra- 
tion ; sky rockets, and other signals, ice, and 
false beams filled with combua|Lbles ; and no 
less than 20,000 pikes. 

This superabundance of ammunition is an 
evident proof of Emmett having prtHjuses of - 
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la^ Kupplies of men, in which- promiaes be 
was fatally disappointed ; for instead of^having 
a force of thousands at his command, he cwld 
only muster a few himdreds on the eTeoing of 
the engagement. 

" On the morning' of the appointed day, 
(S3d of June, 1803) for this momebtouif enter- 
prise, " continues the same writer from whom 
we have been quoting, " the Kildare men were 
seen directing the^ hurried steps towards the 
Capital. They had collected about the depot 
in Marshalsea-lane and Thomas-strtet, in un- 
usoEd crowds, when about five o'clock they 
were persuaded by their officers to return 
home. This, with the defection of the Wick- 
low and Wexford laborers, wonld have deter- 
red a less ardent spirit than that of Emmett's 
from proceeding. His, though ^unped, oerer 
quailed under the danger that this disappoint- 
ment was likely to bring-on him and his fol- 
lowers. 

Towards dust he directed- the distribution 
of pikes amongst the waiting crowds in Thomas 
street, and proceeded to make the necessary eit- 
rangements for the contemplated attack. 

On the night of the %2d, w« assembled at . 
the depot, and, though- erery thii^ wme a 
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glcKHsy wpoct, resolvei] toperserece,. Thi^ 
different leaden rec«ired their instructions ; 
some were Jo assemble their forces in the Bar- 
ley Fields, now Mountjoy Square, some on the 
Coal Q-uay, and others in different parts of the 
town. These.were to act only in case of see- 
ing a third rocket, which Emmett was to send 
up when he considered the time arrived for 
tKcr commencement of hostilities. Emmett, 
Halachy, Bryan, and I, were to head the forces 
which were to attack the castle. 
^ Every thing being thus arranged, I bid my 
companions farewell for the night, .and return- 
ed to my lodgings. I could sleep but little, and 
when I awoke the next morning, the consci- 
ousness, of. being on the eve of a great event, 
filled my mind with gloomy apprehensions. 
To Reflect, however, was now useless, and 
without giving my thoughts time to infona 
against my purpose, I hurried to the depot, 
where I found all in confusion. The place 
was thronged by insurgents, who had arrived 
from tlie country, and whose presence served 
to obstruct the workmen. Malachy and Em- 
mett, with astonishing firmness, gave direc- 
tions ; and I was handed the printed proclama- 
tion to read. 
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As I looked upon the ezpressirg cormtexk- 
ances of the desperate and infatuated bwu 
around me, I could not resist the gloomy pre- 
science which the sCehe was calculated to im- 
part. It was a moment I would not wish to 
go through again, there was so much of fore- 
hoding evil — so much of personal misfortune 
to he apprehended — and so much toil and peril 
which must be endured, whether the rebetUoa 
triumj^ed or was crushed. My imagination, 
like a prism, collected all the rays of evil from 
probable discomfiture, and showed me, in ag- 
gravated horror, eiil the dangers I had to en- 
counter. However, to recede was now impos- 
sible, without incurring the imputation of cow- 
ardice, or what was more intolerable, the sus- 
picion of my associates. Actual bostUity'was 
preferable to either^ of these ; and, making a 
virtue of necessity, I recalled the memory of 
those conspirators ' who had been successful, 
and fortified my resolution by anticipating the 
same fortune, though every thing around m^ht 
have taught a rational man the ' extravagant 
folly of hoping to subvert a powerful govern- 
ment with a few hundred men, partiaHy anned. 
These, it is true, we thought, had only to raise 
'ibe standfml Of rebellion, and thousands were 
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ready to support it, but in future, who will rely 
upon tbe promises of conspirators V 

About sis o'clock, Enunett, Malachy, one or 
two others, and myself, put on. our ^£reen uni- 
fonn, trimmed with gold-lace, and selected our 
arms. The insurgents, who had all day been 
'^ell [died with whiskey, began to prepare for 
commencing an attack upon the Castle ,* and 
when all was ready, Emmett made an animat- 
ed address to the conspirators. At e%ht o'clock 
precisely, we sallied out of the depot, and when 
we arrived in Thomas Street, the iusu^nts 
gave three deafening cheers. 

The coQstemation excited by our presence 
defies description. Every avenue emptied ito 
curious hundreds, and almost every window 
exhibited half a dozen inquisitive heads, while 
peaceable shopkeepers ran to their doors, and 
beheld with amazement a lawless band of arm- 
ed insurgents, in the midst of a peaceable city, 
an hour at least before dark. The scene at 
first might have appeared amusing.to a careless 
spectator, from the singular dubious character 
which the riot wore; but when the rocket as- 
cended, and burst over the heads of the people, 
the aspect of things underwent an immediate 
and wonderful change. The impulse of the 
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moment was self-preservBtioD ; and those vho, 
a few minutes befiHre, seemed to loblt on with 
vacant wonder, now assumed a face o( honrori 
and fled with precipitation. The wish to e»< 
cape was simultaneous, and the e^emess with 
which the people retreated from before us irh- 
peded their flight, as they CTowded upon ond- 
another it) the entrance of alleys, courtways, 
and lanes.; while the screams of women and 
children were frightful and hetut-rendmg. 

"To the t)astle!" cried: -QUI, Enthusiastic 
leader, drawing his sword, and his f<dlower8Hp> 
peared to obey ; but when we reached the 
Market-house our adherents had wonderfully 
diminished, there not being more than twenty 
insnrigeats with us. 

"Fire the rocket!" cried Malachy. 

«.' Hold awhile," said fimmett, snatching the 
match from the .man's hand who was about aj*- 
plying it. " Let no lives be unnecessarily lost. 
Runback and see what detains the men." 

Malachy obeyed; and we remained nearthe 
Ifarket^house, waiting (heir arrival until the 
soldiers approached. 

" Our cause is lost.I " exclaimed Emmett, 
wiatching the rockets froin the'' man's hand 
iiiio cvried them, and trampling theoi under 
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hU feet, he continue^ "Lei our (riend^ at a 
distance esoapej comrades provide for yous 
own safety." - 

■ A s^troiish. qpw ensued, and ,we succeeded 
in foicing -our way into Francis-street, bi^t had 
not proceeded fat before we saw another pairty 
of soldiers advancing ^aitist us from the 
Cpombe,- . 

" This way, sir!" cried a -voice I had heard 
before, and Denis Howlan seized my arms, and 
pulled me iuto a street (Plunket-street ;) fuU of 
■ oH clothes shops.. About a dozen doors down 
we turned intoash^Pi.Denis asked as we en- 
tered, 'Trieud or foe?" "Friend I" cried an 
old man, hurrying us into a bacli parlour, and 
then«p stairs. ^"The roof, thereof," he whis- 
pered; and accordingly we made our exit 
through a donnan window. la the gutter, 
between the housesj we Jound three men, who 
had sought that place of safety ; and, having 
also danger to apprehend, we took, like them, a 
zecumhent posture. 

Througliout the night our ears were assailed 
witfj noise^ like those of a town suddenly at- 
tacked—bells ringin^^ — drums beating, and all 
the chmor of war — white an occasional shot 
announced that our danger was not over. My 
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compmionB sent up incessaht praywa for tbe 
sftfety of their eDthusiitstic leader, and, as I 
loved the man, I heartily joined in their obser* 
vations. . ^^ 

h,w98 .during the prepress of tbe insiu^ents 
from the depot, that the attrition -of the rear 
was cGTerted by the arrival of an equipage -, . a 
moment's enquiry satisfied the mob it was that 
of the lord chief justice o^ {reland. A halt was 
instantly called, disorder and tumult prflvailed ; 
the heaid» of the advancing party immediately 
returned upon their steps, and the massacre of 
the venerable hotd Kilwaiden was called for 
«id eonunitted by some ■cold-'blooded mffiane 
amongst them ! 

It is universally agreed that the murder of 
this esteUent man was the unpremeditated aA 
of a ferocious rabble ; ' but there are v&noua ac- 
counts of their probable motives in wantonly 
-sacrificing so u[Hight and humane a judge to 
their fury. A populu explanation of this -is-, 
timt the perpetrators mistook him for another 
person. .There i& also an acconOt which ad- 
mits the mistake in th»first instiqioe, but- sub- 
joinsotfaer-particulars, which appear sufficiently 
{Kobable ; and as-semo of the faots, of- whi<di 
-tbne i8iiotloUbt,Tefleot ibe tug^asthoiiorupon 
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hotd EttwdaQ'snMmwy, the vh^^Mll b« 
fa«e giTon. - , - 

la tbe yur 179ff, vhen he was attorney 
general, a number of yonng hien (all of whom 
were between the ages <tf fifteen and twenty) 
were' indietad for high tretisos. Upon the day 
appointed for their trial, they appeared in the 
4ock, wearing shirts with tuckers and opra cot- 
tars, in the manner i^al with beys. Whan 
the chid' justice of^-the King's Bench, before 
wfapm they w«e to be tried, came into court, 
and (^iserring them, he-called oat, " Well, Mr, 
Attorney, I suppose you're ready to go on with 
the truds of Aese tucherai traitors 7" The at- 
tomey-geceral was ready, and had attended few 
tbe purpose; but ind%nant and dii^osted at 
hearing such ladgaage fh)m the judgment seat, 
he veee and replied, "No, my lord,Iam not 
ready ; and (added he, in a low tone to one of 
the ^isonw's counsel who wbs near him) if I 
hare any power to save the tivos of these boys, 
whose extreme youth I did not befcne observe, 
Aet man shjUl ntvec bare the gratification of 
passing sentence opon a single one of those 
titekered traitMs.^' He performed bis |«omise, 
audsoon-alter pmoured'pardons for them alt 
Upon dw condiliod of tbrnr expatiittiag tiuni» 
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Mires. fHvrar; tm OM ^- dum dbstinitdy m- 
fonog to aeeept the pudcm, upon that- eondi* 
ticxi, he Vss tfieet, eoaricted md executed. 
Thus hi the &6t qpon ondiUe aothoritit*; 
.wfiat follows is gireB as as aaoiitfae&ticated i»> 
part. ' .^ter-tlie deoUiof this yonug raan* his 
MlatiTMfit.ia stid,- readily liateotiig^ to ereiy 
Wsre}Hes8Qlsthni which flattflrecl their resenl- 
meil^t, beeuOe penuadedlhftt tiie attomey-geo* 
end had wleoted hkq alone to saffer the titDMBt 
MTerity of the lan^ Oao ot these, (a faaoa 
■amed 3b«tm(m)-'ncas an msBt^eot m the Z3i 
«l( July, iaA 'vheu Ixnrd Kilwardeli, hearii^ 
^M popular cry of rrageance^ exdakoed from 
tt»csmage, "it-isIi'Ktfirardeii, chief justice o£ 
the King's Bemh 1" " Then I" cried out ShaiH 
DbD, -"yee've the man th^ / want I" and 
^iwged a jMke into tag lordship's- body. 

It vas at this period, it is asserted, that Ifr. 
Etanptt, ami the-e&et leaders, whs had beea 
•eOte^rint more than an hour wgaged in atask 
ftv beyond tiieir potrws, retired in despair at 
finding a& oemmasd disiegarded, all afierts to 
produce subordimuion ineffectual; and their 
&Tortte project o£ seizing the caMle iqeoled for 
Uie slightest Opportunity that oecuned of in< 
dnlgingthepwdatny diepentioDOf tbeie afls»< 
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«iBt£3 to rajwM «itd nmniwr. B Iws been UEged 
in- their &T(H, ;tliftt sbocl^ and. ^iegu^diit 
the murder of Lord Kilvaideo; th« cimfa in- 
qttuitaneously.«Euite to the: r«8o}utiou of .abe|l- 
■cLonklg thettiwpiuicipled ff^lowers. - . > 

Adetachment'Of the; regular ateay contuag 
up nov, commenced a Jiiisk ^ on-lhe-retoaiit- 
-iag insurgenlsj and obhged them, aCte^Ji diovt 
fceutance, to seek safety in-^ight: ' A pfirty of 
w^diQrs, statitHied at ih^ Goooibe, Jisder Ij^u- 
tenaat Douglas, was attacked by-tfie-mob. vlw 
were retiring -from Thomas-Btreelir and tbade>:4o 
giye way after asevere Hkiroiish-. .At this at- 
tack the brayery ofa TeaeraWo ojd man shoae 
conspipjiouo j htfi son w^is attacked -and, sorely 
pressed by the bayonet 'of one of Uie sol^iora, 
;and w.ouid inevitably have J^eeii sacrificed, bad 
not the parent, who saw his danger, slept in 
apd received-the blow intended for the sotK, 

The soldier suffei^d- the fate he gare j Jbe 
was piked iaetatitaneoualy 'by the JoAtriate 
tyouth, who- relired .■with agonized TeeEagB, 
■ leaving the two bodies side by sidop— sad: i&t- 
,mentos of the effects of. bad taws, and misgov- 
-emmfiut. It was never '-exactly known the 
-numbei-8 of lives lost sn this night ; it is sup- 
^>06ed,. however, there cwild not- b»lfisa than 
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«ighi7-, iacladiag the loss on botMictes: Em- "^ 
meUfed toJhemjiHint«ins; he amved in time 
to ffeveut a eontemplated riaiag of tfae Ibsuf- 
geats. ' iHunedjalely af^r, be and the othw 
ieadsrs m. the cooBpiracy ixist in a glea in tb« 
Wicklow meunt^iDs, to consult on .plans of 
iatute opbmtioDS. • . 

A¥£.bad just, g^wd tbei (8c«at o£^ lofiy 
-hHt, on ouf way to the jdacq of mwiiing, when 
A^sbiUL ,whistlBy< apparently ^u^t far distant, 
brou^it us -to a full stop, and' in an instant, a 
dozen men started .up,, as .if by some magical 
E^ency -froni~. the. heath around us. "Your 
]^in&{tnd bueiiiees.!'-' demanded a glosBay-look- 
iog figure ^ifho stood-'befwe us,, wrapped up in 
a -great t^oaki. 

;.^.'*jOurBainesand lousiness-?" -repeated Denia.; 
'maybe we've neather ; what would you have 
thBuV ■....,- 
..." YouEr life!'' repl^d our interto^or) ap- 
.proacbiDg us with a pistol in each hvid. 
<'H0)di" «xclaiiaed a man rushing between 
lUs, "^these .are. frienib. .You spa^pewt,: don't 
you know Deals Howlan?'.' 
■ ■ "Faith, Oaptain Dwyer,V said my eompan- 
, ipQ, with .the utmost sa?^ ^mcT, "it just is 
Denis Howlon himself, and this is a real friend 
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of GkM Eauttett, tiien^ it is am hiaaM 
Ibat'fliait u hehaan^tgotonhis oWn-clotbes.'" 

"No matter ftur that," replied Dwyer, "bairt- 
Ki to Uie- gUnu The council aremeetrng, tmd 
1 smiieralo prevMitiQtnidfMW-'^an^m— good 
pight — ^Babes* to your cover." 

IlL the gleo, as the outlaw had infonned nt, 
we found Beroml ptfsont assembled } -aad when 
myoBjXie-'wsa sBnounced, tme of them adraa- 
ced fiom a circle fortned rouod htm, and seis- 
ed my hat^ — it waa the uofbttunate enthusiwt, 
Robert Smmett. His raananr waa most kiad 
ud i^ectionate, and be coogntalated ipe, with 
every deraoortistiMi of nncerity,«n my esci^ 
&atn the daughter of the preceding evenaig- 
He lamented the 6ite of Malachy and ^'^n, 
and seemed deeply afEscted at Aediscoilifitura 
cf his scheitie. 

I soon learned that my friend, with~ some 
«^ws,. had escaped to these hills en Saturday 
Bight, an time to prevent a conteoni^aled ndng 
of &M insQ^ents; aatl had met, this evmmg, 
the leaders iji the consiHraey, to coDKilt <» 
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looniitunB and tuteeaaM of Vword and WicUow, kf- 
t«rma,ladiorawlT MlMttmaa^M "Ihe SibM a(th« 
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^■ns of ftitore operatioDs. Host o( ih«m n- 
eommended ngoroos measnres; and BtreaiieD»> 
ly advised an immeduite attack on WtcMov, 
Atklow, &«. stating that all the kingdom vas 
ripe for revolt. The time had passed for Em- 
mett to credit such Etreepiiig assntions, and 
-though he did not contradict his. friends, Iw 
' anbesitatingly condemned the having any tta- 
ther reconrse to hostilities. "For," ssdd he, 
<' defeated in our first gruid ^tempt, all iia- 
thet endeavors must be AttSe. Our enanies 
are armed ; onr fri^ids are dispirited ; and otir 
only hope is now in patien^. The justice tt{ 
oar cause must one day tnc^'^ph, and let D8 
not indiscreetly protract the {. liod by any pre- 
mature endeavors to acceH -- 1 it. No doubt I 
could, in forty>'^;^ht hoqff, Wi-ap the whdie! 
kingdom, in tf ' r ^mes of v^bellion ; . but as I 
have no ambition be ,\.ud tho good of my coun- 
try, best study her i^^ei-est^ ixid the interett of 
ffeedom, by declinii^ to'^avate my name up- 
on the rain <rf thonsunds, sudaff(»d our tyrants 
an apol<^ to Attv another chain around un- 
happy Ireland. In rev<dts, the first blow de- 
cides the contest — we have aimed one, and mi»- 
sjag the mark) let us tetire unobserved, and 
teave &e enemy ign<»out d die hand-that was 
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nised for th«F destniction. IinpMMtniUe W" 
ciecy mnounds all our measures ; the loss we 
hare sustained is -incousiderablB ; and, unac- 
quainted with their own danger, and the ex- 
^tent of our resources, the tyrants of Ireland will 
relapse into false security,' and afford us, per^ , 
haps, sooner than we imagine, another oppor- 
tunity to attack the hydra of oppressim. Let 
me, therefore, my friends, advise you to act 
with- that jwudence which becomes men en- 
gaged, in the grandest of all causes, the liberar 
tion of their country. Lc cautious, be silentt 
and do not afford our-enemies aiiy ground for 
either tyranny or suspicion; but, above all, 
never forget that you are United L^hmen, 
sworn to promote the liberty of your country 
by all the jueans in your power. • 

**! have now relieved-my bosom fi-omaload 
of appr^ensiOD, and in preventing the revolt of 
last night from assuming the form of rebellion, 
I am conseious of having saved the lives of 
thousands of my fellow-countrymen. When 
■ die libeller of my name and intentions shall 
charge the blood of yesterday to my memory, 
I hope there wUl not be wanting some one to 
recollect, that if a Httle has been- shed through 
my lueaiu,! .have ■asred tho iffiiBion of one 
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hundred times as much, on whidi I might have 
floated to a disreputable notoriety. 

"Over my futiite destiny Fate has throwti a 
veil which ' mortal eyes cannot penetrate. 
Should I succeed in evading the pursuit of my 
enemies, you may expect to see me once more 
armed in the cause of Ireland ; but should I fall 
on the scafibld, let not the coward or the knave 
intimidate you from again and again appealing 
to Heaven in behalf of your rightsand liberties 
by appealing 'to taiy recent failure. Oh! I be- 
seech you, as friends and fellow-patriots, to be- 
lieve me, and in the name of our common coun- 
try I charge you transmit it to your children, 
that, had I only one thousand pounds more, 
and another thousand men, I had overthrown 
the temple of despotism, and given liberty to 
Ireland. My plan was an admirable one, but 
there was failure in every part, and from these 
-defects let future patriots learn to prevent simi- 
lar consequences. Our attempt will not be un- 
productive of good ; our government will learn 
from it, that they will never besecure while an 
Emmett i§ in existence, and the conspinrtor 
-will see, that tens of thousands may know his 
secret without even, one being found capable 
of betraying it. Gentlemen) you will no^ 
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IcK^ to yoar own aafety/and as for me, I shall 
do the best I can to quit the country, in the 
hope of t^ain meeting yoa under more happy 
auspices." , 

He spoke in a subdued and feelii^ tone, and 
as be bade tbem all tarevell, he appeareKl deep- 
ly affected. JJter some hesitation, his advice 
VB8acquies<!ed in, and the assemUy began to 
separate, two and three at a time. 

Enuuett'was now pressed to make his escapd 
before government obtained information re* 
spcHiting his place of concealment ; an oppor- 
tunity then offered of his doing so, as several 
fishing smacks lay off the coast, the owners of 
which were iusutg^its. He replied to his 
friends who were pressing him : — 

" I shall follow your advice in a few days ; 
but I cannot yet quit Ireland. Excuse my ob- 
stinacy, but there is one to whom I must bid 
an oternal fiirewell, before the terrors of govern- 
ment Aail force me into exile^J Why should I 
refuse to acknowledge the cause ? for I am not 
ashamed of a weakness tb^ compels me to do 
an ujt of justice — to beg, and, if possible, to 
obtain forgiveness from a woman whom I have 
unintentionally ii^ured — tvhom I have loved ao 
wellj that I must ooee more see her, hear her, 
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and convene with her, though ten tboiiBaQd 
deaths awaited on the inteiriew. You now 
see, my frends, the catne of my not complying 
with your a/AviBC, and ^ough you ^ould con- 
demn my notions as extraragtuit, I cannot con- 
seitt to forego njy rraolution. 

The lady to whom poor Emmett was so en- 
thusiastically attached, was the youngest 
daughter of the celebrated Curran ; and, if re- 
port may be credited, she was every way 
worthy of a heart so fond, so gentle and so no- 
ble, as thai of Robert Emmett. 

There is no doubt but Emmett could have 
escaped the vigilance of the officers of the law, 
but for his detertdination to have an interview 
with his loved. He could not leave his native 
isle without bidding a last adieu to her he so 
dearly loved. In his attempt to do this, he took 
refuge in a house that belonged to his father in 
an adjoining village to Mr. Curran's residence. 

Here he wrote several letters to Miss C , 

and while anxiously awaiting an answer, the 
house he was in was suddenly surrounded by 
police officers, headed by the celebrated Major 
SiBB, who rushing into the apartment, seized 
him as he was sitting down to dinner. 

Mr. Curran, in the case of Hevey vs. Sin, 
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thusohvscterizesthia notorious iodiridu^l: — 
It was at this sad crisis (1798) that Major SiiTj 
{torn aa obacure individual, started into notice 
and consequence. It is in the hot-bed of pub- 
lic calamity that such inauspicious prodlicts are 
accelerated without being matured. From be- 
ii^ a town-msyor, a name scarcely legible in 
the list of public incumbrances, he became all 
at ooce invested with all the real powers of the 
most absolute authority. 

With this gentleman's extraordinary eleva- 
tion began the story of the sufferings and ruin 
of Hevey. A man was prosecuted by the 
state ; Hevey, who was accidentally [weseDt at 
the trial, kno^v^ing the witness for the prosecu- 
tion to be a person of infamous character, men- 
tioned the circumstance in court. He was 
sworn, and on his evidence the prisoner was 
acquitted. In a day or two after, Mf^or Sirr 
met Hevey jUi the street, asked how he dared 
to interfere in his business? and swore,, by 
G — d, he would teach him how to meddle with 
'his people.' On the following evening poor 
Hevey was dogged in the dark into some lonely 
alley — there he was seized, he knew not by 
whom, nor what authority — his crime he sotm 
learned: it waa treason hd had gommitted 
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against th« majesty of Major Sirr, He wa^ 
immediately conducted to a place of imprison- 
ment in the castle yard, called the proTost. Of 
this mansion of misery, Major Sandys was the 
keeper. Here Hevey lay about seven weeks, 
he was at last discovered among the sweepings . 
of the prison. ' Hevey,' said the Major, ' I have 
seen you ride a smart bit of a mare-^you can't 
use her here — you had better give me an order 
for her.' Hevey, induced by hopes and by 
fear, gave the order. The major accepted the 
order, saying, ' youir courtesy will not cost you 
mucli — you are to be sent down to-morrow to 
Kilkenny to be tried for your life — you will 
most certainly be hanged, and you can scarcely 
think that your journey to the other wodd will 
be performed on hoiiseback, Hevey was ac- 
cordingly transmitted to Kilkenny, tried by a 
court martial, and coinvicted. upon the evidence 
of a person under sentence of death, who had 
been allured by a proclamation, offering a re- 
ward to any man who would c.onie forward and 
give any evidence against the traitor HeVey. 
Lord Cornwallis read the transmiss of Hevey'S 
con&mnation — his .heart recoiled from the de- 
M of stupidity and barbarity. He dashed his 
pea across the odious record, and ordered that 
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Hevey ihauld be forthwith lilMTated. On his 
ntum to Dublin, Hevey met Miyor 'Sandys, 
and demanded his nmre : .' Ungrateful Tillain,' 
says tiiB Majw, ' is ttiis the gratitude yon abovr 
to his Majesty and to me, for our clemency to 
yo» — you sban^t get possession of the beast.' 
Hevey brought an action for the mare ; the 
.. mf^or, not choosing to come into court and 
• suggest the probable success of a thousand ac-> 
ti<His, restored the property. 

Three years bad elapsed since the deliver- 
ance of Hevey — the public atmosphere had 
cleared — the private destiny of Hevey seemed 
to have brightened, but the malice of his ene- 
mies had not been appeased. On the 8th of 
September, 1801, Mr. Hevey was sitting ia a 
public coffee' house— Major Sirr was ther^— 
Mr. Hev«y was informed that Major Sirr had 
at that moment said, that he (Hevey) ought to 
^ve been hanged. Mr. Hevey was fired at 
thecha^e ; he fixed his eye on Sirr, and ask- 
ed if he had dajed to say so ? Sirr declared 
that he had, and had said truly. Hevey an- 
swered, that he was a slanderous scoundrel. 
At the instant' Sirr rushed upon hin), and as;, 
sisted by three or four of his sateUities, who 
had attended him in di^ise, sectired him, and 
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■ 'vent him to th% castle goaiA, dttrtriog tfaaCa 
receipt might begifen-fcw the villi^. He 
'via sent thither. The cffficer of the gaaid 
chanced to be -an Suglishman, b^ lately at-' 
rived in Inland — he said (d Ute baili^' ' if this ' 
■vns iA England, I should think this- geatleniaA 
entitled to bail, but I don^t know Ae . lavs of 
tills country: — however, I thii^ 70Q had better 
loosen those ironti on his wtvAs, or they may 
.kiHhim.' 

Major Sirr, the defendant, aoaa arrived, went 
into his office,' and returned with an order 
which he had written, and by wtue of which 
Mr. Hevey was conveyed to his old fiiiend and 
gaoler, Major Sandys. Here he waa flung into 
a room of about thirteen feet by -twelve— it 
was «dled the hospital of the jHflvost— it was 
occupied tty six beds, in which were to lie 
fourteen or fifteen miserable wretches, some of 
them sinking under contagious disorders. Here 
he passed the ^t night Without bed cw food. 
The next morning his humane bveper, the 
Major, appeared. Mr. Hevey demanded why 
he was so imprisoned, complained of hunger 
and asked for the gaol allowance. Major 
Sandys replied with a torrent of abuse, which 
' be concluded by saying — your crime is your 
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l&solene« to Major Sitr j however, he dfsdaiaq 
to trample on you— you may appesea him by 
projier tmd contrite subioission ; but unless you 
do, yon shall rot where you are. I tell you 
this, that if goTeroment wiH not {arotect us, by 
"G-^-hJ, we Ti^ill not them. You will prob»Wy 
(for I kaow yonr insolent and ungrateful h^di- 
ness) attenpt .to get out by aa habeas oorpas, 
but in ' ttia^ yea .will find yourself mistaken ^ 
much as a rascal deserves.' Hevey was inso- 
lent enough to issue -aD-habeas corpus, and a 
retara was made on it, ' that Hevey was in 
custody under a warrant from General Graig, 
on a charge of l%b treason.' ' That the return 
was a gross fidsehood, fabricated by . Sirr, I am 
iQstructed to hssert. The judge, before whom 
this return was brought, felt that he bad no 
authority to liberate the unhappy prisoner • 
and thus, by a most inhuman and malicicws lie, 
my cUent was again remanded to the horrid 
mansion of pestilence and faoune. Upon this, ' 
Mr. Hevcy, finding that nothing else remained 
signed a submission dictated by Sandys, xras 
enlai^d from confinement, and brought the 
Resent action. 

The- jury awarded Mr. Hevey 150f. dama- 
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Hie condnot of Vr. Emmett after bia arT«rt— IQi letter t» 
Joba Fhilpot Cumji — His associates — Trial and Cddtic- 
tioa — His eelebratsd «peecli ia defeact of tus charaetsA* 

Afteh his arrest, the unfortunate Eromett 
betrayed no tokens of fear or perturbation, but 
evinced the samo cfdm and dignified aspect 
vhich ever distinguished this extraordinary 
young man. 

A few days after, he wrote the following let- 
ter to Mr. Curran , detailing the origin and pro. 
gressof his attachment for the daughter of that 
gentleman : 

" I did not expect you to be my cotuisel. I 
nominated you, because not to have done so 

- nftight have appeared remarkable. Had Mr. 

been in town, I did hot even wish lo have seeu 
yon ; but as he was not, I wrote to you to come 
to mfe at once. 1 know that Ihave done you a 
very severe injury, much greater than I can 
atone for yvith my life ; that atonement I did 
offer to make before the privy council, by plead- 
ing guilty, if these do<;uments were suppressed, 
I offered, if I were permitted to consult some 
peiWMU, end if they would consent to Blii- ter- 
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commodation for ■ saving' the lives of others, 
that I would only require formy part of it, the 
supjMression- of those dociimedts, igjd that I 
would abide the event of myown trial. This 
■ also was rejected, and nothing but individual 
information, (with the exception of names,) 
would be taken. My intention was, not to 
leave the suppression ■ of those documents to 
possibility, but to render it unnecessary for any 
one to plead for me, by pleading guilty to the 
chaige myself. 

" The circnmstances that i am now going to 
mention, I do not State in my own justification. 
Wiien I fust addressed you/ daughter, I ex- 
pected that in another .week my own fate would 
be decided, I knew that in case of success, 
many others njight look on me differentljt from 
what they did at that moment ; but I speak 
with sincerity^ when I say, that 1 never was 
anxious for situation or'distinction myself, and 
I do not wish to be united to one who was. I 
spoke to your daughter, neither expecting," por, 
in lact, under such circumstances, wi$hing, that 
there should be a return of attachment ; but 
wishing to judge of her dispositions, to know 
how far they might not be unfavorable or 
disengaged, and to know what fbimdatioa I 



might afterwards bave to coom on. I reeeiTed 
no encouragfl[nent~whatever. She told me sh« 
had no -attachment^ibr any-pefsoa, ;K)r did; she 
seem likely to. have atfy:thatQould^ make h^ 
wish to cfnit yon. I'staJd avt'Sy till the tjiaB 
had elapsed when-I found' that t}ie event to 
"which I-atlude was to be postponed itidefiniti^ 
ly. I returned by a kind of infatuation, think- 
ing that to myself- only was I giving pkasuie 
or pain. I perceived no progress of attachment 
on herpart, not any thing in her conduct Uf dis- 
tinguish me frcrni a commendcquaiotanoe. Af- 
terward^ I h&d reason ta suppose that discQV- 
eHcs were made, and that I should be obliged 
to quit the kingdom immediately : and I came 
to make a renunciation of- any -approach to 
friendship that might have been &)rn;ied. On 
that very day she spoke tame to discon^ue 
my visits ;' I told tier it was my intention, and 
Imwitioned-the reason. I then, for. the. first 
time, found I was linforimiate, by the manner 
in which she waa afiectad, that there was a re- 
turn of affectionf and_ that it was too -late to re- 
treat. Myown fq)preheneions, ajso, I aftet- 
wards fOulid, were withSRt cause, and I remain- 
ed." There has been" much cnlpabUitf on my 
part.m ^Ithis, but there has also b»en a great 



AmI of that AiafoituQe vhich seems iraiform- 
Ijr to aecompaar loe. That l-beae writtea to 
jora dmghtd naee aa unfcutuoate event has 
taken jilace, was an oddititBial breach of pro> 
prietjr, ibr Tfaich I hars sufibted well ; but X 
wilLcimdjdlyconfessjthatliiotoBljrdo not fe^ 
it to bavebeenof tb^same extent, bat tltatl 
a&uaiAet it to have been unaroidable, after 
what had passed ; for though I will not attemiA 
to justify, -in the smallest degree,, my fonoer 
conduct, yet wh«i an attachm&nt was once 
formed between us — and « sineerer <hid never 
^lid exist — ^I feel tluit, peiioliarly cifcmnstaaced 
•8 1 then was, to hare- left her uncertftin pf my 
ntuation would neither have weao^d tei a^ 
fectiona, nor lessened Jier anxiety ; teti kitt- 
ing upon her as one whom, if I hod lived, I 
hoped to hare had my fijartneF for life^ 1 did 
hold.^e i«noviHg her anxiety abere ev«ry 
other coneideraticm. I would rathec faare had 
the aSectioos of yooc daughter ia the back 
settlements of Atneiica, than the first situation 
thra comitiy . could . afford wiUioat tbem. I 
fcoow not whether this woi^ be any extesua- 
tion of my offratce — I know not whether it 
will be any extenuatioa of it to knew, that if 
I had that eitoetioa in my power at tlus mo- 
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BWDtjI-wonHrdinqtUBh.il todeTOtemylifeto 
beit happines^^ knov not vbethm: sucoees 
vonld have blotted out the recc^eotioo of what 
IhaVedone-M^Ut I kaow that a mBO* vith th« 
celdneas of death ia him, need not b^ made to 
feel «iy otfaer-ci^daess, aad thai be may b« 
^aied any addition to the misery he feels, not 
for himself, but for those to v^tom he has Itift 
aAbiogbut fl«noT." - - 

'Hie origitiidj from vbioh the ekoreo lenor 
bas be^ c^ted, was hot signed'or datott^ 

Upon the arrest of Mr. Kmnett, some p&> 
pers weie found about bis person, which show- 
ed ^xt w^eqnent te the insorrection, he bad 
comespondedwith one of Mr. Cnrran'^s family : 
« warrant aecordiagly followed,as a matter 6t 
castas, to examine Mr. Ourraa's hoOse, whera 
«tmi& of Mr. Emmett's letters wwe foundt 
which, together with the docuraeols taken up- 
on bis person, placed beyond doubt, his con- 
nection with the late conspvacy, and were ai- 

terwards used in evidence upon his triaL 

"^ At the instance of the Attorney GenwaJ, 
Hr. O'Gradt, Mr. Goxbmx accompanied him 
to-the privy council. Upon his festentrance, 
there was some indicatMHi of the hostile spirit 
which be had origio^y appiriM tid ad. A uo* 
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lie lord, who at that time held the 'highest ja* 
dicial situatioii in Ireland; undertook to exam- 
ine him upon' the transactien which occasioned 
bis presence.: To do this was imdoiibtedlf 
bis duty. . He fixed his eye upon Mr.-Cfutany 
and was proceeding, to cross-examine his coun- 
tenance, whoQ'(as it is well remtmbered by 
spectators o£tlie seeoe) the swell of indi^os- 
tion, and the gleam o^'sfem. dignity and co\- 
tempt which hb encountered there, gavfl his 
own nerves. tUe shock wltioh- he had medilatftd 
for another's, and compelled him to shrink 
back inhtscU^ir, sil^^ii aod disconcerted at 
tlie failnre-of liig rash e^cpehmeol-. Wilh thia 
single exceptiw), Mr. Curran.w^ treated with- 
the utmost de)icacy.' 

A siiecial coipmiasion was opened to try 
Eomiettaud nineteen other priSonets in Dnh- 
lin, oil the 3tst of August^ 1SU3. . Of these 
nineteen, one was acquitted, and .another re- 
lived ; the next were convicted andexeciited 
on the evidence of various witness??. We give 
a brief sketch of some of 13nimett's associate^ 
taken from a Ijtlle bpok before us : 

Amongst the unfortunate men convicted 
were some of the principal associates of Em- 
Biett in tiie in»iiiectiou> Mr. Kuaeet was tiw 
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SOD Qf aa officer of f^|Hitation m his^. Majesty's 
service, and who, having, retired, enjoyed aa 
houorable retreat in the situation of master of 
the royal, hospital for veterans at Kiltnainham, 
near Duhlin. , He wa8,plat!ed early in the .ar- 
my, wid served at Bunker's Hill, and the sub- 
sequent campaigns in North America. After 
the peace, ^e .either retired on half pay, or his 
corps was reduced. He was affectionate aiid, 
tepderrhearted, and possessed every feeling find 
sentiment of the gentleman. After the arrest 
of Emmett, Russel introduced himself clandes- 
tinely into Dublin, withr a view to jescue his 
friend, if possible, under fayor of some con^mo- 
tion. About two days after his arrival, it Ijo- 
c^nc known that some person was mysterious- 
ly secceted in - the immediate vicinity of the 
Ci(stle. Information to .this effect having beon 
conveyed to Major Sirr, that. olJicer procee.clcd 
to theexaminatiooof a house in Pariiameut 
street, where he was fpund, and to whom Mr. 
Russel, though well armed, surrendcreil with- 
out resistance. It was supposed thai Ift was,- in 
this act, influenced by a .religions scruple. 
He *as immediately transmitted td Down Pat" 
rick, in tlje North of Ireland, where he wag 
^rtly after brought to trial, mid uftoD tbw 
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clearest ^ridence of his trcaaoo, eonvieted,' 
After his trial, he tnatufested all ^at wildnesa 
of religions enthusiasm, which had fw some 
time fornjed the prominent feature of his char- 
acter. Oh conviction, he addressed the Court 
at great length, and with remid'kable firmnesa 
Be declai-ed- his adherence to the political 
opitiions for which he was aboiit to suffer, and 
touched in a tender point, the gentlsmen of the 
county of Down, by whom he was surrtwnded* 
These gentlemea, although" latterly become 
more anxious to ^ciire their jwoperty than to 
preserve the circle of their liberties, had been 
foremost in the outcry for parliamentary re- 
form and political Independence. Rnssel re- 
minded them ofthis circumstance, and declared 
that he was doomed to suffer for endeavoring 
to put into execution the lessons .imbibed 
amongst them. 

A man ofdifferent stamp was Dwyer. ■ This 
man, at the head of a gang of deserters and 
banditti, had remained in arms from the period 
of the rebellion of 1798, obstinately rejecting 
repeatedly proffered mercy, and who dexter- 
ously eluding all pursuit, had sustained 'him- 
aelf under the protection of the almost inacces- 
•cible fastnesses of the Wisldow Uduntains' 
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His party did not osteilslbty exceed twenty 
but he was aiipposed to possess unbounded in. 
fltfence over the peasants of the district, so that 
a tai^e body, on any notable undertaking, was 
within his means of command. Dwyer arid 
his band of outhiws afterwards snbntitted, on 
the stipulation that their lives should be scared. 

The trial of Mr. Ehitnett took place at the 
Sessions-House^ Greene street.on Monday, the 
19th d4y of September, 1803, before Lord' 
Norbury,* Mr. Baron George, and IWr. Baron 
Daly, Mr. O'GraJy acting as Attorney-General. 
He ■was charged in the Indictment with " com- 
passing the dejwsition and death of the King, 
and conspiring to levy war against the Kirig 
within the realm."' . 

Mr. Emtnett having pleaded not guilty, was ' 
given in charge; and the indictment wjjs then 
opened by an address frtam the Attorney-Gen- 
eral, in substance as follows : 



♦The Irish ever after had a spiteagaimt this disoitsry. 
for the crneltj be dieplayed thri^hojit tlia trial of Mr. Ein- 
mett. It is said tbat Jie was killed by on Irish lad ub his 
mrndtHiiMii. The boy aceostedliiDi'une day, near his resi- 
di'DCu, Iiaadod him a letter, aad w]i;le he was reading H, 
shot him Hirough the heart. ITma peri-licd a man tvLoso 
Kindi«ti«e and tyraonicalBpiril oTsrwhelmed «Tery bettw 
ieeling of ItU nature. 
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My Lord, and Gentlemen of the Jvfy : 

Ii is my duty to state as concisely as I can, 
theuature of the charge which has been pre- 
ferred against the prisoner at the bar, and also, 
the nature of the evid«iice which will be pro- 
duced to substantiate the charge. It will- re- 
quire T>n your part, the most deliberate cMisid- 
cratiou ; because it is not ■on]y the highest 
crime of which at all times the subject can be 
guilty, but It Feceives, if possible, additional, 
aggravation when we consider the state of Eut 
rope, and the lamentable consequeooes which 
revolution has already brought upon it." 

- Perhaps at former poriods some allowance 
might be madefor the heated imagination of 
enthusiasts ; perha])s an extravagant love of 
liberty, might for a moment snpersede-a rational 
understanding, and might be induced, for waot 
of sulllcient e^erience or capacity, to look for 
that liberty in revolution. But it is not the 
read to liberty. It throwsthe massofthe peo- 
ple into agitation, only to bring the worst and 
the most profligate to the surface. It originates 
in anarchy, proceeds in bloodshed, and ends in 
cftiel and unrelenting despotism. 

Therefore,- Gentlemen, the crime of which 
the prisoner stands charged, demands the most 
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serious and deep investigation, because it is in 
its nature a crime of the blacLest die, and 
which, tinder all existing circutnEtances, does 
not admit of a momentary explanation. 

Gentlemen, .the prisoner stands indicted tm- 
der a very ancient statute — the 25th of Ed- 
ward the III.— aiid the indictment is grounded 
on three clauses. The first relates to compass-' 
ing and imagining the death of the king— the 
second in adhering to his enemies-7-and the 
third in compassing to levy war against him. 
The two latter, namely, that of adiiering to 
the king's enemies, and that of compassing to 
levy war, are so intelligible in themselves that 
they do not require any obversation upon them. 
But the first admits of some technical consid- 
erations, and may require on my part a short 
explanation. 

In the language of the law^ compassing the 
death of the king, does notmeaii or imply ne- 
cessarily, any immediate attack iipon his per- 
son. But any conspiracy which has for its ob- 
ject an alteration of the laws, constitution, and 
government of the country by force, uniformly 
leads to anarchy and general destruction, and 
finall)! tends to endanger the life of the king. 
And, therefore, where that design is substan- 
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tiated, and manifeEted by overt' acts, wfiettev^r 
the parly entertaining the design, uses any 
means to carry his traiiorons intentions into 
execution, the crime of compassing and imagin- 
ing the death of the king is complete. 

Accordmgly, gentlemen, this indictment par-' 
ticularly states overt acts, by which the prison- 
er disclosed the traitorous imagination of his 
heart — and, if it shall be necessary, those par- 
ticular overt acts, and the applicabiltiy of the 
evidence which will be produced to support 
them, will be stated at large to you by the 
court, and therefore, it will not be necessary 
for me now to trespass upon the public time, 
by aminute examination of thorn. 

Gentlemen, having heard the charge agaiiist 
the prisoner, you will naturally feel that your 
duty wiil require an investigation into two di»- 
linctpoitits : first, whether there has, or has 
not existed a traitorous conspiracy and rebel- 
lion foe the purpose of altering the law, the 
coastitution, and the government of the coun- 
try by force ? — And, secondly, whether tho 
prisoner has in any, and in what degree, par- 
ticipated in that conspiracy and rebellion ? 

Gentlemen, I do not wish to undertake (o 
Bpeak in the prophetic, but when I consider 
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tbe r^iance, and fimiQess of his Majesty's 
government, the spirit and discipline of his 
M^esty's troops, and that armed valor and 
loyalty which from one end of the country to 
the other, has raised itself for the purpose of 
crashing domestic treason, and, if necessary, 
of meeting and repelling ia foreign foe, I do not 
think it unreasonable to indulge a sanguinary 
hope, that a continuiuice of the same conduct 
npon the part of government, and of the- same 
exertions nponthe part of the people, will long 
preserve the nation free, happy and inde- 
pendent. 

GQntlenion, upon former occasions, persons 
were brought to thfe bar of this court, implica- 
_tad-in the rebellion^ in various, though inferior 
degrees. Btit if lain rightly instructed, we 
have now brought to the bar of- justice, not a 
person who ha.s been" sednced by others, but a 
gentleman to whom the rebellion maybe traced 
as the origin, the life, and soul of it. If I mis- 
take, not, it will ai)pear that some time before 
Christmas" last, the prisoner, who had visited 
foreign countries, and who for Slsveral months 
before had made a continental tour, embracing 
France, returned to this country, full of those 
mischievous designs which have been so fully 
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exposed. He came ftooi that country, in which 
he might w«ll have leaned the necessary effects 
of revolution ; and, therefore, if he be guilty 
of treason, be embarked in it with his eyes open, 
and with a previous knowledge of all its inevi- 
table consequences. But, notwithstanding, I 
am instruct^ that he persevered iu fomenting 
a rebellion, which I will be bold to saj, is un- 
exampled iu any country, aucient or modern, 
A rebellion whicli does not ccmpjain of any 
existing grievances, which does nc}t flow from 
any immediate oppression, and which is not pre- 
tended to have been provoked by our mild and 
gracious king, or by the administration employ- 
ed by him, to execute his authority. No, gen- 
tlemen, it is a rebellion which avows itself tn 
come, not to remove ixny evil which the people 
feel, but to recall the memory of grievances, 
which, if they ever existed, must hayfi loi^ 
Bince pas^d away. 

You will recollect, gentlemen, that iri the 
lEUge proclamation there was a studied endea- 
vor to persuade a large portion of, the people 
that they had no religious feuds to spprebend 
from the establishment of a new, government. 
But the manifesto upon which! pm now about 
animadverting has taken a somewhat differ^it 
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coars6, and has revired religious onstinctions 
at the v.ery. moment in ■which it expresses a 
desire to extinguish thenr. 

" Orangemen, add not tt^the catalogue of 
your follies and crimes ;. already have you been, 
duped to the ruin of the country, in the legisla- 
tive union with its tyrant ; attempt not an op- 
position ; return from the paths of delusion ; 
retui:n to the arms of your eountryipen, who 
will receive and hail your repentance. Coun- 
trymen of ail descriptions, let us actwith union - 
and concert ; all sects, Catholic, Protestant, 
Presbyterian, are equal and indiscriminately 
embraced in the benevolence of oqr object.", 
I will not apply to this passage all the obsecr?- 
tions that jH'ess upon my inindt because I am 
sincerely desirous that one feeling and one 
spirit should animate us all: I cannot but la- 
ment that there shoul^ be so many sectaries in 
religion, but trust ia God there will Jie" found 
aijnongst us but one political faith. But this 
manifesto is equally unfoitunate in .every in- 
stance in which it prescribes moderation. Al>- 
lend to the advice by which it instigates tire 
citizens of Doblin: "Inacityeach street be- 
comes a ide&\e and each house a battery ; 
impede the m;jrQ.!i of your oppressors, ebarge 



■,C(K)til>J 



1«8 LIFE OF &HMSTT. 

them with'the arms of the brave, the foke, and 
from the windows and roofshiiri-stones, bricks, 
bottles, and alt other conTenient implements, 
on the heads of the satdlites of your tyrant, 
the mercenary, the sanguinary soldiery of Eng- 
land." 

Having thus roosed them, it throws in a few 
wwds of composure, " repress, prevent, auA" 
discourage excesses, pillage, and tntoxicatioD;" 
and to ensure that calmness of mind which is 
so necessaryto qualify them for the adoption 
of this salutary advice, it d%sir»s that they wiR 
"remember against whom they fight, their 
oppressors for 600 years; remember their mas- 
sacres, their tortnrcs; remember your murder- 
ed friends, your burned houses, -your violated 
females." Thus affecting to recctmmend mod- 
emtiou, every expedient is resorted to, which 
could tend to inflame eaoguinary men to' the 
commission of sanguinary deeds. 

Gentlemen, you must by this time be some-' 
what anxious to know the progress of the gene- 
ral, who escaped tlie memorable action which 
was to be fought, and the hrst place in which 
I am enabled to introduce him to you, is at the 
house of one Doyle, who resides dear the" 
^Vicklow mountajoa. There the gener^ and 



U&compenfona took refnge, U tbe eommenoo* 
□lent of the following week : they arrived there 
at.alate hoar ; the gmeral vas stitl dressed in 
his full unifonn, witti^suitable^c««nd«iwailet8, 
and a military cecked hat, with a con^iciioua 
feather. Two other persons were also decora- 
ted in green and gold. ' PrMn thence they pro- 
ceeded to the house ot Mis. Bagnall, and r^ 
tomed to the city of DubliiL What became of 
the other persons is 'foreign to the -fMesent in- 
qniry^ but We trace the pnaoner from those 
moantiiiiHi to the «ame hbuse in Harold's Cross, 
in wlHch he formerly resided, and assuming 
the old name Of Hewit ; he . arrived there tbe 
Saturday after the rebellion. 

Having remained a m<HiA in this c<mcea3-> 
mentiinformatioirwas had, and Major Sirr, to 
whose activity' and intrepidity the loyal citi- 
zens of Dublin aie un4er much obl^ation, - did 
eonfer an additional and greater one, by the 
zealous discbarge of his duty, on this occasion. 
He oame by surprise on the boose, having sent 
a coantryman-to give a single rap, and the do<« 
heing opened, the Mcyor rushed in and caught 
Mrs. PalBier«nd the pnsonep sitting down to 
dinner ; the former withdi^w and tha Itjejor 
.inuoediatdy asked the prisquw his name^ and, 
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B» if he found -a gxatifieatioa ia AS3uming, a 
variety of, titles, .he said his naia«wa^CuQning- 
htfta^ that he had, -that t^y arrived in, the house, 
ha.ving been npoa a visit with some friends in 
the neighborhood ; th& Major then left him in 
charge of aaotb$if person, and went to iiiquirQ 
of Mi's. Palmer concerning iiim ; ^he said he 
was a very proper young man of the.name^ of 
Hewit,aad that, he had been -in her house 
about a mouth:- the Major at this moment 
heard a noise, and be found that the prisoner 
was endeavoring tq make his escape, aqd hav- 
ing been struck with a pist4il by the pei-son 
who had thecBstodyof him, he was by that 
means detained ; im mediately further assistance 
. was called in from A neighboring guard-house, 
and an additional sentry was put upon him. 
The -M^orthen ^aiii proceeded further to iii- 
teETOgate Mrs. Palmer, when the prisoner made 
another effort, got into the garden through the 
parlour window, ImU was at length overtaken 
by the M£^jor, who at the peril ef his owa. life, 
fortunately s?c»red ,Uim. . When: the Major 
apologized for the roughness "with which he 
was obliged to treat him, the pnioneF .replied, 
*' all is fairm war." 
CieMiemeiiTyw have the lif^ of afelloWsulK 
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ifct in. rout' hao^s, and l^tb« ben^ity of our 
laws, he is pKSumed . to be an ionoceut- man- 
ontil ygur vei-dict shsit find h jm guilty.- 

If upon the evidence you shall be^o satisfied 
Ihat tMs man is guilty, you must dischiuge 
your duty to your, king,- yoar- country, sod 
to your God. If, on .theother hand, nothiag 
siiail appear sufficient to ^gect him, wb shall 
acknowledge tlmt we have grievously, offended 
him, and will heartily participate-in the coramoa 
joy that must result . from-the aci{U{iial of-aa 
boqe^t tnai^" . . 

In order that the reader may have a full un- 
derstanding of this trial, which' cousigoed so 
great aniSgood a man to the ■ grave, ■ we give 
hel<iw the evideuce, as-adduced by.the witnew- 
es: for the Crowi^^Mr. Gmmett introduced 
none. - . - , ■ - 

Joseph Rawlins, Esq. being swom, deposed 
to a knowledge of the prisoner, »nd collected 
harmgbeen in his-couipany some time in the 
month-of December last, when he understood 
from hioi'ttiat he had been to see his brother 
at Brussels. On his cross-cxaminarioQ, the 
■witness said, that in conversations with hira 
on the subject oftcoiitinental politics, the pris- 
Dfinr ftvoved that' the itihabitaitta oS tbo 
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goftmnieitt ; and from the wlH>te of ths prison- 
er's c<HiTerBation,' the vitaess hod leason to 
believe, that he hi^ly con^nmed Bonaporte't 
eonduct and gorerameot 

Geoige Tyrrel, an att<«ney, prored the ez- 
ecaKisn in the mmith of June last, of the lease 
of a bouse -in Biitterfield-lane, Rftfbfernhaio, 
from Michael Prayne to the' ivisoiier, wbo'Ss- 
mmed ^n the otfcasien, th6 name of ESIis. 
Mr. Tyrrel was one of the suhficribing witnesses 
to the ieas?, and a person named Dowdatl was 
Ae other. 

Michael Fiayne, who leased the above-men^ 
tioned house to the prisoner, prored also to 
Uiat fact, and that he gave him- possession of it 
mi the 23d 6f April precediog-^bat the pristm- 
er and Dowdal! lived there in the most seqne*^ 
teied manner, and apparently anxious of can- 
cealment. 

John Pletmng, a native of the connty Eil- 
dare, sworn : — deposed, that ^ on the 2dd o£ 
July, and fbt the year previoua thereto, he had 
been hostlw at White Bull Inn, ThomasStreet) 
kept by a person named Dillon. The house 
was convenient to Marshal-lane, where the re- 
bel depot was, ond-to whidi tha witoess bad 
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fre« aod .«oo8taQt access, havuig. been in tlM 
«ODfidence of t^ conspiiators, and eiD^oy«fit 
to briog them ammualtion and other ttuogt- 
He saw the persons there making pike^iandles, 
and heading them with the iron part^ be also 
saw the blmiderbussee, firelocks, and pistols in 
tfie depot, and saw baU^cartridges making 
these. . Here the, witness identified the jsisonw 
at the hof, whom he saw in the depot for the 
iirst time, on the Tnesday moroiog after the 
explosion in *Patrick-fltreet — (that . explosion 
took place on Saturday, the 16th qf . July.) 
The witness had opened the. gate of the Inn 
yard, which opened into Marshal-lane, to let 
oat Q,uig]ey, when he aayr the pria>ner, accom- 
panied by a person of the nUme. of Palmer; 
the latter get some sacks from the witness to 
cwivey ammunition to the stores, and the pii- 
aooer went into -the depot, where be continued 
almost constantly until the evening of the 23d 
July, directing tine, ^mparatians for the insur- 
tection, and haying the chief authority. He 
hsaxA Uie prisoner read a little sketch, as the 
witness called it, purporting- that every officer, 
WKi-coHunisuoned officer and . {nivate, should 
liRTe equally every thtt^; they got, and have 
t^S(un6lavB«siaFnnce. Being asked what 
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it Was they were to shaVe, the prisoner replied, 

■*'what' they got when they took Ireland eft 
Dublin." He saw green uniform jackets mak- 
ing in the depot tiy drtfereiit tailors, one of 
whom was named Colgtin. Hfe saw otte tini- 
form in particiilar, a gieen'coat, laced on the 
sleeves and sk'irtS; i^c. and gold epaulets, like 

■a general's dress. He saw the prisoner talro it 
out of £t desk one day wid sliowit to all pre- 
sent (here the wjtoess identified the desk, 
which was in cOHrt,) he also saw the prisoner, 
at different times, lake out papers, aad put pa- 
pers back into the desk : there was none other 
in the store, diiigley used, fdso, sometimes 
t» goto the desk. On the evenirrg -of fhe'33d 
of July, witness saw the prisoner dressed in the 
uniform above described, with white ff^i^tcoat 
and pantaloons, new boots' and' cocked bat, and 
white ■ featherJ He' had also a sash on him, 
and Was armed with a' swerd and case of pis- 
tols. 'The prisoner called for a big coat, but 
he did not get it, to disguise his unifofm, aa 
he said, until he went to the ' party that were 
to attack the castle. Quigley and a persou 
named Stafford Ittd uniforms like that of-Bm- 
mett, but had only one epaulet. Q,t}igley hod -a 
white fe^her, atid Stafford a greea one. Staif- 
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ford was'tf baker in Thomas-street. About 9 
o'clock tbp prisoner drew his -sword, and call- 
ed but tp "come" on, ray lroys;""he sallied 'out 
of the depot, accompanied by ftuigley and 
-Stafford, and about lifty then, as well as he 
could judge, aimed with pikes, blunderbusses, 
pistols, &,c. - TTiey entered Dhty-lane, and 
from thence into Thomas-street. The priso^i- 
er was in the centre of the pwty. They began 
to fire in Dirty-lane, and also when they got 
i»ti> Thomas-street, The witness was also 
with the party. The prisoner went iiito the 
stores by the name of Kliis. Hfe was consider- 
ed by all of them as the general and head of 
the business ; "the witness heard him called by 
the title of general. In anti out of the depot, 
it was said that they were preparing to assist 
the French When they should land. Quigley 
went into the depot by the natne of Graham. 

Terrence Colgari, the tailor named inlbe 
foregoing evidence, sworn. Deposed, that on 
the Sunday previous to the insurrection, be 
came to town from Lucan, where he lived, and 
having met with "a friend, they went W Dil- 
lon's, the White Bull Jnn, in Thomas-street, 
and drank, until the witness, overcome with 
lii^ior, fell asleep^ when bo was conveyed in 
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this state of insmsibility into fbe depot, in 
Iforriial-laiw, and wheD he awoke the next 
tnoraing, he was ^t to work making greea 
jackets and white paotalooiub He saw the prtr 
sooer there, by. whose directions sTwytbing 
was done, and who, he underatood, -was tho 
chief. He tecollected seeing the last witoess 
frequently in the depot while-he was there. He 
also saw the prisooer often at the desk wniing. 
The witness conroborated the geberal prepaia- 
tionsof anus, ammiwitioQ, &c. for the^ insur- 
rection. 

/' Patrick Fanel swwn. Deposed, that as he 
was passing through Marshal-^^ie, between, the 
hours of niofl and ten p'clock on the evening 
of Friday, the 32d of July, he stopped before 
the malt stores, or. depot, on hearing a noise 
therein, which surjurised him, as he considered 
it a waste house. Imjnediately the door open- 
ed, and a man came forth, who caught him, 
and asked him what he was doing there ? The 

-witness was then brought into the depot, and 
again asked what brought him there, or had he 
ever been there before 1 He said he had not. 
They asked him if he knew Graham? Be re- 
plied he did no(. One of the persons then 
aajd the vftoess was a gpft and called fnit to 
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■*.dr«fi him itntnediately," by whieh-the vftnesa 
understoVMi they meant. to etioot him. They 
brought him upstaics, and aftercome eonsulta- 
tioi],-they agreed to wail for some person to 
come i^ whoj woirftl decide , what should , be 
done with him.. - That person having arrived, 
he a^ced the witness if he knew Oraham ? Ho 
replied that he did not. A light was brought 
, in at theaatae time, and. the witness having 
looted about,- was asked if he knew any one 
thero? He replied be koew Q,uigtey. He 
was asked where? .He replied thaxhe-kuew- 
hixa Sve or six years ago fn the CoUege of 
Maynooth, as a briejclayer or iltason. ' .The 
witness uiider^Do.d that Q.uigley was the per- 
son who went by the oame of GirahfMn. Here 
the witness. identi6ed the prisoner fia the pei^ 
son who ezme in and decided he should not be 
killed, but he ^lOuld be taken care of, and not 
let out. The witness was detained there that 
night and the whole of the next day, Saturday, 
tbe 23d, and was made to assist at the. differ- 
ent kinds of work.-' , ' 
He assisted in taking boards off a carj the 
boards, he said^ were made into pases, and 
pilots put into them. - These cases the witHepg. 
'defieribed as being made of.the outsjie'Slabs oC 
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a long beam, taken off about an inch or more 
thick — foiir br five inches at each end of the 
beam' was cot off, the slabs were nailed togeth- 
er, and these pieces put in, at the ends, so that 
it appeared like a rough plank Dr beam-of liror 
ber. He e^w several snch cases, filled with 
pikes, sent out. The witness stated that on 
the evening of the S3d, he saw three men dress- 
ed in green uniforms, richly lacedi; one of 
whom was the prisoner, who wore two gold 
epaulets, butthe other two only one each. The 
prisoner had also a cocked hat, sword, and pis- 
tols. When the witness was helping out 
one of the beams prepared forexplosioo, he con- 
trived to effect his escape. 

Oo his cross-e^mination, in which the,in- 
terrogattwies were suggested by the prisoner, 
the oi^y thing, remarkable in the evidence of 
the witness was, that he heard a printed paper 
read, part of which was, that nineteen counties 
were ready to rise at the same ttme,'tb seeond 
the attempt in Ihiblin. The witness also 
heard them say, " that they had no idea as to 
French relief, but would make it good them- 
sdves/" In answer to a question from the 
Court, the witness said that he gave informa- 
tion of the circuHistance deposed in his evi- 
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deaee, tbe pext morning, to- Mi. 'Onas&yin 
Thotnasistrect, to whom he was Steward. 

Serjeant Thomas Rice proved the Proclama- 
tion oi the Provisioiuil .Goversatent, found in 
the depot. 

- .Colanel Speneei Thomas Vassal beingsw<mi, 
deposed that he was- field officer of , the day on 
die SSd.of Jtity; that having gone tothede- 
pot in Marshal-lane, he fpuDd there several 
small proclamations addressed ^to the citizens 
of Dublin, and'-crhi^h were quit^ wet. He 
identified one of. them. The witness also iden- 
tified the de^ which the prisoner -used in the 
depot. Having -rematinod about a quieter of 
anhour in the depot, ho committed to Major 
Gresville the care of its cont^ts- 

Q,uestioned by the Court. The. witness 
said that he visited the depot between -three 
and four, o'clock on. Sunday morning, it hav- 
ing been miich^ advanced iudayiight.hefare he, 
iv>s suffered to go his rounds. 

Alderman Frederick Darley sworn. Proved 
having found, in the. depot a paper directed to 
" Ilobert Ellis, Battejfiel4." Also a paper en- 
titled a " Treatise-^on the Art of War.',' The 
latter had been handed, at the time, to Capt, 
Bveljo. -■ : 
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Captoin Henry Evdyn • sworn. Depcaed 
having been at the rebel depot bn the morning 
of Snnday, the 93d of July, to see (hie things 
removed to the barracks, and that he found a 
paper there, which, feeing shewn to him, he - 
identified. This paper was a manuscript drElft 
of the greater part of the Prociamation of the 
Provisional Government, altered and interlined 
in a great many places. 

Itobcrt Lindsay, a soldier, and Michael Cle- 
ment Prayn*, quarter-master-sergeaot of the 
38th regiment, proved the conveyance of the 
dei^ (then in court) to the harracks ; and the 
latter identified a letter which he found there- 
in. The tetter was signed, "Thomas Addis 
Emmett," and directed to "Mrs, EmrBett,Mir- 
town, Dublin," andbegan with, "'My dearest 
Robert." It bore a foreign pOst-mark. 

Edward Wilson, Esq. recollected the explo- 
sion of' gunpowder which took-place in Patrick 
street, previous to the 23d of July: it took 
place on the 16th. He went there and found 
an apparatus for making gunpowder — was cer- 
tain that it was gnnpowder exploded. Proved 
the existence of a rebellious insurrectioii, as did 
also Eieflt. Brady. The latter added, that on 
examination of the pikes which be fsund in 
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TlKima*istreet^ four were staiped with blood 
on the iron part, and on one or two of them, the 
Mood extended half *ayup the handle. 
- John Doyle, a farmer, being swonij deposed 
to the fdlowiog effect : — Ttlat on the morning, 
o/ the '36th of July last, about two o'cloclc, a 
party of people came to his house at Bail^y- 
mace, -in the parish of Tallaght, saven uiiies 
front Dublin. He had been after drinking, and 
was heavy asleep ; they came to his bedside, 
and stirred and culled him, but he did not awake 
tit once ; -when he did, and looked up, he lay 
closer than before r they desired him "to take 
some spirits, which .he refnsed; they then 
moved him to the middle of the bed and two 
of them lay down, one on each side of him. 
One of them said, " Yon have a French Gen- 
eral and a French Colehel "beside you, what 
you never had before."- For some-hours the 
witness lay between asleep and aWake. When 
hafoundhis companions asleep, he stole out of 
the bed, andjt)utld in the room some blunder- 
busses', ft gun, and some |Hsto)e. The mimber 
of blunderbusses he belieTed were equal to the 
number of persons, who on being collected at 
breakfast, amounted to fourteen. Here he 
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identified Hie praonerasooe of those who were 
in bed with him. 

The witness then further stated that the pri- 
ecHiec, on going away id the evening,' pat on a 
coat with a great deal of lace and tassels, (as 
he expressed it.) There was another person 
}n a sitnibr dress ; they wore, dn theif depar- 
ture, great coats over these. The party Lft 
his house between eight andjiine o'clock in 
the evenii^, and proceeded up the hill. The 
next moniihg, the' witness found, ' under the 
table on which -they breakfasted, one of the 
small printed proclamations, which he gave to 
John Robinson, the barony eonstabte. 

Rose Bagnal, residing at Ballynsseomey, 
about a mile farther up the hill from Doyle's, 
proved- thai a party, of -men, fifteen in number,, 
■and whom she described similar to that of the 
preceditlg witness, came to her house on the 
night of (he Tuesday immediately ^erthe in- 
surrection. TTtrefeof them wore green clothes, 
ornamented with something yellow — she was 
so frightened she could not distinguish e±- 
fiotly. One of-them was called a genetal. She 
was not on ah led to identify any of them. They 
l^ft'h^ house about 9 o'clock ou-the following 
uight. 
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John Robinson, constable of the baroDy of 
. Upper Cross, corroborated the testimony of tho 
witness Doyle, relative to the small proclama- 
tion, which he identified. - - 

Joseph Palmer eworn. Deposed that he 
was clerk to Mr. Colville, and lodged at hia 
mothec's house, Harold's-ccoss. He tecoUect- 
ed the apja^hension of the prisoner, at his mo- 
ther's house, by Major Sirr,- and- that he did 
lodge ,thtTe the piecedisg spriiq;, at which time, 
ai)d when he was arrested, he went by the natne 
of HewiC The fdtoner came, to lodge thew 
the second time about three weeks before this 
last tune, ' and was habited in a brown' eoat, 
white waiscoat, white pantaloons, Hessian 
boots, and a black frock. - Those who visited 
the prisoner enquired for him by the name of 
Hewit. At the time he was arrested there wms 
a lable on the door of the house, ^cpressiveof 
its iohafHtants. -It was written by the witness, 
but the name of the prisoner ,vas omitted; at 
- bis ie<;nesty- because he said he was afraid gov- 
ernment would take him up. 

The prisoner, iii dilferent cbnversati<HH widi 
the witness,, explained why he feared to'be u- 
ksQ up. ~ H« ackoovledged thaLhehadbeenin 
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-Thomas-Street, on -the night ef the fi3d of 
July, and described the dress he wore on th; t 
occasion, part of wliich V«e the waisleoat, 
pantaloons, and bootB already mentioned, and 
particularly his coat,. which be said was avcry 
handsome unirorm. The prisons had ako a 
coDversalion with the witness about a maga- 
zine, and exi^esud much regret at the loss of 
the powder in the depot. The proclamations 
were likewise mentioneil by the prisoner, and 
lie planned a mode of escape, in the event of 
«iy attempt to arrest him, hy going through 
the f^rior window into the Back house, aud 
from thence into the fields. Here the witness 
Wiis shown a paper, found upon a chair in thp 
room in which the f^isoner lodged, and asked 
if he .knew whose hand-writing it was? He 
replied that he did not know, but was certain 
that it had not been written by any othis faia^ 
ily, and that th^re was no lodger in the house 
besides the prisoner. 

The examination of ibis witne^ being 
closed, extracts from the proclamation, (vide the 
Attorney Geaend's statement), addressed to tha 
Citiien's of Dublin, were read. 

ilaiot Henry Charles Sirr, esamiued. t)f- 
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posed to (he tareit of the pristmer asi&l- 
lows : 

"1 went on the 2Jfih of August, to the house 
Qfooe PaJmer. I had heard there ^m H 
Straagw in the back parlor. I rode, accompa- 
nied by -a man On foot j I desired the man to 
boock at the door— he did, and it was opened 
by a ghl. I aJ^hted, and ran in directly to 
the back parlor-^I saw the ^iamur aitting at 
dinner ; the woman of the houise was there, 
and the girl who opened the ddot waa the 
daughter of the woman of the houae. I de< 
sir*d them to withdraw^ I asked the'prwoner 
bis name, be told m« - his name was Cunnings 
ham. I gave him in charge to the man who 
accompanied me, and went into the next room 
to ask the wojnanand her daughter about him; 
they told me his name was Hewit ;_ 1 went 
hack and asked him how long he had been 
thwe ? He said he came that lODrai^. He 
had attempted to escape before I retprhed, fot 
he was Moody and the tnan said he knocked 
him down witha pistol. - I then went toMts. 
Palmer, who said he had lodged there for a 
month; I^enjudgedhe waa some peraon of 
importance. When 1 &s£ weid- in, there wv 
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6 peper on the chair,* whish I put into my 
pocket ; I then weut to tho canal bridge for & 
guardi hBTiag desired then to. be in readiness 
as I passed ; I planted a sentry over him, wd 
desired. the DOv^oaimi^si(>Qed . officer to sur* 
. nMiDd the house with sentries, while I seasch- 
edit; I then exaQ)inedMrs.Pidmei, and took 
d*wn heraccmmtortbe yaaonet, during which 

'Tbat paper vacMfeUom:- . ■ -^ - 

"It nift; appear iitr>ngc,-tikat>pcneB vowiug biDiBclf to 
boauensuij (it tbe Resect OoVfTiiineHt, and engaged in ■ 
AWupiMay for iu oTertfarow, (JiBvkl pcwaniatn inggirt aft 
DpiDiOD to that UoT«ranieDt dd >»j part of it« conduct, or 
Conld hope tbatadvieacottring tram sneh anUtontr, m^M 
tw reo«iveit villi .aUentiou. Ite wnMr of tbii, IiDwever, 
dues uot meaa to ntttr an opinion on aoy point, on wRieh 
he mu*t oTntMwil;, ImI diSeriMly fr«u tnf ot.tboM 
vhanibe addrevei, and «□ vhkb, Uierefore. bi* ctMiduct 
Itright ba doubted. Hie intention ittoeonflne hinuetf cd- 
tirely.io thMspmnti oa vhuh, hovever vkleljr be Bwy 
differ fromtbeiti in others, be hun'obj^ititjon in declaring, 
**"* - - t, mail, lie fe«U tbeiaaia iBtamt'jrilk tin nwre iM 
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part, and aaao Iriihinnn, vith at I«ast tbe Eugli«fa.part of 
lent admiiiiatnition ; and at tbe uune tnne to com- 

. — ^ to Jkfiu iu tlie HHtet preciM ,t«iiiis. tkat liae vi 

eoniluct which he raaj- hereafter be compelled to adopt, 
and wUah howenrt (Noiifttl it taut. M^er any c4rSkni> 
.atances be, wuidd bovooae doubtj so If-be vaa nst coiuqioua 
of bating tried to aToid it bj the most'SiniQCt DotiAcMoo. 
pB tltet«oirAofthe«apMtita,it ii mat the inten^i^ of 
the uuileTcigned for tlie reason Le ba^t already tmntiuied 
tDdomere t&aa Stat*. *bat gnTentmenCits^nuitaclnrav- 
•dge — that of the prbwot cotupiraej It knova (compaak- 
tiveVy speaking) nothing. TTial iuatead of creating terror 
Iait*eiMmiea,-oreei^dBticeuiite&ieads,it viQ only ■«*• 
by tbe Kaotinees uf its infismatiuu, to furnish additiunii 
gMunda af teieotiT* totlnM whs-ve but'toa raadj ~t« 
«eaaara jt far a want «f intaUigeoce, wbU) m tagaoitj 
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timo I.beacd a nmm^a if an tacMpo w at- 
ten^itadt.iwstsatlyraa tothebsc^ partof the 
hoQse, as tfie moet likely paxt for hipi to got 
0(U at I anv him going off, sad ordend a 
aeo^iwl Aot to £re, and- d}en jmrsued myself; 
regMxUesB of mj lorder, the eetitinel sns^)ed, 

could tiare enabled them to obtain. Tbatifitirunot ablft 
to tevriiy l^ftillqAiT.anta'diaopmiei, it caui«t bM 
to cnufa bj the veig^t of ita ptniUhmHita. la it «n^ 
Kow we are to team, that entering into eoo^iirac f esposea 
«• to ba luBgvdt Jlts tb« Mattered JnataBcea vbieb -will 
now be brqught forward neCGwary to ezenpUfy' the atat- 
vtot U Oe ailm«Tona Mid ttriking,^K«>p)ea irUeh bar* 
lUresdy. )>r«ceded, were iusofficlent — if govannneot can 
Beitbwb^r noTelly ofsoDiabmentiDor the mBHitnde ofita 
metiinitiK>piM*9«witbt«ti«r, aan it hop* to ir^v^ tha 
boifyof a contqiiracj 'bo unpenetiablj Woven M^tbe [ireSMit, 
feyouttiBg-offa few drreada from t)i« Mul <if it- 

" That with recpect to the tecond point, no t7atein how- 
ever it nn; chauge tbe nsttire, can afff^tthe period of flw 
««BtMt that is to tak« fH^ ; ■■ to whiefa tliA ezertimi* of 
United IriMuoeu will be goided onlybf their own opinion 
of theeligti^tj ofdieinoiiieat fwfltbcting the emancipa- 
tion of tiieir oouotry. 

"■ITiatai 



The foilowing p«p«r «aa foosd ia tb« depot, in Emm«tt'a 
Innd-writing; 

"1 hare Itttla time to kxA at tb* thooaaad diffiealUea 
irU«U itill lie li(tw«en DM andthepon^iletuoofniyTube^ 
tlut tbosedlfficidtieairill likewise dtaappeaf J havd ardeut, 
Md Ilnuit,>«tiQBalh(ipat; botifit i«nottab* tbe oaae, I 
thuikOod for having Rifted me with a sanguiae diapetf- 
tlon. To that dispotdtioD I rut froin leftectien, M>d ir my 
bopea are witliout bwRdatMB— 4f a jpreeimea i* openiiu; VD' 
def my feet, from which duty willnot adittiat to mn back, 
IatngratefidfartliataH^g^«dbpa^i«B, wltich kada it* 
to Om brink and tfa?ow> me down, lAile mj eyea are atiJl 
nia«d \o tiuoM vlhApfium, that 017 ftoiey ilnmi 1b t|* 
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bot tri9 nta^et did tiot gt} tiff. I orertoek th6 
prisoner ud he said, " I surrender." I aeaiehed 
bim, and found some papers upon him. ~ 

" On the witness expressing eoncem at the 
"necessity of tlie pnsoner'i being* treated so 
roughlf, he (the prisoner) obserred, that *' All 
was fair in war." the prisoner, when bruugfiX 
to the eastle, acknowledged that his iianw was 
Ununett." . 

Here the C9se closed on the part of theCrown, 
and Mr. Bmioetti^aTing, as before staled, der 
4:liaed to produce any wituesses, or defence by 
counsel, an argument arose between Mr. Mc- 
Nall; and Mr. PLUKKETTf-as to the lattei's right 
to reply to ^vi(Iem;e, when no defence had beeu 
made. Lord Norbtiry safd, that the couosel 
for the prisoner could not by their silence jhc^ 
elude the crown from that right, and therefore 
decided in dror of Mr. Manket,t. 

.Mr. Plonkett thni addressed the Coiut to & 
considerable length, and in the severest time 
of legal and political asperity, detailed the con- 
Mquences tliat would aSect* aU social order, 
were such opinions as Emmett entertained at* 
lowed to have uiy countenance from the mild- 
U98S of the laws, or .the qjistaken lenity, which 
isoften exerc&edjby the. authority vested in 
the laoMd person of his miyesty. 
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H«v diSwont this language from tbst uMd 
%y this same Mr. Plunkett in the Union del^ito 
■years before. He then used such langui^ as 
the Mlawiiig; *hich Mr. Bmmett often read 
■with a kindling eye, throbbing heart and burn- 
ing cheek, and to which he evidently alluded 
in his memorable defence: 

'* Sir," said Mr. Plunkett on the Union de- 
bate, "I thank the adoainistrationfot this 
measure. They are, without intending it, 
putting an end to out dissensions. Through 
the .black (^oud which they have collected 
over'us,! see the light breaking in upon this 
imfbttunate coiujlry. , They have composed 
our dissensions, not by fomenting the embers 
of atingeriiig and subdued rebellion — not by 
hallooing Protestant against Catholic,^ and 
Catholic against Protestant — not by commit- 
ting the North against the South — not by ia- 
consistent appeals to local or party prejudices— 
no !— but by the avowal of this atrocious c'on- 
api^y against the liberties of Ireland, tbey 
have su&dued every. petty and suhstimtiTo dis* 
tinction j they united every rank and descrip- 
tion of men l)y. the pressure of this grand and 
momeotou^ fflrf)iact ; and 1 tdl theai that they 
will see every honorable aikd iudepeodent soaa 
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m Ireland, tally wouBt). the GonatiUdioe, and 
jBei;ge evary other considemtion ia oppotilkm 
to this ungeiwroua end odious measure; For 
my fort I will retist ittoiht l4i$iga$p of injf 
esistenct, and with the latt dr^p «l n^ blood; 
and when T/eel the hoia; of my disaobttion .ap- 
froackmg, ItPtU, Uhe the Jather <(f Hannibal^ 
take p%jf children to the altar, and ivear them 
to eternal, hoiiility mgaintt the invader* of 
their omntry't freedom. Sir, I shall not d^ 
tain you by puisuiog this qu^tion through 'th« 
.topics which it so abundaatly offers. I should 
be proud to think nay name ^ould be hand- 
ed down to posterkjr in the same roll of thow 
disinterested patriots irbo hare successfully 
resisted the enemies of their counUy — sueeess* 
fully, I trust it will be. In all events, I havQ 
thy exceeding great reward. I shall bear in 
my heart the consciousness of having done my 
duty ; and in die hour of death I shall' not he 
haunted by the reflection of having basely sold 
or meanly abandoned (he liberties of my coun- 
tay-^my native land, -Can anyman.who gave 
bis vote on the otber side Iscy bis hahdiq>on hia 
heart and make the same declaration ? I hope 
so : it will be -tvell for his tnfn pMce. The 
indignatioa tmdabhoienca df liis HbwAryvasA' 



■,C(K>tjl>J 



12PG OP, &tXETS. ll| 

>rill uot accompany ^m tbrpogb, a|id th^ 
ciHBesof his childfep will not follow him t? 
bin grave. Igintbemost express terms, ^eny 
the competency of P^liament to do this act. 
I warn you, do not ]ay your bands on the 
Coastitution. I tell ycm that if^circumstaoced 
as you are, you pass this act, it will be « 
nullity, and that no man in Ireland will be 
bound to obey it." 

Hojr poorly did Mr, Ptonkett carry out these 
biave dtsclarmiona. We-shallsee. Here at the 
trial of Robert Ehhztt, we find him nmking 
.an uimecessary speech against a noble hearted 
countryman, who had followed in the path he 
hiul pointed out. Yes, this great man, who 
was to imitate Aroilcar,of old, is in'afew years 
bought over by Brit^h gold — and is found re- 
posing c^mly beneath the foliage of old Con- 
iiangfat— «Xrc}iBucellor, eit-chief justice, j)«er of 
England, We need say nothing of hts only 
two sons that ever ttukhed " the altar," one of 
^em a bishop ; and least of fdl to the remaind- 
er of the family, abjuring in the sunshine of 
the Saxon sway, all oaths sav^ those of office 
and allegiance to the Crown of Great Britain. 

But to return to the trial, hotd Norbury 
-charged the ^iry, minutely recapitulating the 
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Whole eridence, anct «K[4aia«cl the lav. | He 
V evidently showed a dispoekion to give' Mr. 
Emmett no quarter. WeU and traly does Hr. 
R show him up in his speech, which we sball 
give in its place, i 

The jur^i witaout leaving their box, pro- 
liouDced the prisoner — "Guilty." 

"The last sad and interesting sceue in Court 
has been variously reported, but always ceceiv- 
ed with interest. We subjoin the following 
report of it, from Dr. Uadden's " United IrisE^ 
men:" 

" The Clerk of the Crowa then , in the usiid 
form, addressed the prisoner in these words: 
• Wh^ have you to say why judgment of death 
and execution should not be awarded against 
you according to law ?* " 

Hr. Emmett, standing fotwaid in the dock, 
in front of the bench, said i- — 

My Lords : — ^I am asked, what have I to 
flay why sentence of death should not be pro- 
nounced on me, according to law ? I have 
nothing to say thA can alter yeur ^wedetermi- 
u^ion, nor that it will become me to say, with 
any view to the mitigation of that sentence 
Which you are to pronounce, and I must abide 
by. 'Bat I have that to say which ii^ieiests m« 

C3.I; :i-.,C(K>tjl>J 
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more than life, and whioti yon bare labored{as 
was necessarily yofli office in the present cir- 
cumstances of this oppressed conntry) to de- 
stroy — I have much to say, why my reputation 
should be rescued fr om the load ot fake accu- 
SRtion and calumny which has bceu heaped 
upon it,__I do not unagine that, seated where 
you are, yoar minds can be so ftce firom impu- 
rity, as to receive tlie least impression from 
wha:t I am- going to utter. I have no hopes 
rtiat I can anchor my character in the breasts 
of a Cpurt constituted and trammelled as this is. 
I only wish, and it js. the utmost 1 extiect, that 
your Londships may suffer it to float down your 
Rieniories untainted by the fonl breath of pre- 
judice, uirtil it finds some more hospilable har- 
bor to shelter it from the storm by which it 
is at present buffeted. ■ - 

Were i only to suffer death, after being ad- 
judged guilty by your tribunai, I shonid bow 
in silence, and meet the fate that awaits me 
without a muitnur;,but tJie sentence of the 
law which delivers my body to the execution- 
er, will, through the ministry of that law, la- 
bor in its own vindication, to consign my 
character to oblotiuy ; for there must be guilt 
•»)ewtl^< vbeiber. iii tUo seiUaaco of tfie 
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Court or ia die cata^rophe, posterity most de- 
termine. A man in my situation, my Lords, 
}ias not only to encounter the difficulties of 
fortime, and the force of power over minds 
which it has corrupted,i)r Eotijugated, but the 
. difficulties of established prejudice ; the maa 
dies, but his memery lives y that jnine may 
- not periah-|-that it may live in the respect of 
\j my countrymen — I seize upoo this opportuni- 
|^^ ty to vindicate myself from some of the 
charges alleged against me.| When my spirit 
shall be wafted to a more friendly pprt— when 
ray shade shall have joiued the bauds of those 
martyred heroes who have shed their blood tm 
the scaffold and in the field, in defence of their 
country and of virtue, this is my hope— I wish 
that my memory and name may animate those 
who survive me,- while I look down with com- 
placency on the destruction -of that perfidious 
government, which upholds its dominion by 
blas^emy crf"the Most High ; which disf^ys 
Vj its power over man as oyer the beasts of -the 
,' forest ; which sets man upon hi^brother, and 
} , lifts his hand in the name of God, gainst the 
' { throat of his fellow, who believes or doubts a 
^ -T" I little morethaA the Govewiment standard — a 
) Oovcmment steeled to barbmty by tbti ctios«f 
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the orphans and th« tears of the widowa which ^^^>^ 
it has mada. ] 

[Ifere Lord Norbury interrupted Mr. Em- 
fnett — sayings- thai the mean and wicked eti- 
thuaia'sts whofeltjis he did, were not^qaalto 
the aceompHskmetit of their wild design.] 

t'l appeal to the immacalate God — 1 swear by 
the throne of Heaiven, befoi:e which I mast 
shortly appear — by the blood of the murdered 
patriots who have gone before me, that my 
conduct has been, through all this peril and 
through all my purposee, governed only by the ■j'L^' 
convictions which- 1 h*re utter^di and by no \iJ^ 
other view than that of their 'cure, and the 
emancipation of my eoimtry from the siiperin- 
human oppression under which she has so long 
and too patiently travailed 7 and I coniidently 
and assuredly hope that, wild and chimerical 
as it may appear, there -is still union and 
strength in Ireland to accomplish this noblest 
enterj^isa.- ■ • ' 

or this I speali with the confidence of inti- 
mate knowledge, and with the consolation that 
appertains to that confidence. Think not, 
my Lords, I say this for the petty gratification 
of giving you a transitory uneasiness ; a man 
who uarer yet lOiwd lus toia» ta uiert ■ U^' 
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«Ul Dot hazard his character with posterity by 
asserting a falsehood on a subject so important j 
to his country, and ou an occasion like this. 
Yea; my Lords, a man who does not wish to 
hare his epitaph written .until his country is 
liberated, will iiot leave a weapon in the pow- 
er of envy, nor a pretence to impeacli the pro- J 
bity which he means to preserve even in the I 
grave to which tyranny consigns him. i 

[Here he was • again interrupted by the 
Court.^ 

Agaio, I say, that Wliat I have spoken was 
not intended for your Lordships, whose situa> 
lion I GommiseTate rather than envy — ray ex- j 
pressions were for my countrymen — if there is I 
a true Irishman [wesent, let my last words cheer , 
him in the hour of affliction, ' i 

[Here he was again inierruptGd ; Lord I 
Norbury said he did not sit there to hear trea- i 
son.] ' I 

I have always understood it to-be the duty I 
of a judge, when a prisoner has been convict- ' 
ed, to pronounce the sentence of the law; I ! 
have also understood that j^udges sometimes 
think it their duty to hear with patience, and 
to speak with humanity ; to exhort the Tictim 
pi (be laws, Bod to o^r, wUb tender benig- 
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nHy, hisofHdion pf thsmotires by whichho. 
was actuated ia the crime of which he w^ 
adjudged guilty. That a judge has thought it. 
bis duty so to have done, 1 have no doubt ; but 
where is the boasted freedom of your institu- '^ <<^}f^ 
tk>n& — where is ihe vaunted .impartiality, cle- 
mency, and mildness-of your conrts of justice, 
if arr unfortunate prisoner, whom your policy, 
and DOt your justice, is about te deliver into the 
hands of the executioner, is not suffered to ex- 
(^n his- motives sincerely and trnjy, and to 
vindicate the principles by which he was ac- 
tuated. 

My Ijords, it may be a part of the system of 
angry justice to bow a man's mind by humilia- 
tion to~ the pressed ignominy j>{ the nzafTold — 
but worse to me than the proposed shame or 
the scaffold's terrors, would be the shame of 
soch foul atid unfounded impntations as have 
been laid against me in this court. You, my 
Lord, are a Judge ; I am the suppased culprit ; 
I am a man ; you are a man also ; by a revolu- 
tion of power, we might change places, thotigh 
wenever could change. characters. If I stand 
at the bar of this court and dare not vindicate 
my character, what a farce is your justice ! "If 
I stand at this bar, and dare not vindicate my 
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ch&racter, bow dare you calaraniate it ? Uoea 
the- seotence of death, which your unhallowed 
policy ioflids upon my body, also ^ocidemh my. 
tongue to ^itoitce, and my rapntation to re- 
[Koach ? Your executioner tnay bridge the 
period of my existeoee, but whilst I exist I 
shall not Cnrbear to vindicate my charactw and 
my motives from your aspersiooe; aud as a 
man to whom fame is dearer thati life,.J will 
make the last use of that life in^ doing justice . 
to that reputation which is to live after me, 
Biid which is the only .legacy I can leave to 
those 1 honour and love, and for whom I ata 
proud to perish. 

" As men, my i^iords, we must appear ou the 
great day at one common tribunal and it wilt 
then remain for the Searcher of all hearts to 
show a collective universe,., who was engaged 
in the most virtuous actions or actuated by ,the 
purest motive — :my country's oppressorsj or — - 

[Here hawas again interrupted, and toJd to 
listen to the sentence of the late.] 

"My Lords, will a dying man be denied the 
legal {)rivilege of exculpating himself, iu the 
eyes of the community, of aii undeserved re- 
proach thrown upon him during the trial, by 
charging^ him with ambition, and attempting to 
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mat away, (ot a paltry consideration, the Hbw- 
ties of his conntry ? Why did your Lordships 
insult me f or rather, why insult justice, in de- 
manding of me why sentence of death should 
not be pronounced ag&inst me ? I know, roy 
Lord, th^ form prescribes that you should ask 
the question— 'the^ form -also implies the right . 
of answering. ThtS, no doubt, may be dis- 
pensed with, and so might tbe'whole ceremony 
of the trial, siuce sentence was already pro- 
nounced at the Castle, before your jtiry was 
etnpannelled. Your Lordships are but the 
priests of the Oracle, and I submit — but 1 insist 
on the whole of the forms. 

[Here Mr. Emmetl paused, and the Court 
desired him^to procted,] 

" 1 am charged with being an emissary of 
Prance, An emissary of France ! and for what 
end ? It is alleged that I wislied ttr sell the in- 
dependence of my country ! and for what end i 
Was this the object of my ambition? and is 
this the mode by which a tribunal of justice 
reconciles contradictions ? No ! 1 am no emis- 
sary ; and my' ambition was to hold a place 
among the deliverers of my country — not in 
power, nor in profit, but in the glory of the 
achievemeat. Sell my country's independ- 

^~-'' ■' • D,.,,,CCK><(|C 



iM urs ov mntmrf. 

eaee to Prance! and for what ? Waa it for a 
chau^fl of masters ? No, but for ambition ! O, 
my aoimtry! was -it ]>ersopal ambition that 
could infliiBoee mc ? Had it been tbe soul o^ 
my actions, could I not by my education and 
fortune — by the rank and censideration of ray 
family, have placed myself among the prondest 
of my country's oppressors 1 My country was 
my idol ; to it I sacrificed «very selfish — every 
endearing sentiment — and for it I now offer up 
my life. > O, God ! No ! my Lord ; I acted as 
an Irishman, determined on delivering my 
country from the yoke of a foreign and unre- 
lenting tyranny, and the more galling yoke of, 
a domestic 'faction, which is its joint partner 
and perpetrator in the patricide, for the - igno- 
miny of existing with an citerior Tif-^lendor 
and » conscious depravity -. it was the wish of 
my heart to extricate my country from this 
doubly-rivetted despotism. I wished to phu^ 
ber independence beyond the reach of any 
power on «arth — I wished to «xa].t her to that 
proud station in the world. ^ 

" Connection with France- was,, indeed, in- 
tended—but ooly as far as mutual interest 
would sanrtiou or require. Were they to as- 
sume any authority idconsistent with the,pi> 
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lest iudept'udeBce, it would be tho signal for 
their destruction; we sought aid. and we 
sought it as we h^asGuraiice we sliould obtain 
il>T-a£ auxiliaries in war, atid allies in pea^^e. 

" Were the Piiench to come as .invaders or 
eiietniee, uninvited by the wishes of the people, 
1 should oppose them to tho utmost of my 
strength. Yes, my , countrymen, Iwouldm^t 
them on the beach, with a s-word in one hand 
and a torch in the other ; I would meet them 
with all the destnictive fury of war, and I 
would animate my conntrymen to immolate 
them in their boats, before they had contami- 
nated the soil cf my country. It they suc- 
ceeded in landing, andif f<x<ied to retire before 
superior discipline, I would dispute «very inch 
of ground, burn every blade of grass before 
them, and the last entrenchment of liberty 
should be my grave.j Whaf I could not do 
myself, if I should fair, I would leave as a last 
chaise to my couutiymen to accomplish, be- 
cause I should feel conscious that life, any more 
than death, is iHiproiltable when a foreign pa- ._ 

tion holds my eomitiy in subjection^ — <%-<-— ^^'^ — ' 

"But il"was not as au enemy that the siic- 
cours of France wer* to land. 1. looked, in- 
deed, for the assistance of Prance ; but I wish- 
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ei to prove 1o Francs Bod to the world, that 
Irifihraet) deseired to be assisted ; that they 
were indignant at slavery, and ready to assert 
the independence and liberty of their country. 
" I wished to procufB for my country the 
gaarantee which Washington procured for 
America. To {Hrocure an aid which, by its ex- 
ample, would be aa important as its vdour — 
disci|Jined, gallant, pregnant with science and 
experience ; who would preserve the good, and 
polish the rough points of our character; they 
would come to us as strangers and leave us aa 
friends, aiiEer sharing oar perils and elevating 
our destiny. These were my objects — not to 
receive new taskmakers, but to expel old ty- 
rants ; these were my views, and these only 
became Iri^men. It was for these -ends I 
sought aid from France, because Prance, even 
aa an enemy, could not be more im[4acable thAn 
the enemy already in the bosom of my coun- 
try, 

[Here he teaa interrupted by the C^urt.] 
" I hare been chai^;ed with th^t importance 
in the efforts to emancipate my country, as to 
he considered the keystone of the combination 
i^f Irishmen, or as yoiur Lordship expressed it, 
" the life and blood of the conspiracy." You 
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do me honour over much ; you have girok to 
the subaltern all the credit of a superior. 
There are men engaged in this conspiracy, who 
are not only superior to me, but even to your 
ovn conceptions of yourself, my Lord, before 
the splendor of whose genius and virtues I 
should bow with respectful deference, and who 
would think themselves dishonoured to be coll- 
ed your friend, and who would not disgrace 
themselves by shaking your blood-stained hand. 
[Here he vms again interrupted.] 
" What, my Lord ! shall you tell me, on the 
passage to that acatfbid, which that tyramiy (of 
which you are only the intermediary execu- 
tioner) has erected for my murder, that I am 
accountable for all the blood that has and will 
be shed in this simple of the oppressed agaiust 
the opi»es8or — shall you tell me this, and shall 
I be so very a slave as not to repel it ? 

" I do not fear, to approach the'Omnipotent 
Judge, to answer for the conduct of my whole 
life, and am I to be appalled and falsified by a 
mere remnant of mortality here ! \ ^y you, too, 
who, if it 'vreie possible to collect all the inno- 
cent blood that you have caused to be shed, in 
your unhallowed ministry, into one great re- (A 
wrroir, your Lordship might siraa in it. I /v ^ 



AM IJPE OP EMMBm 

[Here the Jujge interfered!] 

"Let no man dare, when I am dead, to 
charge me yrith dishonour ; let no man attaint 
my memory, by believing that 1 could have en- 
gaged in any cause but of my country's liberty 
and independence, or that I became the pliant 
minion of power, in the oppression of the mise- 
ries of my countrymen. The proclamation of 
the Provisional Government speaks for our 
Tiews ; no inference can be tortured from it to 
countenance barbarity ordebasemeiit at home, 
or subjection," humiliation, or treachery from 
abroad; I would not have submitted to a for- 
eign oppressor for the some reason that I would 
resist the present domestic oppressor. In the 
dignity of freedom, I would have fought on the 
threshold of my country, and its enemy should 
only enter by passing over my lifeless corpse.. 
And am I, who lived but for iny country, and 
who have subjected myself to the dangers of 
the jealons and watchful oppressor, and the 
bondage of the grave, only to give my coun- 
trymen their rights and my country her ipde-. 
pendence — am I to be loaded with calumny, 
and not suffered to resent or repel it ? No, God 
forbid ! 

{Here Lord Nofhury told Mr. Emmett that 
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his sentiments and^ tangriage disgraced his 
family and education, but tnore partioilarh/ 
his father, Dr. Emm.ett, who was a man, if 
alive, that uould not countenance snch (pin- 
ions.} 

" If the spirits of the .illustrious dead partici- 
pate in the concerns and cares of those who are 
dear to them in this transitory life — O ever 
dear and venerated shade of my departed Fa- 
ther, look down with scrutiny upon the con- 
duct of your suffering son ; and see if I have, 
even for a moment, deviated from those princi- 
ples of morality and patriotism which it was 
your care to instil into my youthful mind, and 
for which I am now to offer up my life. 

" My Lords, you are impatient for the sacri- 
fice — the blood which you seek is not congeal- 
ed by the artificial tenors that surround your 
victim; it circulates warmly and unniffled 
through the channels which God created for 
nobler purposes, but which you are bent to de- 
stroy, for purposes so grievous, that they cry 
to Heaven. Be ye patient ! I have but a few 
words more to say. I am going to my cold 
and silent grave : my lamp ol life is nearly ex- 
tinguished : jny race is run : the grave opens to 
receive me, and I sink into its bosom I I have 
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but one request to ask at my deperture from 

(j^thu world; it is the charity of its silence ! 
A y* Let no man write my epitaph ; fw as no man 

/ who knows my motives dare now vindicate 
tfa«n, let not prejudice or jgnorance asperse 
them^ Let them and roe repose in obscurity 
■nd peace, and my ttnnb remain uniiKcribed, 
aniii other times, and t^er men can do justice 
to my character. When my country takes her 
place among the nations of tiie earth — then, 
and not till then — let my epitaph be written. 
I H^VE Dom. 
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The unibrtunate youog man retired from 
tha hall of bis mock-trial to his (ku^eon — 
showii^ the same firmueM that erer character- 
ized him. He felt that be had made an hon- 
est effort to save his country from op|H«88ioD, 
and that in so doing he bad made a martyr of 
himself. Soon he was led to the scaffold — in- 
deed his enemies were a> eager for the blood 
of their victim, that he was executed on the 
day following his trial. 

The following is a copy of his letter to 
RicHAKD Cdkiun, the brother of his betrothed : 

'•My dearest Richard :— I find I have but 
a few honrs to live, but if it was the last mo- 
ment, and that the power of utterance was 
leaving me, I would thank you from the bot- 
tom of my heart for youi generous expressions 
of affection and forgiveness to me. If there 
was any one in the world in whose breast my 
death may be supposed not to stifle every Bpark 
of resentment, it might be you. I have deep- 
ly iiijared you— I hare injured the happiness of 
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s sister that you love, and who was formed to 
give happiness to every one abont her, iiislcad 
of having hor own mind a prey to affliction. 
Oh! Richard, I have no excuse to offer, but 
that 1 meant the reverse : I intended as much 
happiness for Sarah as the most ardent lore 
could have given her. I neverdid telt yoa 
how mnch I idolized her: it was- not with a' 
wild or unfounded passion, bnt it waa an at- 
tachment increasing every hour, from an admir^ 
ationof the purity of her mind, and respect for 
lier talents. I did dwell in secret upon the 
pTOTpect ol our union. I did hope that suc- 
cess, while it afforded the opportnnity ofoQr' 
union, might be the means of confirming an 
attachment, which misfortune had called forth. ■ 
I did not look to honors for myself; praise I 
would have asked from thelijis of no man ; but 
I would hare wished to read in the glow of 
Sarah's countenance, that her husband was 
respected. 

"My love, Sarah! it was not thus that I 
thought to have requited your affections. I 
did hope to be apmpronnd which your affec- 
tions might have chjng, and which would nev- 
er have been slialcen, but a rude blast has snap- 
ped it, and they have fallen over a grave. 
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"Thjs is no time for afflicrion, I have had 
pnblic motives to sustain my mind, and I have 
not suflfered it'to sink: but there have been 
moments iu my imprisonment when my mind 
was BO sunk by grief on her account, that death 
Would have been a refuge. 

"God bless yon, my dearest Richard. I am 
obliged to leave off immediately. 

Robert Eb™ett," 

This letter was written at twelve o'clock on 
the day of ' Mr. Emmett's execution, and the 
firmness and rej^^Uarity of the original hand- 
writing contains a striking aiid affecting proof 
of the littlo influence which the approaching 
event exerted over his frame. The same en- 
thusiasm which allured him to his destiny, 
enabled him to support its utmost rigonr. lie 
met his fate with unostentatious fortitude ; and 
although few will b? found bold enough to 
justify his projects, since they were unsuccess- 
ful, yet his youth, his talents, the great respec- 
tability of his coniieelions, and the evident de- 
lusion of which he was the victim, have exci- 
ted more general sym[iathy for his unfortunate 
end, and more forbearance towards his memo- 
ry, than is usually extended to the errors or 
snffcrings of politiMl offender. 
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What brought forth this wooderful effort of 
a youDg geatlemao, unaided and onsupported 
by any nUional system of oi^anization, uneouu- 
tenanced but by the humblest men in soeiety, 
relying on bis own great energy, and the 
thousand circumstances which chance might 
throw up on the surface of the political ocean ? 
What animated the miud and spirit of Emmett,- 
night after night, and day after day? What? 
His enemies will say it was ambition, a hope 
of personal aggrandizement, and a specuiatioa 
of personal exaltation, a saaguinary pnrpose to 
raise himself on the ruins of all that was re- 
spected and cherished in society. To such 
enemies we will reply that, if ever an enthu- 
siast was animated with a pure and unadultera- 
ted sentiment of the most disinterested anxiety 
for the freedom of his native country — if ever 
there was a human being who was ready to lay 
down his life fc^ the comfort and happiness of 
his fellow-creatures — if ever there was a heart 
dfat sincerely sympathised with the sufferings 
of mankind, or that would cheerfully devote 
itself at the altar, if such a sacrifice could pro- 
cure the liberty of 'Ireland — Robebt EioteTT 
was that man. 
With an intellect of the highest order, elo- 
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quance powerful, commanding, and inexliMisti- 
Ue ; an iutegirity which no force could bend ; 
a spirit which no dftnger or suffering could in- 
timidate; born of parents who were the pride 
and boast of their country ; the brother of those 
men who in the birthday of Ireland's freedom, 
illuminated the political firmament, and gave 
their country a hope that her freedom would 
be immortal ; the witness of her fall, and the 
spectator of her degradation, he gave himself 
up to the dreams of bis own imagination, and 
thouglit he saw. the liberties of his country 
achieved before he had formed his plan to se- 
ctne them. With all the customary character- 
istics of an enthusiast, he seemed to disdain 
those humble calculations by which all human 
objects are to be obtained. But Emmett 
achieved wbatno other man but himself would, 
have dared to attempt. With his single mind, 
and his single arm, he organized thousands of 
his countrymen, and beseiged the government 
of the country iu their strongest position. 

The evening before his death, Miss Curran 
was admitted into his dungeon to bid htm her 
eternal farewelL He was leaning in a melan- 
choly mood against the window of the prison, 
and the heavy clanking of his chains smote 
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dismally on her heart. The interview was 
bUttirly aSect'me, and rarhcd even (he callous 
sofll of the jailen As for Emmett himself, he 
vept, and spoke little ; hut as he pressed his 
beloved in silence to his lieart, his countenance 
betrayed I lis emotions. In a low voice, half 
choked by anguish, he I>e.scue;ht lier iirt to 
forget him f he remiadt-d her cf their former 
happiness, of the long past days of tiioir child- 
hood, and concluded by rcquebtina her some- 
time:; to visit the scenes where tlioir infancy 
was epcntj and lliongli the world might wpeat 
his name with scorn, to cling to his memory 
with affection. In parting, she turned round, 
as if to §aze once more on her widowed love. 
He c-Hight her rye as she retired — it was b«t 
for a moment — and as the door closed on him, 
it hiformed her too surely Urat iheyJmd met for 
tt»e bst time on earth, bnt that they shottld 
meet in a letter woiM, where man could iiot 
separate tl>em. 

Previous to his eseciilion, cs the governor 
was going his ronuds, he entered Bminett's 
room rather ahrnplly, and ohserving a remark- 
able expression ir> his countenance, he a|>clo- 
giaed for the interniption. He had a fork 
affixed tn his liitle deal table, and appended to 
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H there was a tress of hair. ' Ycu see,' said lie 
to his keeper, ' how innocently I have been 
occnpied : this little tress has been long dear to 
me, and I am plaiting it to wear in my hosom 
on the day of my execut'on.' On the day of 
tharfatal event, there was foimd, sketrficd by 
his own hand with a pen and ink, upon that 
very tabic, on admirable likeness of himself, 
the licad severed frcni the body whieh lay near 
i(, snrronnded by the scaffold, the axe and oil 
the parapheFDai ia of a high treason execution. 
Wh§tt a strange union of (eiidcrness, enthusiasm 
and fortitude, do not the above traits of char- 
acter eshibil ! His fortilude indeed, never for- 
sook him ; on the night previous to his death, 
he slept as stmndly as ever; and when the fatal 
morning dawDed, he arose, knelt down and 
prayod, ordered som?' milk, which he dfank, 
wrote two letters, {one to lib brother in Amer- 
ica, and the oilier to the secretary nf state, ii;- 
elo!>:ng it,) and (hen desired llie sherifTs to be 
informed that he was ready. When they came 
to Ins room, he said he had two requests *Io 
make : one, that his arms might be left as 
loose as possible, which was humanely acceded 
lo. " 1 make the other," said lie, "not under 
any idea that it cau be granted, Uu that it may 
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be held in remembraDce that I hare made it : 
it is, that I may be permitted to die in my uni- 
form.* This, of course, was not atlowed him ; 
and the request seemed to have no other object 
than to show that he gloried in the cause for 
which be was to suffer. A remarkable exam- 
ine of his power, both over himself and others, 
occurred at this melancholy momeut. He was 
passing out, attended by the sheriffs and prece- 
ded by the executioner ; in one of the passages 
stood the turnkey who had been personally 
assigned to him during his imprisfmrnent : this 
poor fellow loved him in his heart, and the 
tears were streaming from his eyes in torrents. 
Emmett paused for a moment ; his hands were 
not at liberty — he kissed his cheek — and the 
man who had been for years the attendant of a 
dungeon, habituated to scenes of horror, and 
hardened against their operation, lell senseless 
at his feet. Before his eyes had opened again 
upon this world, those of the youthful sufferer 
had closed forever ! 

Mr. Emmett was executed on the day fol- 
lowing that of his sentence, in Thomas-street, 
at the head of Bridgefoot Street, opposite Cath- 
erine's church. 

* Tbe rebel luiifbrtn of iKUud WMorwn. 
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RoBEBT EmzTT^ the lofty-minded patriot — 
tha atniable enthusiast — the warm-hearted 
friend, and ardent lover, is do more ! The 
hand of the executioner extinguished the fire 
and energy of that soul, which burned for hb 
country's good ; and that tongue, of the purest 
and sublimest eloquence, is now forever mute. 
He died as he lived, with heroic fearlessness, 
and decent fortitude. The amiable, though 
enthusiastic Emmett, however, we hope, has 
not died in vain ; our rulers must learn from 
his history that a peoiJe without confidence is 
a moral Hydra, never to be deprived of the 
tueans of doing mischief. The head of one 
Febellion is no sooner lopped off, than another 
is generated. The Hercules, who is to annihi- 
late the monster, can only be found in those 
acts of wisdom and justice, which are to recon- 
cile the people to their rulers, by making them 
freemen. 

The fate of Robert Ehhett demanded some- 
thing more than tears, and unprofitable as these 
may have been, we have continued to offer 
them Btill to his memory. But let our private 
sorrows pass ; history one day will do him jus- 
tice ; we have thrown our mite in the scale in 
which bis leputation yet trembles; and, inade- 
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qnatc as tliat may be, it is sincere and impar- 
tial. Ail ye who knew him in "his hour of 
pride" gfl and do likewise. 

Speaking of Mr. Emmett, Chas. RiiHips, 
Esi]., a distinguished Irish lawyer, says : 

" Upon his i-hamcter, of course, different par- 
lies will pass different opinions. Ifere he suf- 
fered the death of a traitor — in Airierica his 
memory is as that of a martyr ; and a fiUl 
length portrait of him, trampling on a crown, 
is one of their most popular sign-'posis. Of his 
high hoiior, even Mr. Cnrran had ah exalted 
opinion. Speaking of him to me one day, he 
said: "I would have believed the word of 
Emmett, as toon as the oath of any one I ever' 
knew." 

Moore, in his life of Lord Edward Fitzgerald, 
epenking of Emmett, says: "Of this friend, 
notwithstanding his own dying entreaty that 
the world would extend to him the chaf'ity of 
its silence, I cannot deny myself the gratifica- 
tion of addiofi a few word.s, considering that st 
least the spirit of his wish will not be violated ' 
in them. Were 1 to number, indeed, the men 
among all I have ever known, who seemed to 
combine in the greatest degree pnre moral 
worth with intellectual power, I shoold, among ' 
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the highest of the class, p^ace Robert Emwett. 
Wholly free from the fnliies and frailties of 
youih — ^though how capable he was of the most 
devoted passion, events afterwards proved — the 
pursint of science, in which he admirably dis- 
tinguished himself, seemed at the time, the Only- 
object that at all divided his attention with the 
mthusiasni ' for Irish freedom, which in him 
was an hereditary as well as a natural feeling, 
himself being the second martyr his family had 
given lo the cause. Simple in all his habits, 
and with a repose of look and manner indicat- 
ing but little movement within, it was only 
when the sjH-ing was touched that set his feel- 
ings, and through them, his intellect, in motion, 
that he at all rose abovB the level of ordiiiaiy 
men. On no occasion was this more peculiarly 
striking than in those displays of oratory with 
which, both in the Uebating and Historical 
Society, he so often enchained the sympathy 
and attention of his yomig audience. No two 
individuals indeed could look more unlike to 
each other than "was this same youth to himself 
before rising to speak and after — the brow that 
had appeared irianiirfate and almost drooping, 
at once elevating itself in all tlie consciousness 
of power, and the whcle countenance and f g- 
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ure of tb« speaker assuming a change as of ona 
siuldenly inspired. Of his oratory, it must be 
recollected, (I speak from youthful imi^esuons, 
but I have heard little since that iq>pesed to 
me of a loftier, or what is far more rare to Irish 
eloquence, puivr character ;) and the effects it 
produced, as well from its own exciting powei 
as from the susceptibility with whu^ the au* 
dience caught up erery allusioa to passing 
events, was such as to attract seriously the at- 
tention of the fellows; and, by their desire, 
one of the scholars, a man of advanced stand-- 
ing and re[Hitation for oiatny, came to attend 
our debates, expressly for the po^Kisa of an> 
swering Emmett, and endeaToring to neutral- 
ize the fervor of his impusioned eloquence. 
Such in heart and mind was another of th« 
devoted men, who, with gifts that would have 
made them the omameQla and supports of a 
veil-regulated community, were yet driven to 
live the lives of conspirators, and die the death 
of traitors, by a system of government which it 
would be difficult eveo to think of with par- 
tience, did we not gather a hope from the pro* 
sent aspect of the whole civilized wwld, that 
such a system of bigotry and misrule can never 
exist again." 

C3.I; :i-.,C(.K>tjl>J 
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stance of such genaine devotion as that of 
~ Sarah Cutnn for Robert Sramett. She loved 
him and his memory, though it excluded her 
from the patnnal roof, and compelled her to 
seek protection among strangers. Charles 
Phillips says in his new work : 

" The curtain had fallen, the scaffold had its 
victim, s^ the world's idle Tork went on as 
usual, after youth and genius, and enthusiasm 
had thus mournfully passed away from it. 
But there was one young heart which Em- 
mett's image had long made iU habitation — 
that of " his love — Sarah." That heart was 
now broken, but the imftge still remained amid 
its niins. The sequel to her hrisf sad story 
is soon told. Her home unhappy, hei fatlier 
offended, her mind daily harrassed by associa- 
tions reminding her of happineiis forever baa- 
ished, she sought a solace in the friendly fami- 
ly of Mr. Penrose, in the vicinity of Cork. 
She found there a frequent guest in the person 
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of a Capl. Sturgeon. This gmtleman fcecame 
deeply iniereslcd in her fate, and prevailed on 
her, in hci desolation, to accept his haiid, 
though she too im\y told him her affections 
were in the grave., ' In a few short months she 
was there hcreelf, having died in Sicily, bro- 
ken-hearted. Her grave is in the village of 
New Market, her father's birth-place, WIio 
oan refuse to shed a tear o*er it? The follow- 
ing sweet lines of Moore commemorale her 
misfortunes ; and it is said that when left alone, 
she was heard to sing them at Mr. Penrose's : 

Slie h far from the land nbere b«r young hvo sleeps. 

And lovers are roind her sighing; 
But coiiilj ei.e turns from Ihtir gaze eud weppii, 

For h«r heart m bis grate is lyiog. 

She sings flie wild song of her dear native planis, 

Every note which- beloved awatiag; 
Ab I UttJe they tbink vtio detigbt iu het ■tTftlita, 

Huw the bead of the minstrel is breajtiug. 

' He had liT'd for bis love, for his country Iio died, 

Tb-^y were all tliat to life liftd entwioed him; 
Kor s*H>n aball the tears of Li^ country bo ilried, 
H'or long kUI kit lave itay bckiTid him. 

Oil 1 make her ft grave where the sunbeams rest. 

When they make her eglurlovie morrirw; 
They'll shine o'er h«T tleep, tike a-snilie in tbe veat, ■ 

Fiem her ovn luvtd islacdof sorrow. 
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Captain Sturgeon, who survived her many 
years, died iu balllp in the Peninsula war. 
Eramelt's love breathed her last a resigned and * 
pious Christian." 

Washington Irving, in his Sketch Book, pays 
a beautiful tribute to the memory of this un- 
faappy pair. It is said that Lord Byron had a 
friend to read this sketch to him on his dying 
bed. Though it is rather long, we give it in 
full: 



' Of «nj true ■ffeclton, but 'twas nipt 
With cara, tbftt like the caterpillar, eati 
The leaves uf spriog's sveeleit book, tbe roae. 

MlDDLEION. 

It is a common practice with those vho have 
outlived the sUEceplibiiity of eaiiy feeling, or 
have been brought up in the gay lieartlessiies* 
of dissipated. life, to laugh at all love Btories, and 
to treat the tales of romantic passion as mete 
fictions of novelists and poets. My observa- 
tions on human nature have induced me to 
think otherwise. They have convinced me, 
that however the -surface of the character may 
be chilled and frozen by the cares of the world, 
or cultivated into mere smiles by the arts., of 
society, still'theie are dormant fires lurking in 
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the deptha of the coldest bosom, which, when 
ODce enkindled, become impetaous, and are 
sometimes desolating in their effects. Indeed, 
I am a trae believer in the .blind deity, and go 
to the full extent of his doctrines. Shall I c<«i- 
fess it ? I believe in broken hearts, and Uw 
possibility of dying of disappointed love ! I 
do not however, consider it a malady often |a- 
tal to my own sex ; but I finnly believe that 
it withers down many a lovely wcHoau Into an 
early grave. 

Man is the creature of ioterest and ambition. 
His nature leads him forth into the bustle and 
struggles of the world. Love is but the embel- 
lishment of his early life, or a song piped in the 
intervals of the acts. He seeks for fame, for 
fortune, for peace in the world's thoughts, and 
dominion over his fellow-men.' But a woman's 
whole life is a history of the affections. The 
heart is her world ; it is there her ambition 
strives for empire — it is there her avarice seeks 
f(H- hidden treasures. She sends forth her 
sympathies on adventure ; she embarks her 
whole soul in the traffic of affection : and if 
shipwrecked, her case is hopeless — ^for it is 
bankruptcy of the heart. 

To a man, the disappointments of love may 
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cause sopae bitter peDgs : it voonds some feet- 
ing8 of tenderness — it blasts stnne prospects of 
felicity ; but be is an active being; he may dis- 
sipate his thonghts in the whirl of varied occu- 
pation, or may plunge into the tide of pleasure ; 
or, if the scene of disappointment be too full of 
painful associations, he can shift his abode at 
vill, and taking as it were, the wings of the 
morning, can " fly to the uttermost parts of the 
earth, and be at rest." 

^t woman^ is comparatively a fixed, a se- 
duded, and a meditative life. She i^ more the 
companion of her own thoughts and feelings ; 
and if they are turned to ministers of sorrow, 
where shall she look for conversation } Her 
lot is to be wooed and won ; and if unhappy in 
her love, her heart is like soaie fortress that has 
been captured, and sacked,and abandoned and 
and left desolate. 

How many bright eyes grow dim — how 
many soft cheeks grow pale-jiow many love- 
ly forms fade away into the tomb, and none 
can telt the cause that bl%hted their loveliness ! 
As the dova will clasp its wings to its side, and 
cover and conceal the arrow that is jvcying on 
its vitals — so is it the nature of woman to hide 
firom the world the pangs of wounded affection. 
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The love of a delicate female i^s always shy atid 
silent. Even when fortuuate slie scarcely 
breathes it to herself; but wheu otherwise, srie 
buries it iu the recesscsof her bosom, and there 
lets it cower and brood among the ruios of her 
peace. With her the desire of her heart has 
failed — the great charm of existence is at end. 
She neglects all the cheerful exercises which 
gladden the spirits, qiiickeii the pulses, and 
send the tide of life ia healthful stream cnr- 
rents through the veins. Her rest is broken — 
the sweet refrcsliment of sleep is poisoned by 
melancholy dreams — "dry sorrows drink her 
Mopd," imtii her enfeebled frame sinks under 
the slightest external injury. Look for her a 
little while, and you find friendship weeping 
over her untimely grave, aud wondering that 
one, who but lately glowed with all the ra- 
diance of both health and beauty, should so 
speedily be brought down to "darkness and. 
the worm." You will be told of some wintry- 
chill, some casual indi spotlit ion, that laid her 
low — but no one knows the mental malady 
that previously sapped het strength and made 
ber so easy a jwey to the spoiler. 

She is like, some, tender tree, the pride aud 
beauty of the grove ; graceful in its formst 
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bright in its foliage, biit with the worm |wey- 
ing at its heart. We find it suddenly withei^ 
ing, -when it should be most fresh and luxu- 
riant. We see it dropping' its branches, leaf by 
leaf, until, wasted and perished away, it falls 
even in the still of the forest ; and as we muse 
over the beautiful ruin,' M'e strive in vain to 
recollect the blast or thunderbolt that could 
have smitten it with decay. 

I have seen many instances of women run- 
ning to waste and self-neglect, and disappear- 
ing gradually from the earth, almost as if they 
had been exhaled fo heaven ; and have re- 
peatedly fascied that I could trace their deaths 
through the various declenMoiis of consump- 
tions, colds, debility, langour, melancholy, un- 
til I reached the first symptoni of disappointed 
love. But an instance of this kind was lately 
told me ; the circumstances are well known ia 
the country where they happened, and I shal! 
but give them in the manner in which they 
were related.. 

Evary one must recollect the tragical story 
of Emmett the Irish palriov— it was loo touch- 
ing to be feon forgotten. During the troubles 
in Ireland, he was tried, condemned and exe- 
cuted on a charge of treason. His fate made a 
s 
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deep impiessioii on public sympathy. He wa« 
80 yoiiLig — sii ititftUigeul— ao geueroiis — so 
brave ; so every thiiii" Ibat we are apt to like in 
ayoniig man. His cotiJiict inidef (rial, too, 
was so lolly and iuti-ciiid. The noble indigna- 
tion with wliicb be repelled the charge of trea- 
501) against his country ; the eloquent vindica- 
tioii of bis name; and his patlietic appeal to poste- 
rity, ill the hopeless hoar of condemnation ; all 
these entered deeply into every geiierods bosom, 
and even his enemies lamented the stem policy 
that dictated his execution. 

But there was one heart whose anguish it 
would be impossible to describe. ' In happier 
days and fairer fortunes he had won the affec- 
tions of a beautiful and interesting girl, the 
daughter of a late celebrated Irirfh barrister. 
She loved him with the disjiiterested fervor of 
a woman's first and early love. When every 
worldly maxJHi arrayed itself against him; 
when blasted in fortune, and disgrace and dan- 
ger darkened around bis name, she loved 
hira the more ardently for his very sufierings. 
If then, his fate could awaken the sympathy 
even of his foes, what must have been the ago- 
ny of her, whose whole sogl was occupied by 
hilt image ? Let those tell who have had the 
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portals of the tomb suddenly closed between 
them and the being they most loved on earth-:- 
who have sat at its threshhold, as one shut out 
in a cold and tonely world, from whence all 
that was most lovely aud Joving had disappear- 
ed. 

But then the horrors of such a grave ! so 
frightful, so dishonored! There was nothing 
for memory to dwell on that could sooth the 
pang of separation : none of those tender, though 
melancholy circumstances, that endear the part- 
ing scene — nothing to melt sorrow into those 
blessed tears, sent like the dews of heaven, to 
relieve the heart in the parting hour of anguish. 

To render her widowed situation more deso- 
late, she had incurred her father's displeasure 
by her unfortunate attachment and was an ex- 
ile from the peireutal roof. But could the sym- 
pathy and kind offices of friends fiave reached 
a spirit so shocked and driven in by horror, she 
would have experienced no want of consola- 
tion, for the Irish ate a people of quick and 
generous sensibilities. The most delicate'and 
cherishing attentions were paid her by families 
of wealth and distinction. She was Ie.d into 
society, and ihey tried by all kinds of occupa- 
tion and amusement to dissipate her grief, aud 
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wean her from the tragical story of her love. 
But it WB3 all in rain. There are some strokes 
of calamity that scathe and search the soul — 
that penetrate to the vital seat of happiness ; 
that blast it never again to put forth bud or 
blossom. • She never objected to frequent the 
haunts of pleasure, hut she was as much alone 
there, as in the depths of solitude. She walk- 
ed about ii a sad reverie, apparently uncon- 
scious of the world around her. She carried 
with her en inward wo that mocked at all the 
hlandishmenls of friendship, and "heeded not 
the voice of the cliarmer, charm he never so 
wisely." 

The person who told me her story had seen 
her at a masqueradft. There can be no exhi- 
bition of far-gone wretchedness more striking 
and pcunful than to meet it in such a scene. 
To find it wandering lilse a spectre, lonely and 
joyless, where aD around is gay — to see it 
dressed out in the trapping of mirth, and look- 
ing so wan and wo-begone, as if it had tried in 
vain to cheat the poor heart into a momentary 
foi^etfulness of sorrow. After strolling through 
the splendid ro(»ns and giddy crowd with ao 
air of utter abstraction, she' sat herself down 
on the steps of aa orcheslra,^ and lookuig about 
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for some Ihne with a vacant air, that tlioved 
her insensibility to the garish scene, she begaa 
with the capriciousness of a sickly heart, to 
vaible a Jittle plaintive air. She had an ex- 
quisite voice; but on thisoccasion it vas so 
simple, 80 touching — it breathed forth such a 
soul of wretchedness, that ahe drew a crowd, 
mute and silent, arouad her, and melted every 
oue into tears. 

The story of one so true and tender could 
not but excite interest ia a country remarkable 
for enthusiasm. It completely won the heart 
of a brave officer, who paid his address to her, 
and thought that one so true to the dead, could 
not but jaove affectionate to the living. She 
declined his attentions, for her thoughts were 
irrecovorably engrossed by the thoughts of her 
former lover. He however persisted in his suit. 
He solicited not her tenderness but her esteem. 
He was assisted by her conviction of his worth, 
and her sense of her own destitute and depend- 
ent situation, for she was existing on the kind- 
ness of friends. In a word, he at lehgth suc- 
ceeded in gaining her hand ; though with the 
solemn msurance that hei heart was uoalteai- 
b]y another's. 

He took her with him to Sicily, hoping a 
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change of scene might wear out a mem6r7 of 
earljr woe. She was an amiable and exempla- 
ry wife, ind made an effort to be a happy one ; 
but nothing could cure the sileat and devour- 
ing melancholy that had entered iuto her very 
soul. She wasted away in a slow and hope- 
less decline, and at length suok iiito the grave, 
the victim of a broken heart. 



The following poems have been written ia 
commemoration of thia unfortunate young la^- 
<ly: 

MISS CURRAIT.- 

Her eorrows are numbered — do lootrer she weeps, 

Erery paag ^e endured is requited ; 
'Witli endlesa delight, and in aileuce she sleeps, 

For in death irith faer love «be'a uoited. 

* iJke'Sidneylie died, but his mem'ry shall liye 

In the boeom of those who deplored bim ; 

And Fky ber porest ofdeir-drope shall giyA 

To tbe sorrows ol those who adored bim. 
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For be loved — vsa beloved — but nlai 1 !a hii bloom, 
llie otdeat of fate here sore tried him ; 

And Lis spirit took flight Erora this trorltl of gloom, 
To that glory ■whicli here was denied him. 

From regioiu of bliss — the high heaTeai aboTe, 
Where aortofts CBDaeyer inrade him, ; 

He unr her distress, aod be beckoned his lov« 
To ascend, Audvith Jo; she obeyed him. 

And she -who is joiaed to the spirit sbe monmed, 
Now ia bliss, ^tia in vain to deplore her ; 

For her memory shall live in tbeii bosoms ionraed. 
Who rowed even in death to adore her. 

■Whether hero, or lorer, or else matters not, 
"Other times— other men shall divine him;" 

Let him rest with hislore, by the world forgot. 
We have hearts large enough to enshrine hitn. 



MY EMMETTS NO MORE. 



Despair in her wild eye, a daughter of Erin, 

Appeared on the cliETof a bleak rockyahore. 
Loose in the winds flowed her dark streamiog ringlets. 

And heedless sbe gazed on the dread surge's roar. 
Loud rang her harp in wild tones of despBiring. 

The Urae pabei;J away with the preseut comparing. 
And io Boul-thnlHug strains deeper sorinw declaring. 

She Ntag £riji'a woes, and bet fimmelt's no more I 
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* Oh, bio I IDT country, your glory's dcptuletl. . 

For tyrants and traitws have sljibbed tliy heu't's con, 
Thy daugblers have kved in the Btrcama of affliclioD, 

Thy patriota.have fled, or arc etretcLed in tbejr gore. 
Buthleaaruffiarh noiv jirowl tli rough thy liamleta forsaken. 

From pale hungry orpliaos their laatraorseUbnve taken; 
The BCreama of thy females do pity awaken ; 

Alaal my poor country, your Kminett's no Tuoret 

"Brave van hia spirit, yet mild aa the Brahmin, 
Hia beaj't bled in ag^uish at the wroDga of the poor: 

To relieve their hard BufTerii|g<« he braved every danger. 
The vengeance of tyrauta undauntedly bore. 



E'en before him the proud titled villains in power, 

Were seen, though in ermine, in terror to cower. 
Bat alaa t he ia gone — he has fallen, a young flower, 
'Aey have murdered my Emmetl — my Eiumett'a n 
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ACCOOHT OF THE LATE PLAS OF INaUREECTION 
IS DUBLIN, AND TUE CAUSE OF FAILURE* 

The plan was comprised under three heads 
— pmnis of atlackfpoitUs of check, and lines of 
dejenee. 

The points of attack were three: — The 
Pigeon House, the Castle, and the Artillery 
Barraeks at Island Bridge. 

The attack was to begin with the Pigeon 
House, number of men 200. The place <rf as- 
sembly, the Strand, between Irishtown and 
Sandymount. The time, low water. The 
men to divide into two bodies : ose to cross by 
a sand bonk, between the Pigeon House and 

"Annexed to the copy from which the above has been 
tnuiMrihed. it th'e following iuemorMi<luni.'iii the handwrit- 
ing ot& gentleman whobeliia coiiSdeutial situHtioQ under 
th« Vnii\i goTernment — "The original of thJa paper was de- 
livered on th« morning juat before h.e was brought out to 
execution, in order t« be fumnrdcd to his broUier, TlioniM 
KMh Enimett, at Pam." 



■,C(K>tjl>J 



Light House, where they were to mouDt the 
wall ; the other to cross at Devonshire Wharf; 
both parties to detach three men with blunder- 
busses, and three with jointed pikes, conceded, 
who were to seize the sentries and gates for the 
rest to rush in. Another plan was fotmed for 
high water, by means of pleasure, or fishing 
b<»ts, going out in the morning, one by one, 
and returning in the evening to the dock at the 
Pigeon House, where they were to land. A 
rocket from this was to be the signal for the 
o^er two, viz : 

The castle, the number of men 200. The 
place of assembly, Patrick-Street depot. A 
house in Ship-street was expected, also one 
near the gate. A huiided men to be aimed 
with jointed pikes and bltinderbussefi, the rebt 
to support them, and march openly with long 
pikes. To begin by the entraiice of two job 
coaches, hackney coachmen, two footmen, and 
six persons, inside, to drive in at the upper gate 
into the yard,, come out of the coaches, turn- 
back and seize the gnatd, (or instead of one of 
the job coacties, a sedan going in at the same 
time, with two footmen, two chairmen, and 
one inside : ) at the same moment a person wlas, 
in case of foilure,*to knock at Liam.^y's door, 
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seize it and let in others, to come down by a 
scaling kdder/rom a window on the top ol the 
guard-house, while attacks were made at a pub- 
lic house in Ship-street, which has three win- 
dows commanding the gnard-house, a gate in 
Stephen-street, another at the Aungier-street, 
end of Great George's-street, leading to the ord- 
nance, another'at the new houses in George's* 
street, leading to die riding yard, and another 
over a piece of a brick wail near the Palaec- 
street gate. Scaling ladders for all these. 
Pire-balls, if necessary, for the guard-house of 
tlie upper gate. The Lord Lieutenant and 
jHiDcipal officers of goTcmment, together with 
the bulk of artillery, to ho sent off under an 
escort to the eonnnander in Wicklow, in case 
of being obliged to retreat, I foigot to men- 
tion that the same was to be done with as much 
of the Pigeon House stores as could be. Aa- 
other parly with some artillery to come into 
town along the quays, and take post at Car- 
lisle Bridge, to act according to circumstances. 
Island Bridge, 400 men. Place ofassembly, 
ftuarry-hole ojiposite, and Burying ground. 
Eight men with pistols and one with a blun- 
derbuss, to seize the sentry walking outside, 
seize the gates, some to rush i/i, seize the cannon 
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opposite the gate, the rest to mount on all sides 
by scalii)g ladders; o;i seizing this to send two 
cannon over the bridge facing the barrack road. 
Auother detachment to bring cannop down 
James-street, another towards Rathfarnham as 
before. To each of the flank points, when 
carried, reinforcements to be sent, with horses, 
&c. to transport the artillerjr. Island Bridge 
only to be maintained; a false attack also 
thonght of, after the others had .been made on 
the rear of the barracks, and if necessary, to 
bnrn the hay stores in the rear. 

Three rockets to be the signal that the at- 
tack on any part was made, and afterwards a 
rocket of stars in case of victory, a silent one 
of repulse. 

Another point of attack not, mentioned; 
Cork-street Barracks ; if the ofiicer coiild f ■ 
prise it, and set fire to it ; if not, to take post in 
the house (I think in Earl-street, the street at 
the end of Cork-street, leading to Newmarket, 
looking down the street with musquetry, two 
bodies ofpikemenin Earl-street,) to the right 
and left of Cork-street, and concealed from 
troops marching in that street. Another in, I 
think, Marrowbone-lane, to take them in rear. 



■,C(.K>tjl>J 



APPENDIX. 179 

Place of assembly, fields adjacent, or Fcnton 
fields. 

Points o^Check. — The old Custom-house, 
300 men, the gate to be shnt orstopped with a 
load of straw, to be previously in the street. 
The other small gate to be commanded by 
musquetry, and the built of the 300 men to ba 
distributed in Parliament-street, Crane-lane, , 
and those streets falling into Essex-sti^et, iu 
order to attack them if they forced out. Tha 
jointed pikes and blunderbusses lying under 
great coats, rendered all these surprises unsus- 
pected ; fire balls, if necessary, and a beam of 
rockets. 

An idea also was, if money had been got, to 
purchase UafTerty's cheese shop, opposite to it 
to make a depot and assembly ; and to mine 
under and blow up a part of the Custom-house, 
and attack them in confusion, as also the Cas- 
tle. The millers would have been got also to 
mine from a cellar into some of the streets 
through which the army from the barracks 
must march. 

The assembly was at the Coal-quay, 

Mary-street barracks, sixty men, A house- 
painter's house, and one equally removed on 
the opposhe side, (No. 36, 1 believe,) whose 



fire commands the iroa gate of the banaclts^ 
vithoat being exposed to the fire from it, to bo 
occupied b; tveaty-fout blunderbosses j the 
remaiader, pikemeo, to remain near Cole'a-lane 
<ff to be ready in case of rushing out to attack 
them. Assembly, Cole's-laQe market, or else 
detached from Custom-house body. 

The comer house of Capel-street, (it waa 
Killy EeUoy's) commanding in Ormond-tjuay, 
and Dixon, the shoemaker's (or the house be* 
yoad it,) which open suddenly on the flauk of 
the onny, without being exposed to their fire, 
to be occupied by btimderbusses. Assembly 
detached from Custom-house body. 

Lines or DercNce. — ^Beresfotd-street ims 
six issues from Church-street, viz : Coleraine- 
street, King-street, Stirrup-lane, Mary's-lane, 
Pill-lane, and the Q,uay. These to be chained 
in the first instance by a body of chainmeu; 
double chains and padlocks were deposited, and 
the sills of ttie doors marked. The blockade 
to be aiierwards filled up ; that on the Q.uay 
by bringing up the coaches from the strand, 
and oversetting them, together with the butch- 
ers' blocks froni Ormond-market. The houses 
over the chains to be occupied with hand 
grenades, pistols and stones. Pikemen to 
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parade in Beresford-street, to attack instantly 
any person that might penetrate ; the number 
200. Assembly, Smithfield depot, where were 
800 pikes for reinforcetnents. The object was 
to force the troops to march towEutIs theCastle, 
by the other side of the water, wliere the bulk 
of the preparations and men to receive them 
wexe. 

Merchant's Quay. In case the army, after 
passing the- Old Bridge, marched that way, 
Wogaii's house and a Birmingham warehouse 
next to it to be occupied with musquetfy, gra- 
nges, aiid stoues ; also, the leather crane at 
the other end of the Q,nay; a beam to be be- 
fore the crane, lying across the Q.uay, to be 
fired at the approach of the enemy's column. 
A body of pikeinen in Winetavern-street, in- 
stantly to rush on them in front ; another body 
in Cook-street to do the same, fire lanes opeo- 
iag on their fiwik, and by Bride-street in their 
rear. Another beam in Bridge-street, in case 
of taking that route, and then the Xkiok-street 
body to rush out instantly in front ; a beam in 
Dirty-lane ; main body of pikemen in Thomas- 
street to rush on them instantly on firing the 
beam. The body on the Qjiay to attack oa 
Eeu ; in case ol repulse, Catherine's Church, 



■,C(K>tjl>J 



IH APPEITBIX. 

Market house, imd two houses adjacent, that 
command that street, occupied with musquetry. 
Two rocket batteries near the Market house, a 
beam before it, brdy of pikemeii in Swift's- 
(Uley, and that ratige, to rush on their flank, af- 
ter the beam was fired through Thomas-court, 
Vicar-street, and three other issues ; the corner 
houses of these issues to be occupied by stones 
and grenades ; the entire of the other side of 
the street to be occupied with stones, &c. the 
flank of this side to be protected by a chain at 
James-gale, and Ohiiiess's drays, &c. the rear 
of it to be protected from Cook-street, in case 
the officer there failed, by chains across Bains- 
ford-street,- Critly's-Yard, Mealh-street, Ash- 
street, and Francis-street. The Quay body to 
co-operate by the issues befote mentioned, (at 
the other side,} the chains of which would be 
opened by us immeilialety. In case of further 
repulse, the houses at the corner of Cutpurse- 
row, commaiidmg the lanes at each side of the 
Market-house, the two houses in ^High-street, 
commanding that open, and the comer houses 
of Castle-street, commanding Skimier-row, 
(now Christ Church-place) to be successively 
occupied. In case of a final retreat, the routes 
to be three : Cork-«treet, to Templeogue, New- 



street, Kathrariiliara, and Camden-street depart- 
ment. The bridges of the Liffey to be covered 
six feet deep with boards full of long nails, 
bound down by two iron bars, with spiked 
eighteen -inches long, driven through them into 
the pavement tostop acolumti of cavtJry, or 
even infantry. 

Thewhole of this plan was given lip by me 
for the want of means, except, the Cjetle and 
lines of defence, for 1 expected "300 Wexford 
men, 400 Eild^e meu, and 200' Wicklowl all' 
of whom had fonght before,- to begin the siir- 
prises at this side of the water, and by the pre- 
parations for defence, so as to give time for the 
town to assemble. The county of Dublin waa 
also to act at the instant it began — the nnmber 
of Dublin people acquainted with it I under- 
stood to be 4 or 5,000. "lexpected ^,000 to as- 
semble at Costigan's Mills, the grand place of as- 
sembly. The evening before, the Wicktow 
men failed, through their officer. The Kildare 
men who were to act, (particularly with me,) 
came in, and at five o'clock went off again 
from the Canal-harboUr, on a report that Dublin 
would not act. In Dublin itself^ it was given 
out by sonie treacherous or cowardly person, 
that it *a8 postponed tUl Wednesday. The 
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tiOiQ of assembly was from six till nine Instead 
of 2,000, there was eighty men assembled, 
wboa we came to the Market-house they were 
diiDinished to e^hteen or tweaty. The Wex- 
ford men did assemble, I believe, to the amount 
promised, on the Coal-quay; but 300 men, 
though they might be sufficient to begin on a 
sudden, were not so, when government had 
five hours' notiee by express from Kildare. 

Added to this, the preparations were, , from 
an iinfortunBrte series of disappointments in 
money, unfinished, and scarcely any blunder- 
busses bought up. 

The men who were to turn the fuzes and 
rammers for the beams forgot them, and went 
od^to Kildare to bring men, and did not rebim 
till the very day. The consequence was, that 
all the beams were not Ipaded, nor mounted 
with wheels, nor the train-bags, of course, fas- 
tened on'to explode them. 

Prom the explosion in Patrick-street, I lost 
the jointed pikes which were deposited there, 
and the day of action was fixed on before this, 
and could not be changed. 

I had no means of making up for their less 
but by the boUow beams full of pikes, which 
struok me three or four days before the 23d. 
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From the delays in getting the materials, they 
were not able to set about them till the day be- 
fore ; the whole of that day and the next, which 
ought to have been spent m arrangements,' 
was obliged to be employed in work. Even 
this, from the confusion occasioned by men 
crowding into the depot from the country, was 
almost impossible. 

The person who had the management of the 
depot mixed, by accident, the slow matches 
that was prepared, with what was not, and all 
our labour went for nothing. 

The fuzes for the grenades he had also laid 
by where he forgot them, and could not find 
them in the crowd. 

The cranip irons could not he got iii time 
from the smiths, to whom we could not com- 
municate the necessity of despatch ; and the 
scaling-ladders were not finished (but one.) 
Money came in at five o'clock, and the trusty 
men of the depot, who alone knew the town, 
were obliged to he sent out to buy op blunder- 
busses, for the people refused to act without 
some. To change the day was impossible, 
for I expected the counties to act, and feared 
to lose the advantage of surprise. The Kil- 
d«e men were cotm/ag in for three days ; and 
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after that it was impossible to draw back. 
Had I aiiotlier week: ha<l 1 one thousand 
pounds; had i ojte thousand men, 1 would 
■ have leaved ijothuig. Tlieie was redundancy 
enough in any one [>art to have made tip, if 
complete, for deficiency in.tlie rest ; but there 
was failure iij all — plan, preparation, and men. 

I wonld have given it the respectability of 
insurrection, but 1 did not uselessly wish to 
spill blood : I gave no signal for the rest, and 
they all escaped. 

1 arrived time enough in the couiitry to pre- 
vent that part of jt which had already goue out 
with one of my men, to disarm the neighbor- 
hood from proceeding. I found that by a mis- 
take of the messenger, Wicklow would not rise 
that night — I sent off to prevent it from doing 
so the next, as it intended. It offered supplise 
even after the defeat, if I wished it, but I re- 
fused. Had it risen, Wexlord would have 
done the same. It began tg assemble, hut its 
leader kept it .back .till he knew the fate of 
Didilin. In the state Kiidare was in, it wonld 
have done the same. I was repeatedly solicit- 
ed by some .of those -who were with me to do 
so, but I constantly refused. The more re- 
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mole counties did not rise, for want of money 
to sei)d,t!iem thi5 signal agreed on. 

I know how men without candour will pro- 
nounce on this Taiinre^ without knowing one of 
■ the circiiinstRnces that occitsioncd it. They 
will consider only that they predicted it; 
w^iether its failure was caused by chance, or 
by any of the grounds on which they made 
their predictinii, they will not care — they will 
make no distiiKMion between a prediction ful- 
filled and justified — they WiU make no com- 
promise of errors— thoy wilt not recollect that 
they predicted also that no system could be 
formed — that no secrecy nor confidence could 
be restored — that no preparations eould be 
made — that no day could be fixed, without be- 
ing instantlyknowti atthe Castle ; that govern- 
ment only waited tp let the conspiracy ripen, 
and crush it at their pleasure ; and that, on these 
grounds only did they predict its mi^arriage. 
The very same men that after success would 
have flattered, will now calumniate. The very 
•ame men, that would have made an ofi'ering 
(^unlimited sagacity at the shrine of victory, 
will not now be content to take back/that por- 
tion ttiat belongs of light 4o themselves, but 
would violate lite sanctuary of jaisfortune, and 



strip her of that covering that candour woll^d 
have left her. R. E. 



THEOBALD WOLFE TONE. 

We are indebted for the following account 
of this distinguished Irish patriot, to Mr. Chas. 
Phillips' new work, " Curraj and his Contem- 
poraries :" 

" In this mournful year an episode occurred 
in the professional life of Mr. Curran, highly 
indicative of his spirit, disinteresledness, and 
intrepidity— the capture and condemnation of 
Theobald Wolfe Tone — a very extraordinary 
man in very extraordinary times. The son of 
a coachmaker in Dublin, he was educated in 
Trinity College, where he distinguished him- 
self, and was called to the Irish bar in" Trinity 
term, 17S9. With little relish originally lor 
the taw, he soon, to nse his own expressioni 
ceased to " wear a foolish wig and g9wn," and 
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Implied himscU devotedly to poIlticE. At first 
he seems to have somewhat coqueted witii the 
Wtiig party;, but .«s he would not rtoop low 



have coDscieutioudy coalesced with Tone, see- 
ing tfaat his objects were the separation of the 
countries, and the establishment of what he 
cidled Ireland's independence, in the shai^e of 
a republic. His published journals leave no 
doubt as to his intentions. A^ent and secreta- 
ry to the Catholic body, and founder of the So- \y 
«iety of United Irishmen — that he became even 
tDpre than was suspected, is clear from a little 
aiieedote which he himself relates. A group 
of idlers gossipiug one day in the Four Courts, 
Pluokct, who made one of them, thought it as 
well to be on the look-out — a habit which 
, Tone, remember, all I 
' — the future chancellor 
' imself with the estate of 

: Tone laughingly re- 
ft, the duke's my friend ; 
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biit £ promise you Curraghmore." Curragh. 
more belqngfd to the Marquis of Waterford, 
and a Beresford stood at his elbow at the bio- 
ment Curran was one of Tone's intimates, 
and, according to his son, at that time partici- 
pated in hia political opinions. - " I know," • 
says he, " that in the years 1794 and 1796, 
and particnlarly at Drogheda Assizes in the 
former year, and ou the occasion of the trial of 
Bird and Hammil, where they were both em- 
ployed as counsel, ho opened his mind to my 
fatlier; and that on the main point — on the 
necessity uf breaking the connection with Eng- 
land — (buy ;i^rei;d." Mr. Tone hasiipt furnish- 
ed us with the grounds for his knowledge. 
However, whatever Curran's theory might 
have been upon the subject, there can .be no 
doubt he was too wise — ought 1 not rather to 
say, too saue a man ? — to have, even for a mo- 
ment, contemplated it as a reality. True, he 
loved Irelajid in his heart's core, but Tie knew 
well a very problematical indeperidence must 
have been waded to through her blood. Young 
Tone admits, indeed, that " he avoided com- 
mitting himself in the councils of the United 
Irishmen ;" and I can avouch that in his latter 
days no o^n ^ipre indjgoaxitly denouuced tbd 



(^itatioa of vhJch h« was an unvQling wifjaeaa. 
" It goes to my heart, PhillipSj" ha h»3 often 
said, '^to see those mean^ miaettible hurdy- 
gurdy men grinding tbeir discord tbroi^ the 
country. It w^a on Jackaon'» trial, to which 
Kferenoe has been'made, that a pi^wr was d^Sr 
coveteii coin[Jgt^yoomiv(nm8ing Tone^The ai* 
dent friendship, however, of man who abnojiTcd 
hispolitics, saved hi$ life ; indeed,- the^entlenesa 
of his-mannerftaud die'kindaesa of his. nature 
Rndeced- pereonid ttimity almost impossible. 
Lord Claie-and George PooBonby seem alone 
to have entertained it. . . Tliroiigh the inteifef^ 
ence of th4.HoQ<Hable Marcus Beresford 1 Mr. 
George Knox, and- Wolfe, the attorney geuer 
lali! he waa permitted to expatriate himself. 
Aecordingly, in the month of May, 1795, Tone, 
with hi« wile, his sister, three children, and 
seven hundred pmmds — his whole worldly 
treasure — sailed for America, where he landed 
' jn the Almost following. It is scarcely possi- 
ble to ooDceive aqy diing more desolate than 
his .then condition. Anexile from his couutiy, 
an outcast from his profession, in a strange 
land, 'tt'ith heavy claims on him, and but scanty 
resources, it rei^uired fortitude, such as he hap- 
pily,. ppoeesMd, to sustain him. But bis was. a 
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hwoMB mafa to doifr mii&rtam. Thcfint 
detigu VM to have MUied down as m ftumer in 
FrinoetoQ, N«v Jeney, when letten &em Ik* 
bad eh«tg«d all bis purpeaes, and tunied his 
fitton iifej^alinoat uto a &iTf tale. Od tha 
are of hie expatriation, be acoompaaied a 
fiiend, Bamed RHasd), to bid fanwvU to TbaB»- 
aa Addia BnoMtt, destined ae aeoa to fbUov 
htm. " He ?eeeired ob," laya Tone, " in a lit- 
tie dliptie^ study," which -he waa baiidiog at 
tile bottom of his lawn, and «4iieh be meant 
to consecrate to oar meetinga, if oFcr we lired 
to aee Ireland Moaacipated.'-' It wasinanBaS 
** triangular field, exactly likaAe tae inSwitz- 
erland where Tell- and his asaociates plaiuMd tk» 
downitdl of the Tymtsy of Austria, '* that 
Tone dcTcloped hjs plan to his eoupaniona. 
Sle totd them that he did not coander hit c«it- 
prondao with goTernment extended fanlwr 
than to the hanks mfthe DtUwvrt; and that 
his itfeoce " g reat, no doubt — was abundantly 
expiated by him exile. This was mere casuis- 
try, aa jtai^iears to me, unworthy of hia chaiw 
acter and UBderstandiBg. No goremmeDt, 
most a»ured1y, would have spared his liie, es> 
cept on the implied, if not ezpreseed <!ondition 
that it w« not IQ be eaa^yed ibr Ae fultu* 

• * ■ .1 
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Id tottpasHBg their destrattion: :Tll« pra^Mt, 
however, which he seriously enterttined, ■Mm* 
ed to cany m the face of it its utter impncti- 
criiiMty. It vas, ai^Maendjr.u wild, aa shtper 
less, aodaSTitianaryairftnitMnueTwpeMeM- 
ed the braiq of a monomanipc Tbis^ lonely 
and unfiiended exile wu to seek an introdn^ 
tioQ to the French minister in Philadelphia, to 
obtain from bim an iotroduction to the French 
XXrectory in Paris, and from tbe Directory to 
obtain the invasion of Irekmdi All the ro> 
Bouioes of a tnigbty republic— her fleets, her 
lumies, and her tieasurei — were at once to be- 
come plastie ui the heads of one who had not 
an acqaaintance in the conntry- ot a guinea in 
the woHd, and whose first political experimeut 
was a fiuhne, followed by 9 bsnishliient. Te- 
rily, .the pen of Cwvantes becotbes mtional in 
the comparison. Yet, strange to aay, Rqssell 
and Emraett (the lattn one oi the ablest men 
in Ireland) ap^uded the undertaking^and in 
the "triangular ^d" the vow of the'tbne 
friends was hedged nerer to desert tbe caose 
of their country. Tbey kfept that vow. The 
emiasariea of sedition were not inactive : tbe 
whole north of Ireland became one mass of 
acgiaued discontent ; and Tom iv-nu^dal- 
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t^ia T«cei7ed from his frieikh mppllcatums'to 
jvoeeed. The whole luSWr seerbs like a ro- 
mance, yet theTomaaca was to become a real- 
ity. Impelled by the rertless energies gnd in- 
domitabte persever&nce of an expatriated refii- 
g^, France senCfor^ a mighty armameDt-^ 
the flower of her navy, and' her veterans, with 
their hero at its head— "alone he did it," Hi* 
firat step was to wait upon Citizen Adet, the 
resident French minister, t^idering him, ' by 
way of credentials, certain complimentary cer^ 
tificittes on vellum, which had been presented 
lo him by the Roman Catholic committee. 
Adet, as might be expected, declined all com- 
munication; Tone, however, was not easily 
lo be baffled ; £md on the Jst of February, 
1790, he landed at Havre with Citizen Adet's 
recomm^idation to the Directory safe in bis 
portmanteau. ■ On hifrarrival in Paris he pro^ 
Ceeded to Monroe, the United States embassa- 
dor, and procured irom him an introduction to 
Clarke, afterward Due de Feltre: iJothirig can 
be more interesting than the details ^in Tone's 
journal, from his first int^view with Cmiiot, 
the "orgafiizer of victory," in hie " petit cca- 
tume of white satin, with a crimson *obe richly 
mtbroidered,'' ddwA'to his dapwrtuia on lbs 



expedition., which cost him his lifp. W«ll, in- 
d,eed, did he redeem his pledge to Russell and 
to Emmett ; and well and truly might he ex- 
ultingly describe himself as " hunted from his 
o-vrn country as a traitor, living obscurely ia 
America as an exBe, and received in France by 
the executive Directory almost as an embassa- 
dor." Despite of every species of discourage- 
noent, from poverty, jealousy, suspicion, and 
distrust, did this forlorn but heroic man persist, 
till he trode the deck of the Indemptable, of 80 
guns, high in the command of an army num- 
bering 15,000 choice troops, carried by a fleet 
of 17 sail of the line, 13 frigates, and 13 trans- 
ports. Credulity is startled at this Herculean 
result of the eiforts of one man, and he an exile, 
a stranger, and a pauper. Snch, indeed, were 
his necessities, that, but a day or two before 
his appointment of chef de brigade, we find 
him without a shilling, obliged to Carnot 
for the means of subsistence. The command 
of this fine expedition had been confided to 
Hoche, at that time the hope and hero of the 
French nation. Tone thus relates their mtjet- 
ing: " I was fitting by appointment in Fleu- 
ry'scabinet, when the door opened, and a.very 
hxiidsome, well-made young fellow, in a browa 



coat and nankeen p»ntaloona. enteM and said, 
' Tons Tons etes le Citoyen Smith V I thought 
he was a chef de bureiiU, and replied, 'Oui, ci- 
toyen, je m'appeUe Sraith.' He said, *Vobs 
T0U8 appellei aussi, je crois, Wolfe Tone F 
I replied, 'Oui, citoyen, c'est mon Teritable 
nom.' ' Eh bien,' replied he ; 'jesuts le Gen- 
eral Hocke.' This officer, much distinguished 
for the pacification "of La Vendee, had in him 
all the elements of success. Ms (o Bona- 
parte,' said be to Tone, 'set yoiir mind at rest. 
Ho has been ray scholar, but he shall never be 
my master.'" The fate of this magnificent 
expedition is well known. Violent storms 
arose, which separated tjie fleet, only sixteen 
sail of which arrived in Bantry Bay, where 
they lay for six days within five hundred yards 
pf the shore, wiihput even attempting to land 
the army. It seems the frigate which carried 
Hoche was missing ; and Grouchy, the second 
i;i command, refused to incur any responsibili- 
ty. How strange it is tliat this should "be tbe 
self-same officer to whose indecision Napoleon 
attributed his defeat at Waterloo ! Referring 
to Dantry Bay, he afterr/ard told Tone that he 
had shed tears fifty times at the recollection of 
the opportunity he had lost, and regretted much 
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tkat h« had not taken Bouvet by the coHax, an>'- 
throwp hiCQ orerboard the moment he raiaed t-. 
difficult; aboQt landing. On Ae 1st of Jann- 
uy, 1797, eeren sail made the island of UshaiU, 
being alt that remained of forty-three sail which 
had departed fr(»n Brest. Thus teimuuUed 
this formidable operation — a result manifestly 
attrrbumble te that Providence to whose mer- 
cies England owes so much. Hpche, to the 
absence of whose frigate the failure of the ex- 
pedition seems aitribiitable, was thus charac- 
terized by Napoleon at St. Helena: " He was 
one of the first generals that ever France pro- 
duced. He was brave, intelligent, abounding 
in talent, decisive, and persevering ; be was 
intragant also. If Hoche had landed in Ire- 
land, he Would have eiicceeded. He possessed 
all the qualities necessary to insure success. 
He was accustomed^to civil war, and knew 
how .to . conduct himself uudec such circum- 
stances- He had pacified La Yendce, and was 
well adapted for Ireland. If Hoche had land- 
ed, Ireland was lost to you." 

The next expedition, in all the final Brrang»- 
ments of which Tone was active, was that of 
the Texel, got up by the Dutch to aid that of 
Brest. It was to have been Gommaoded by 
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Daendols, a brave officer, who, on Hoche's 
recommendation, appointed Tone to the same 
rank in the Dutch which he held in the French 
service, that of adjutant general. The naval 
force consisted of fifteen sail of the line, ten 
frigates, and many sloops and transports. The 
land force amouiited to thirtesn thousand- five 
hundred men, with three months' pay, and 
spare arms and ammnnition. This expedition 
never sailed, owing, says Tone, quietly, to the 
"absence of fair winds." May it not have 
been to the presence of Admiral Ehmcan, who 
lay inopportunely off the mouth of the Texel ? 
About this time, Hoche, scarcely yet in his 
prime, died of consumption. Such was the 
fate of these two memorable' expeditions. It 
was on the 23d of May, 1798, that a portion of 
the Irish people, irritated, hut n»t disheartened, 
burst into premature rebeik'on." TheEgyptian 
expedition, under Napoleon, had sailed biit a 
few days before, thus forestalling the flower of 
the French troops and navy. The indefatiga- 
ble Tone instantly rushed to Paris to organize 
with min isters another expedition ; nor was he 
unsuccessful. The proposed plan was to "feed 
the Irish insurrection with miner detachments 
from diferent porta, imtit the main body, 
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nnouDting to nine thoiisand men, luider Gene- 
ral Kilmaine, himself an Irishman, could be 
■ dispatched. Had that gigantic armament,' un-^^ 
der Napoleon, sailed for Ireland instead of the 
East, and effected a landing there under cir- 
cumstances BO critical, who can calculate upon 
the possible consequences? Tone, who had 
three consdltatioiiB with him on Irish aSairE, 
thus describes the impression made on him at 
the first interview. "He li^es in the Rue 
Chantereine, in the greatest simplicity: his 
house 13 small, but neat, and all the furniture 
and ornaments in the most classical taste. He 
is about five feet six inches high, slender and 
well made, but stoops considerably : he looks 
at least ten years older than he is, owing to the 
great fatigues he underwent in his immortal 
campaign of Italy, His face is that of a pro- 
found thiiiker, but bears no marks of that great 
enthnsiasm and unceasing activity by which 
he has been so much distingtiished. It is ra- 
ther, to my mind, the coynteiiaiice of a mathe- 
matician than of a general. ■ He Ims n fi'ie eye, 
and great firmness about the mouth : he speaks 
low and hollow." It is a curious thii^, and 
characteristic of the sagacity of Tone, that he 
expresses strong suspicion as to Bonaparte's 



Bincvrtty en Irish subjects. Ifideed, lie goes 
tardier still, and hints that his projects had to 
■ encounter his active though secret discounte- 
nance ! Tone was right, but it was not till 
iwenty years afterward, oq the rock of St. He- 
lena, tliat the reason was dlsrelosed. " If," said 
Napoleon to O'Meara, " the Irish had sent over 
honest men 1» me, i would have" certainly 
made an attempt vpon Ireland; but I had no 
confidence cither in the iiitegfit) or the tal- 
ents of the Irish leaders that were in France. 
They could offer no plan, were divided ju 
opinion, and were constantly quarrelling loitk 
one another," Upon Tone, however, as we 
Ahall soon sec, he passed a very different jiidg- 
nient. The third projected expedition, under 
Ivitmaine, was frustrated by the impatieuce.of 
Ou'nenU Hnmlierl. This officer, despite of all 
arrangements, with a few frigates, a thousand 
men, a thousand sjare muskets, and a thousand 
guineas, sailed prematurely from liochelle. 
lie elFccled a landing at Killala, where, indis- 
creetly lingering for a fortnight, he gained a 
signal victory at Casllebar, and was obliged 
finally to surrender to an overwhelming force 
under Lord Cornwallis. This was on the 8lh 
of September, 17U8. The news had not 



AP?EVDIX- 301 

cached France, when, on the 20th of the same 
month, Geaeral Hardy sailed from (he Baye de 
Camaret with three thousand soldiers. Com- 
modore Bompart' had under his commaud the 
Hoche, 74, eight frigates, and a schooner. 
The fleet was dispersed by a storm, and on the 
lOlh of October, the Hoche, two frigates, and 
the schooner were signaled by Sir John Bor- 
lase Warren ia the bay of Longh Swilly. 
Bompart instantly ordered the frigates and the 
schooner to attempt their escape through shal- 
low water, and heroically prepared his ship for 
'action. A boat irom the schooner offered Tone 
the almost certainty of an escape, of which he 
was v'ainly implored by his brother officers to 
avail himself. "No," said he, in answer to 
their entreaties, "never shall it be. said that I - 
fled white the French, were fighting the battles 
of my country. Certain death, either on the 
deck or the sc-itfold, he well knew awaited 
him ! So it was a soldier's death, he cared 
not. for six hours djd the gallant Bompart, ta 
the Hoohe, maintain a hopeless contest with , 
four sail of the liue and afdgatc. "At length," 
says Tone, " her ma^ts and rigging were swept 
away, her scuppers flowed with blood, her 
wounded filled the cockpit, her shattered ribs 
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yawned at erery new stroke, and let in fire 
feet water in the hold, her rudder waa carried 
away," and thus barely floating on the waters, 
a dismantled wreck, she struck. Honor to 
Bompart — honor to the brare— ^nemy though 
he be. The fatn of Tone was seated. At ■ 
breakfast given to the French officers by Lord 
Cavan, he was recognized. The manner of 
the recognition was thus — I wish it were oth- 
erwise. White seated at the table with hiri 
•brother officers, an old friend and fellow-stn* 
■ dent, entering with policemen, said, "Mr. 
Tone, i am very happy to see you .'" He was, 
of course, instantly arrcBted, He submitted 
without a murmur until they proceeded to place 
him in irons, when, flinging ofl" his uniform, 
he indignantly exchuraed, " No ! fetters shall - 
never degrade the revered insignia of the free 
nation I have served. For the cause which I 
have embraced, however, I feel prouder to 
wtmr them than if I were decorated with the 
star and garter of England:" On the" lOth of 
• November, 1792, he was tried in Dublin by 
eotirt-martial ! Tone admitted all the facts, 
and merely read an address, vindicating his 
motives. "Bnder the flag of the French Re- 
public I originally engaged with a Tiew to save 
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and liberate my own country. For that pur- 
pose I. have encountered the chances of war 
among strangers. Fbr that purpose 1 have re- 
peatedly braved the terrors of the ocean, cover- 
ed, as I knew it to be, with the triumphant 
fleets of that power irfhich it was my glory and 
my duty to oppose. I have sacrificed my 
vi6ws in life ; I haye courted poverty; I have 
left a beloved wife unprotected, and children 
whom I adorfld, fatherless. After such sacri- 
fices in a cause which I have always conscien- 
tiously considered as the cause of justice and 
freedom, it is no great effort at this day to add 
the sacrifice of my life." After the condemna- 
tion, which he made no effort to avert, he ad- 
vanced one, and only one, request — that he 
might die^ soldier's death, and "bo shot by a 
platoon of grenadiers." "I request this indul- 
gence," said he, "rather in consideration of the 
uniform which I wear — the uniform of a chef 
de brigade in the Freoch army — than from any 
personal regard to myself" He produced his 
commission as chef de brigade, and of a letter 
of service as adjutant general, proving that his 
rank" was bona fide, and not merely assumed to 
serve a purpos*. In point of fact, he had serv- 
ed in the army of England, in the Batavian ar- 
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mj, aad ia that of the Samlwe et Heuse, ander 
Bonaparte, Deiaiz, and Kilmaine. This re- 
quest was refused by Ijord Uornwallis, who 
awatded bun a traitor's death within eight-and> 
forty houra. Of the few friends who had es- 
caped the scaffold, the triangle, and the dun- 
geon, could there be found none fearless enough 
to recognize the falleu ? coustitutioial enough 
to assert the outrageddignity of thelaw ? noble 
enough to foiget self-iivtcrest in the struggle ? 
Yes, there was one, and only one : Cturiui was 
stiti alive. Tone was to die on the 12th of 
Noveqiber. It wa? now the 11th! During 
the whole of that day did Curran toil through 
Dublin, seeking among the wealthy Roman 
Catholics the means of retaining a bar to de- 
monstrate the flagrant illegality of the trial ! 
He spoke but to the winds. He could not ob- 
tain a shilling ! ! He then determined to pro- 
ceed alone, when Peter Burrowes volunteered 
his assistance. Ou the morning of the day fix- 
ed for the esecution, the moment the Court of 
King's Bench opened, the dauntless advocate 
advanced, leading Tone's aged father by the 
hand, who produced ao affidavit that his son 
had been brought before a bench of ofSceia 
who hud seuteuced bun ti death. The scene 



at thtt moment pastn all deMripHon<— lb* 
breathless crov^, the heart-broken old mui, 
the pure and Tenerable judge, and', above all, 
the voluntary and unrivaled advocUe, the real 
friend — misfortune's friend — who, wliile all 
others held aloof, alone stood fortvard to hold 
the segis of the law between injustice and its 
victim : to be' appreciated, it must have been 

"I do not pretend," began Cwran, "that 
Mr. Tone is not guilty of the chaise of which 
he is accused. I presume (he officers were 
honorable then. 6ut it is stated in this affida- 
vit, as a solemn fact, that Mr.- Tone had no 
commission under his majesty, and therefore 
no court-martial could have cognizance of any 
crime imputed to him while the Court of 
King's Bench sat in the capacity of the great 
criminal ^aurt of the lan9. In times vrheti war 
was raging, when man was opposed to man m 
the field, courts-martail might be endured ; bnt 
every law authority is with me, while I stand 
upon the sacred and immutable principle of the 
Constitution, that martail lav and civil law are 
incompatible, and that the former ranst ■:*-Ke 
with the existence of the- latter. Tbi* u aut, 
however, the time fer arguiug thii taoic utous 
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qiwstioD. Hy client must aji^^Kv in this coart 
He is cast toi death this yeiy day. He may 
be ordeied foi execation while I .address you. 
I caILt>n this eourt to support the taw, and 
move for a writ of Hmheas Corpus, to t>e-direc- 
ted to the proTo^ marshal of the barracks and 
Major Sandys, to bring up the body of Tone." 

Chief Justice. " Hare a writ instantly pre- 
pared." 

Curran. "My client may die while tbe 
writ is preparing." 

Chief Justice. "Mr. Sheriff, proceed totho 
barracks, and acquaint the prorost marahal that 
a writ is ]»eparing to suspend Mr. Tone's 
execution, and see that he be not executed." 

In a short time, the sheriff, having returned, 
thus addressed the court : 

" My bid, I have been to the barracks in 
pursuance of your order. The provost marshal 
says tie must obey M'U^i^ Sandys. Major San- 
dys says be must obey Lord Coruwallis." 

At this time Mr. Curran announced the re- 
turn of Tone's Father with a message that 
General Craig refused to obey the writ of Ha- 
beae Corpus. 

Chief Justice. "Mr. Sheriff, take the body 
of Tone ipto custody. Take the provost mar- 
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riial and -Major Sandys into'eastody,,aiicL8hov 
the order of the court to General Craig." - 
. it -was now . onirersally believed that the 
militaiy authorities, who had thtu preuimed to 
tride with the powers of the Eing'a Beneh, 
■would have Tone executed on - thp instant- 
Lewd Kilwardeu, a great constitutional judg«> 
was very much affected. . "His agitation," 
saidCuiran, " wasjnagnificent." It soon trans- 
pired, however, that, Tone indignant at the 
menaced degradation ol his death, had, with ft 
small penknife which he had managed to con- 
ceal, infiicted such a wound on his throat that 
he had little to fear fnan this world's jurisdio- 
tion. THe ehief justice, howoTer, as a matter 
of precaution, ordered a writ to issue, su^p^- 
ing the execution. It js said, oa the surgeon 
ex[«essiag an opinion that, as the carotid arte- 
t ry had escaped^ the wound was not necessarily 
fatal, Tone faintly muttered, "I api sorry. 
then, to find that I. have been sq bad an anator 
rnirt."' He "survived, however, in sUent ago- 
ny, for seven, days, when die same sui^eout 
seeing he was sinking, whispered to an atten- 
dant, " Ton must. keep him as quiet as possible. 
If he speaks he dies." "I thank you, sir," 
said; Tone, who had. oveiheard him; "you 
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eoold Dot gire hm more w^ome lievs. What 
ihould I wish to lire for — " andexpind. 

Thus perished on his " bloody .pallet," in a 
loatheome dangeon, and by his own bud, th* 
youthful apostle of Irish independence." 

" Tone was earnest, disinterested, single- 
minded. His patriotism did not evsporale in 
words. He was essentially the man of action — 
m enthusiast, but a practical one. No person- 
al motive seems fairiy attributable to hint. If 
he was a Bup{diaDt, it was always for his coun- 
try — never for himself. If he urged others to 
enterprise, he never shrank from a pHiticipa- 
tion in the danger. Opposing power, he never 
cringed to popularity, nor substituted am(d>for 
the moovcb he rejected. For one sole object, 
which he mtotakenly believed to be his coon- 
try's good — in exile, in poverty, in privationi 
of every kind — to the last he persevered, sftcri- 
ficing all that makes life dear, and daring and 
enduring all that makes death terrible." 

" It may not be out of |4ace here to «tat« 
that the regard in which Tone was held by the 
Directory was extended to his fiunily after 
bis death. Ua sons were educated at tha pub- 
lic expense, and owed much to the active be- 
nevolence of Talleyrand LiuicB Bouaparto, 
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thus winds up the beautiful speech which he 
addressed to them on the subjrot : < Represen- 
tatives of the pepple ! the vidov, the children 
of Tone aie before you. The law of the 14th 
FractidM- only allows them a pension of 300 
iiiaacs. But^ in that rery kw^ the case of emi- 
aent serrieea, leodered in the caiise of liberty, 
u fiHeaeeo. The families of heroes are then 
to fa* teiiered by a apetiai decree of this House. 
I claaa thia.^iacial decree.' The naotion waa 
iblknred by ib» iq)poiiitinent of a committee, 
o( which Joseph Booapatte was a member. 
ify namiuetioD was a guarantee to the family 
that tfaeir inteMsts Veiesafe; a man of kind- 
lier aature never perftape existed. 

"This little sketch would scarcdy be com- 
plete without the gn^ic account which 
Tone's adHtimble widow gives of her first in- 
terview with Napoleon.. He was on his return 
frpm the bunt in the forest of St. Germain's, 
kbA was chasgatg h<n»os, whev she presenteil 
a book and memorial to him : " He h&nded the 
book to his ecuyer, and (^oed the paper. 
When be began to read, be said, ' Tone I re- 
nuniber well.' He rea4 it fdl through, and 
tvo or tfaiee time* atapptd, looked at me, and 
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be-wecl, inreadmgit. Wh«ihehadfintBhed,he 
said to me, ' Now Bpeakto me of yourself.' I 
hesitaUd, for I was not prepared for that qnes- 
tion, and toolcsmall interest in th« subject. He 
proeeeded: 'Hare you a pension?' I said I 
had. ' Is it sufficient ? Do yon want any ex- 
traordinary succor?' By thie time I h«t re- 
covered myself, and said that bis m^sty'a 
goodness left me no personal want; that all 
my cares, all my interfest in life were centered 
in my child, whom 1 now gare np to his majes- 
ty's service. He answered, ' Be tranquil, then, 
on his account ; be perfectly ' tranquil, ' ^en, 
concerning hiifi.' I perceived a little- half- 
bmile when I said ^ ray child' {mon enfaru.) 1 
should have said 'my son ;' I knew it but for- 
got. He had stopped so long that a crowd had 
gathered, and were crushing on, crying, ' Vive 
PEmpereur P He ordered two Napoleons a 
piece to be given to some old women, and wo- 
men with children, and drove on. On going, 
he nodded to me two or three times with affec- 
tionate famili&rity, saying, "Totre enfant sers 
bien naturalise,' laying a playful emj&asis on 
the word ' enjanff" Napoleon kept his word. 
He doubled the pension of Mrai Tone, mising 
it to &400 irsuGs during her life ; appointed hst 
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son to be a scholar of the government, and Or- 
dered her expenses, on placing him at the mil- 
itary schocrf, to be repaid."" In the twenty-ee- 
cond year of his age, Tone's son was appoint- 
ed a cornet in the 8th Cliasseiirs. He served 
■with distinction from Jaiiuary, 1813, to July, 
1815, when he resigned the service. At the 
memorable battle of Leipsic he received si£ 
lance wounds, And was promoted to a lieuten- 
ancy on the siaS^ appointed an aid-de-camp, 
and made a tnember of the legion of honor. 
He died very young, an officer in the array of 
the United States. 

"The application for a writ of Habeas Cor- 
pus made by Tone's counsel may, at first view, 
appear to have been snperfluous. But it was 
not so. The, fatal act of the prisoniet had not 
transpired when the motion was made, and 
there was a certainty that the execution would 
have taken place bn the 12th of November. 
To obviate this, the motion — of the ultimate 
success of wliich there could be little doubt— 
wa§ necessary. The result of a trial by jury 
must inevitably have been the same as that 
by court-martial. So far from denying his 
guilt, Tone dented it to be guilt, and glo- 
ried in it What, indeed coold' have been 
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dans (or a luan who roluQteered such « 
boast u this: "I wish to spare the court M 
useless trouble. The charge agitipst me, I 
presume, is, that I hav« been found in mms 
^against the soldiers of the king in my native 
country. I admit the accusation in its most 
extended sense. From my earliest' youth I 
have regaxded the connection between England 
and Ireland a» the curse of the Irish iiatiop, and 
felt conTinced that, while it lasted, this coun- 
try could never be free- or happy. As to that 
eonnection, therefore, I repeat it— ^1 that has 
been imputed to rae — words, writings, and acr 
tiotu — I hen deUberately avow. I have fyw 
ken and acted with reflection, and, on princi- 
ple, and MB ready to meet the coosequeaces. 
Whatever be the sentence of the court, I ara 
{separea for it. Its members will surely dis- 
charge their duty— I shall take care not to be 
^wanting in mine." Acquittal, therefore, before 
any tribunal, was quite out of the question. 
Mr. Cnrran'a object was -s<^ely to gain time. 
Delay tnust iiecessahly have attended a trial at 
law, and oj^rtunity would thus have been 
afforded for foreign interference. Indeed, it 
has since transpired that the chiefs, both of ^e 
French and Batavian RefublicSf bad solemnly 
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sssared Mrs. Tone that they would itistaiitly 
claim her husband ; that the English officers 
whom they had prisoners should be held as 
hostages for his safety ; and if* they had none 
of the same rank, the difference should be made 
up in numbers. In similar circumstances Na- 
poleon claimed Napper Tandy; the demand 
was acquiesced in, and Tandy was exchanged." 



THE IRISH FOBEMAK OF 'Bl 

We copy the following sketches, to show tlie 
state of feeling in Ireland, during the State 
Trials of '98. 

" GuiLTT ! my Lord." 

The foreman of the jury trembled as he pra* 
nounced the verdict ; the grave lawyers sud- 
denly shifted on their seats and looked silently 
down ; a quick shivering ran through the vast 
mas? of people, and then was unheard in their 
piercing yells of rage ; all in .that court-room 
were agitated but the judge and the criming. 

10 
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The judge took another piticb of snuff, anA 
settled ID bis seat with a heavy frown upon the 
pt'isoaer. tie glanced almost exultingly at the 
maddened mass around htm, and theu turned 
and defied the judge wii!] his eye. 

The Foreman trembled in the tumult, for he 
liad hesid of Irish revenge, trampling upon Bri- 
tish gold and piercing through British steel. 
As he looked around he saw a spirit burning in 
a thousand eyes, which had not appeared to 
him in warning at the hour when a heavy 
purse was dropped into his bands. And he 
trembled again, for he £aw that more of those 
wrathful eyes were fastened upon him than 
Dpon the prisoner at the bar. 

He heard the angry cfy for silence, the sen- 
tence of death and the noisy breaking up of 
the court, all as a faint and distant sound. He 
mechanically rose to depart, but the sheriff in 
eur)nise touched his shoulder. 

" Will you not have a'guard to your house ?" 

"Yes!". cried the Foreman, awaking, "I 
must have a guard!" 

He hurried away, because he did not wish 
to meet the sheriff's eye. 

Late in the second night - Tter the trial, a 
•quadton of dragoons clattered up to the botd 
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in King street, and then stopped. A man in- 
stantly left the building and mounted a &pare 
horse in the rery middle of the troop. Not a 
'word was spoken ^ all knew their business, and 
Bnrept rapidly forward at a single vord fn«a 
their t^cer. . And no one cared to '^ak. 

Two hours' quick riding . brought theto into 
thscentraofaforest, whose huge black trees shut 
out the feeble Ught of a few dim stars, which 
bad- hitherto shown them their courae. Thii 
melancholy darkness fell heavily upon the su* 
perstitious feelings of the dragoons, and togeth* 
er with a mysterious distant roaring throu^ 
the stitl air, depressed eren the lighter spirit of 
the officer. Almost unconsciously, and certain- 
ly without meaning it, he dropped behind and 
whispered to the Foreman. 

" How awfU this sudijea wind sounds among 
the trees .'"^ 

" That is no wmd or breeze that you hwir," 
said the Foreman briody. " It is the dflshing 
of waves under the cliff of Oreel au Duigfa. 
What's that!" 

A narrow stream of fire", shooting upward in 
swift sparkles, ran into the road directly beneath 
their horses' hoofs. A scattered nia^s of fire- 
woricstestuitly exploded. Rrtr^r' . ... 



^,C(K>tjl>J 



■1« APPEITDIX 

from tbeir midti, blaziog wheels cast forth a 
whirliog ^over of ^)arks, vhile fiery serpents 
bisaed aud leaped along th& ground. Stricken 
with a Budden terror, tlie horses became ua- 
maoageable and broke from their ranks. A 
score of dark, half-naked men was seen glanc- 
ing abont in the scattered troop. When order 
was restored, the Foreman's horse alone ~vras 
found riderless. The officer isstantly gave the 
order to pursue. He might have spared him- 
self the trouble. 

The Foreman heard the lotid command, but 
made no struggle far rol«BSe from his captors. 
A strong'grasp was upon each arm, and kept 
its remorseless hold, though the prisoner 
screamed with torture as be dragged through 
briers and thorns in that headlong race. And 
even when the sound of pursuit died away be- 
hind them, th«y did not slacken their steps, for 
their revenge was tireless, and every mom^it 
iucreAsed the sound of the waves dashing un^- 
dei the cliff of Greet au Duigh. No pause un- 
til an abyss yawned beneath their feet, and the 
FoEeoum looked down upon the black waters 
of the sea. ' 

They tossed him dowji upon thd rough'roc^ 
and hn.dM not attempt to rise. The band 
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fltood at a little distance from him. Then one 
i^epped out from their number, aad in a calm, 
determined voice, told the Foreman /why he 
must die. 

" You hare taken the English gold and your 
hand shall rot iu the sea. You have spoken 
the perjured word, and you shall- be strangled 
tUl your black tongue sticks out of your mouth. 
To-morrow, a true Irishman gees to his-doc^n, 
and you shall creep before him like a hound-as 
you are. His bpdy cannot lie in holy grOnnd, 
and your carcase shall be picked by the birds 
of the air, until it d«3pe and is efden by the 
crawlingcrab. Look down the cliff o( Creel an 
Duigh, The waters below are not aa blask 
and measureless as the iniquity of your heart. 
You cannot wish to prepare for death. Yon 
must die now." 

The Foreman was not a cOward. He had. 
trembled in the court when he was crushed 
down by the revengeful looks of a thousand 
men, but now thai deatli stood visibly before 
him, lie only rose and said with finnness,— r 

"Let me die quick and easily." 
* " No I" shouted the other savagely, " no, you 
shall not 1 You shaU die fmrd, and the harder 
because you will know first what is the death 



■,C(K>tjl>J 



It* APnRDfS. 

we have devised for you. We shall not hang 
you or letyou drop into the sea-. Either would 
be too raercifui, and wc shall do both. Do you 
see that long spar ? There are two (iords at 
this end. One of them shall be knotted around 
yoiir neck : tlie second is fastened to the other 
end, and haii;is loosely along the whole length 
of the stick. ' Yrtur tiands shall be tied behind 
your back, yon shall be haltered and thrust 
out with the spar. If you would lengthen 
your life, cling to-the loose rope with your legs 
as long as the devil gives you strength. Do 
so, and prolong your death. Now tie him, 
noose him, cross his feet upon the rope, thrust 
the spar out and may God not have mercy on 
his soul." • t 

They did so and sat down on the crag. A 
light wind arose and swung the Foreman to 
and fra in the darkness : thel cords creaked 
with their horrid weight; and the mad waves 
beneath bounded up as if yearning for the 
banging wretch. They sate stilt and watched 
him. 

For an hour no one dared to speak. Then 
one whispered to his fellow : 

" Did you see bb Uinba shake thea as if bo 
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had the fever ! H"ow still he is, — I thought he 
Would beg. But he dies game!" 

"Silence!" cried their chief. "He dieslUie 
a traitor .'" 

As he spoke, the feet newously unclasped 
and the Foreman swung down. 

" Come, boys," said the chief, after another 
interval of silence, '" now let ns go." 



THE IRISHMAN'S REVESGB. 

During the autumn of the year 1798, half ths 
county of Wexford was in a state of insurrec- 
tion. This partial revolt, however, led to no 
important results ; the insurgents were defeat- 
ed and compelled once more to submit to the 
iron rod of the English government. To re- 
itrain the populace, to ferret out and inflict 
•iimmary justice on the guilty, numerous de- 
tachments of soldiers were sent, who overran 
the whole country. One of thew detachMUM 
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had established itself for screral days on the 
little island of the Virgin, when one morning 
the commanding otQcer received a visit from 
one of his sergeants. 

"Well, Dennis," he enquired, "what's the 
news r" 

" They, have bronght in Patrick O'Darcy," 
replied the sergeant; ';I have ordered out a 
[datoon, aiid I now come to receive yotit boa- 
or's orders to sheet the prisoner." 

" Have we a right to do so r" demanded the 
officer. 

"With your honour's permission, I believe 
it is always lawful to' rid ourselves of a rebel 
and a papist. Besides, he spent all last night 
away from his house, which is a sufRcieiit 
crime of itself." 

" Is it known where he went, and whaj he 
has been doing during the night ?"', 

" I have heard it said that he went tosee his 
brother the sailor, who lately arrived at Wex- 
ford ;■ but that story is not clearly proven, and 
this O'Darcy docs not bear too good a reputa- 
tion. Shall I despatch him '(" 

" By my faith, Dennis," replbd the officer, 
"siuca hs is now in our handi we can't go 
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wrong, I think, in sending the fellow out of the 
world." 

The sergeant instantly withdrew. 

Left alone, the officer, reflecting on what had 
passed, quickly repented of having so lightly 
condemned to death a man who was probably 
innocent. Springing up, ho hastened to slop 
the execution, but had not taken twenty steps 
before he heard a discharge of musjtetry. The 
next moment he found himself in the presence 
of the inanimate corpse of his victim. He was 
a young man of great size and of a haiidsome 
and interesting appearance; his clothes were 
such as are worn by the poor classes in Ire- 
land. After viewing him for an instant the 
officer retired racked with remorse. 

Among the spectators of this frightful scene 
was the brother of Patrick O'Darcy. The ex- 
ecution over, he hastened to the dwelling of 
the deceased's widow, uttering words of ven- 
geance^gahist the mnrderers. He had scarce- 
ly entered, when some one knocked. 

" It is the priest," cried one of th» children 
who ran to open the door. 

Walking into the cottage, the man of God 
found the brother of Patrick O'Darcy engaged 
In cleuiinii an old pistol : tb« two eldest sonf 
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of the murdered man vere melting lead to run 
into balls. As for the poor widow she sat on a 
high stool near the fire, regarding with dry- 
eyes and a vacant stare the preparations going 
on around her. 

" Is it an assassination you intend to com- 
mit?" said the priest with severity, addressing 
himself to the brother of Patrick O'Darcy. 

"They have killed ray brother in Cold blood, 
my innocent brother," replied the sailor, still 
continuing to polish the rusty weapon which 
he' held in his hand. 

" What !" said the priest, " thoughts of re- 
yenge in the heart of a Christian ! Does not 
God forbid the shedding of blood ? Leave to 
Him the punishment of the guilty : terrible re- 
miAse in this life, eterndl suffering in the other, 
will do justice to the crimes committed here 
below." 

He continued to speak for a long time in 
this tone. The sailor sometimes nodded his 
head ; sometimes hazarded a brief observatioifc 
At last the words of the priest seemed to make 
an impression upon him ; he ioternipted the 
good man, reflected a moment and then said : 
" [ believe, in fact, you are right ; it is his cen- 
■cieaoe aloaa irfeich shall snogeise. 1 pr»- 
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mise you that I will not raiee a hand against 
him." 

Oq the evening of the sam^ day, while the 
officer was in his chamber reflecting bitterly 
open the event of the morning, the sergeant 
rashed -in, his-face pale .as death, and his hair 
flowing in disorder. > He handed a letter with 
a black seal, containing simply these words : 

" Patrick Q'Darcy died October ls(, 1798. 

" Captain O'Qimnell will die October \at, 
" 1799. Twelve months .'" 

" Who gave you this letter ?" demanded the 
officer. 

"Patrick CDarcy,*' replied th« seigcant, with 
a tremblmg voice. 

"Patrick O'Darcy is dead, you fool." 

" I assisted at his execution, and I wbs jae- 
veht whea his corpse Was -thrown into the 
lake," replied the sergeant ; ",but if the words 
1 now pronoiuice were the last which should 
ever issue frota my mcnilh, I would swear that 
it was he himself who broi^ht that letter." 

O'Gunnell was not superstitious ; yet, thia 
mysterious letter inspired hin} with some uq- 
eaainess, but it soou vanished ; fire days after' 
ward he thought no more of the maltet. The 
tat of November found-bim in Dublin, whm 
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the hostess of the hcnise at whieh he pnt tip 
brought him a letter which she said had heen 
left for him by an Irishman of uncommoa 
height. This letter was precisely like the first, 
excepting that the immber of raontlis was re- 
duced to elevci^. O'Gunaell, on reading this 
second billet, felt his fears reTire; bis remorse 
returned more poignant than ever, and the- re- 
proaches of his guilty ctmscience began to per- 
suade him that there was something stipernatu- 
ral in this strant-e occurrence. He had infomi- 
ed no one of his journey to Dublin, where he 
had arrived only the evening before: what 
living being, then, could have divined his in- 
tentions and have discovefed him so soon ? A 
vague but unceasing restlessness preyed' upon 
him — ap];etite and sleep botli aband<med him. 
He strove to drawn his sufferings by plunging 
into the whirlpool- of pleasure, but nothing 
could relieve his gloomy tboughts, the moral 
disease under which he felt hinaeelf failing fol- 
lowed him every where. 

The first of December found him at tlte ta- 
bic, surrounded by numerous friends, and od 
tha" point of drinking a toast, when a servant 
handed him a letter bearing a black seal. He 
turned pale On receiving it, and felt back iif^ 



^hah* vithoqt attisring a word; prateaditig sud- 
den iodisposUion, he soon left the apartment. 
Next day he quitted Dublin, to go, he taid, on 
a huntiog excursion among the mountaiuB of 
Wicklow ; a single servant accompanied him. 

It was no idea of jiJeasnie oramueenient.that 
brought O'Gunneil among the mountains : he 
began to consider ever^ kind of happiness or 
joy- as a dream of the past; all that he could 
hope Pot was partial relief, mpnteutary forget- 
futnesa of his ills, and he sought it in bodiljl' 
fatigue, and the activity ofacountry life. But 
the recollection ef the island of tbe Virgin 
never forsook him ; look, which way he would, 
a bloody phantom was incessantly by his side. 
Thus passed the month of December. 

One day, O'Gunneil, leturaivg from a long 
mountain excursion, passed through a narrow 
path wiiicb followed the course of a rivulet. 
-At a turn in the road, he suddenly perceived a 
man, who, standing on a little knoll, pointed 
with his hand towards a huge rock near which 
be had to pass. O^unnell ett«ittvely ;^rati- 
-nized.this singular figure^; it was O'Darcy! 
His bair.stood et«ct,- his blood curdled in his 
veins, his hand mechanically gra^>ed- a pistol 
which he constantly carried, and he fired. A 
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smile of darision gleamed athwart the visage of 
O'Darey, who, without moring, continued to 
point at the rock. In -a few moments he dis- 
appeared as if by enchantment. ApfHroachiog 
the apot designated, O'Gunnell fonnd a tetter — 
it antiouneed that he had but nine months to 
live. 

Aft«r this apparition, O'Gunndll no longer 
doubted that there was something sapematurd 
in his mysterious adventure : his fears, his 
sufferings redoubled, and it wsrs with' a delully 
terror that he saw the fetal day approach which 
should bring him a new letter. 

The day at length arrived, but nothing ex- 
traordinary happened to O'GanDell, and night 
approached without his having received any 
letter ; this ez<!ited in his breast a b<^ that 
the charm was broken. Filled with joy, he 
returned towards his dwelling, when, wiping 
to cross a smdl lonely biidge, he met a man 
who seemed desirous to dispute the passage. 
Face to face he rec<^ni^ed hiin as a poor Cath- 
olic gentleman, whose house he had burnt du- 
ring his last expedition i^ainst the insurrec- 
tionists in Wexford. O'Gunnell requested him 
to make way j but the other, without budging, 
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stared him in the face, and said, " I have wait* 
ed for you," 

" You wait for me V replied O'Gunnell, " I 
have nothing td do witK rebels and papists." 

" Scoundrel !" cried the old gentleman, 
"have a care what you say!" 

The hlftod rushed to O'Gunnell's face. 

" No man ever insulted me with impunity," 
be exclaimed, " choose one of these two pistols 
and defend yourself." 

" All that Diice formed my happiness, ha^ 
been ravished from nfe, ravished by you, and 
although death seems to nie preferable to the 
existence I now lead, I will not profit by the 
advantage I have over yoA on this occasion. 
The hand of an assassin always trembles." 

"I>oes my hand tremble !" shouted O'Gun- 
oell, in a paroxysm of rage. 

The old man smiled disdainfully, drev a 
paper from his bosom, tuid presented it to 
O'Gunnell. ' 

" See what I hsve been charged to convey 
to you," said.he with affected calmness. 

" Ha ( does your hand tremble now ?" 

O'Gunnell had hardly taken the paper, when 
his knees trembled and he fainted. . When he 
reoovered his eonseiousneB^ the old- geotUnaKi 
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bad disappeared, but h£ saw at some distance 
the sombre figure ol O'Darcy gazing fixedly 
upon him. 

It would take too pinch time to narrate all 
the attempts O'Giuiuell made to_escape from 
his persecutor, and discard the forebodings 
which incessantly beset him. He travelled 
over nearly all England, fiying from one place 
to another, without beiug able to evade those 
fatal letters which reached him regularly on the 
first of erery month, in spite of all the care he 
took to conceal himself from every eye. 

In this extremity, he resolved to expatriate 
himself auil go over to Amsterdam, on a visit 
to a relative who many years previons hades- 
tabKshed a commercial house ni that city. Ac- 
cordingly, be embarked on a ship boimd for 
Rotterdam, and when the shores .of England 
disappeared from view, it .seemed as though a 
^feat weight had been removed from his heart 
During the night, the sea roughened, and soon 
« violent atorm having arisen, the vessel was in 
peril O'Gunnell hastened on deck, ^d watch- 
ed the sailors lowering the mainbail, when. the 
lightniug flashed vividly, and he saw among 
them O'Dafcy himself, who flung a letter eeal- 
«d with black at his feet, and was instantly 
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•hrouded in darkness* it is impossible . to de- 
scribe the anguish which the unhappy man ex- 
perienced at this sight. He felt that it was all 
over with him, Iienceforth not a hope remain- 
ed ; his heart broke with grief and desitair. 
When he reached the residence of hi^ relativti, 
so much was he changed they could hardly 
recognize him. A livid pallor overspread his 
countenance, a burning fever consnqied him ; 
instead of the gay companion, the joyous guest 
whom they bad once known, they found a man 
prematurely old, sad, merose; seldom sjicak- 
ing, and' never smiling. His relative, -pained 
as much as astonished at this transformation, 
ofteir questioned O'Gtlnnell : . but he always 
evaded a reply, and many weeks passed before 
> he made the slightest dJsclosiiFe. 
. ' At length, one day, as they promenaded to^ 
gether along tlia canal which traversesthe Hee- 
ren-Gratt, one of the principal streets in Am- 
sterdam, the merchant iwged htm more earnest- 
ly thatvnsual to reveal the cause of his condi- 
tion. O'Gmmell maintained silence. *'lf it 
is remorse that tortures yon," said his relative, 
"you had better Bcek the consoltttiop ofreiif 
gion." 
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"AJast" said O'GHnnell, with bitterness, " I 
cannot pray. That cousolation is denied me. 
I have but a day longer to live on earth, and I 
cannot pray.' Mjr persecutor follows me step 
by step : this evening, at five o'cIocIe, I shaU 
be a corpse, and yet-f eannot pray! Behold 
him, even now!" he suddenly exclaimed, 
trembling in every limb, and pointing with his 
finger at a tall young man who manned slow- 
ly along the other side of the canal. 

They were obliged to carry ' 
to the house of his relative : 
that he could sustain himself i 
merchant, persiiaded that bis n 
]y imaginary, had a clock placi 
bed, having previously put the 
half an hour. In proportion ; - 

meiit drew near, the state of the disease grew 
worse ; but when the clock had struck fivej the' 
unfortunate man became^somowhat better, and 
they began to conceive hopes of his recovery. 
At this critical time, the sound of footeteps was 
heard in' the adjoiidag apartment, the door was 
thrust rudely open, and a young man tntered 
whom they readily recognized as an Irishman, 
by his dress. O'Gumiell raised himself in a. 
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sitting posture, threw a rapid glance upon th« 
intruder, and fell back dead in his bed. 
// toa3 the brother of Patrick O'Darey. 



SnBSTANCE 



[S GMMETTB EXAMIHATIOS, 
/ Commillee of the House oj 
, August 10, 1798. 

Committee.. Weroyouiui United Irishman? 

Emmett. My lords, I ah one. 

Cam.- Were you a member of the ezecu- 
tire? 

Emmett. I was of the executive from the 
month of January to the month of May, 1797, 
and afterwaxds from December, 1797, till I iras 
atrested. 

{I was then asked as to the military organi- 
»tjon, which I detailed. Tlwy then asked 
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vben the returns ineluded fire «ntu aod am* 
' munitinn.] 

EmmeiL After the insiuiedion and tBdem- 
nity acts had been passed, whea th« people 
were led to think on resistance, and after 4000 
persons had been driren from the county of 
.Armagh by the Orangemen. 

Com. Was not the name of Orangeman 
used to terrify the, people into the United 
system ? 

Emmett. I do not know what groundless 
Dears may have been {»opagated by ignorant 
people; but I am sure do unfair advantage was 
taken by the executive. The Orange princi- 
ples were fairly discussed, as far as they were 
known, and we always found, thai wherever it 
was attempted to establish a lodge, the United - 
liiah increased very much. 

Lord LHlloH. Why, where was it endeavor- 
ed to introduce them, except ip the north, and 
the cKy of Dab)in? 

EmmeU. My lord, I can't tell you all the 
plaees in which it was endeavored, but I will 
name one, in the county of Roscommon, 
where lam told it nude many United Irish- 
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Lord DUltm, Wetl, that was birt very late- 
ly, and I endeavored to resist h. 

, Com. Whe» were the first communica- 
tions with Prance ? 

Emmett, The first I heard of were after 
the insemctioQ and iiidemmty acts had been 
carried ; the first J knew of was after tb« 
French fleet had left Bantry Bay, and after it 
was manifest the effort for reform would nQt 
succeed : and pernut me to add, on my oath, it 
was my intention to propose to, and from cod- 
versations 1 had with some of the executire 
directory, I am sure it would have been carrfed 
there, that if there had been any reasonable 
hope of reform being adopted,' to send one more 
ntess^iger to France, and he should have toM 
..them the diS^rencd between the people and 
the government Was adjusted, and not to at- 
tempt a second invasioii. 

[They then took nw into detail through the 
vholeof the negotiations and message— stated 
that the demand on our part was from five to 
ten thousand men, and fatty thousand stand of 
arms, by the first agent ; that the tnstmctiona 
to the sectnid agent difiered by requesting mcve 
arms in cootoquence of tiie disarming of the 
nwthf, vhioh baA iDtetrenfld, imd that the 
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Frebch b^ prMuiwd we should be at perfect 
liberty to chooae our own ibrm of ^rernment. 
It wu expressly stipulated with than that they 
should conduct themselves so.] 

LoTxl ChancetUa: As they did ia Holland ? 

Emmttt. As Rochambeou did in America, 
my lords. 

They then entered on ike aviject oj the se- 
foratian. 

Lord Chancdisr. How is it possible, Hr. 
Bnunett, just look on the map, and tell me 
how you can suppose that Ireland could exist 
independent of England or France? 

Etametl. My lords, if I bad any doubt on 
that aibject, I should never hare attempted to 
effect a separation, bat I have given it as much 
consideration as my faculties would permit, 
And I have not a shadow of doubt, that if Ire- 
land was once independent, she might defy 
tbe combined eSorts of France and England. 

Archbishop ^ Casket, . My God ! her trade 
would be destroyed ! 

£mmett. Pardon Me, my lord, her trade 
-would be infinitely incre^ed: 150 years ago, 
when Ireland contaiuedtiot more than one mttl- 
ion and an h^f of m6u, and Amenca was no- 
t iog, the uriiuexion migh* be said to be b»- 
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cessary to Ireland; buf noiftUat sbe contains 
five millions, that America is the best market 
in the world, and Ireland the best situated 
country In Euvope to trade with that market, 
she has outgrown the connexion. 

Lord Chancellor. Yes, I remember talk- 
ing to a gentleman of your acquaintance, and 
I believe one of yonr body and way of think- 
ing, who told me that Ireland had noUiing to 
cAmplain of from England ; but that she was 
strong enough to set up for herselt. 

£lmmetl. I beg, my lords, tb^t may not be 
considered as my opinion : I think Ireland 
has a great many things to oomi^ain of against 
England: I am sure she is strong enough to 
set up for herself ; and give me leave to tell you, 
mylorda, that if. tha government of this coun- 
try be not regulated so as that the control may 
be wholly Iri^, and that the comaeicial ar- 
rangements between th^ two countries, he 
not put on the footing of perfect equality, the 
connexion, cannot last. 

- Lord Chancellor. What would yon do fw 
coals? 

Emmett. In every revolution, and in every 
war, the people must submit to som« priva- 
tions; bull must observe to your lordshisp, 
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Alt there is a reciprocity between tlie buyer 
and seller, and that England would suffer as 
much as Ireland, if we did not btiy her coats. 
However, I wiH grant bur fuel would become 
dearer for a time ; but' by paying a bigher 
price we could have a full sufficient abundance 
from our own coal mines, and from bogs, by 
means of our canals: 

Archbishop of Casket Why, twelve frig- 
ates would stop up all our ports. ' 

Smmett. My lord, you must have taken a 
very imperfect survey of the ports t>n the wes- 
tern coasts of this kingdom, if you " suppose 
that twelve frigates would block them up; 
and I must observe to you, that if Iretand was 
for three months separated from England, the 
latter would cease to be such a formidable na- 
val power. 

Lord Chancellor. VfeW, I cannot conceive 
the separation could last twelve hours. 

Etnmeit. I declare to God, I think that if 
Ireland were separated from England, she 
■would be tlie happiest spot on the face of the 
globe. 

[At which they all seeined astomshed.J 

Lord Chancellw. But how could yon rely 
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on Vmnce (hat siic wuiiUI kcop licr [iiomisr of 
not iiiteifitiifi!;! r. ith y.-air gn^^riiincni: 

JCiiinifiU- ?'Ey fuiiii'icc, my iori]-;. w'l?! more 
Oil Jri:.h jm\vci\ lli:;ii ou I'Vciicli jivnmiscs ; for 
I was ci>avi;]ci''?,tii!i[ l!;(ir;^h s'lecmiliiiiotoasi- 
!ys"t lip lh<! s'lHinbrd licr.sclf, yet. \vlio;i it was 
oijf e v:ii-;cJ, a V'ly poM'f ifiil niiijy ■wtisikl fioek 
to it; wliicli; oi-gn'ii^^pj liikIit fif- own oiliccrs, 
woiiMliavo iioiv.n^oiLloOfoait Kii)/!0() FiGiuh- 
nioii, itiiil we Oiily tlipnlutod lor y iculii part 
of that iininlicr.. 

Lord Kih^t-ifdn}. Yon pceiii avcv'.-n i,-, in- 
Surrontiuii; t sii}]|"to.w it was letjiaisc you 
llinnalil it imptilitii: ': 

l-!iiimt:U. l'iK]_iicylinii.'iWy: for if I iraajiii- 
R'l an iiisniToctviii could liavosiicccfilcd with- 
,oiil a great wa^^lc of litond and time, I should 
luu'O pri^ferre^l it to invasion, as it woii'd not 
have exposed hk to tlif cliniicc of eotiti'ilnuioiis 
bciiig reitnirod Ipv a forci.^ii force ; l.'Ut a5^ I did 
jKit tliink so, atid as I was certain uw iiivasii n 
■woidd siiCvPod spco']iIy, and witlioiit much 
. stnii-gle, I prcf<':TGd it 'J', fr- at tlie haKahl of 
ihat incoiivonieiice, v.diichwc took every pains 
to prevent. 

■ ■ Lord Dill-m. Blr. Emmett, yon have stat- 
ed the viewfi of the cxocntivc to be verjr liber- 

u 
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al and very enligfitencfl, and I believe yoar« 
were so; but let me ask you, whether it was 
not intended to cut off (in the beginning of the 
contest) the leaders of the opposition party by 
a summary mode, such as assassination : my 
reason for asking you is, John Sheare's procla- 
mation, the most terrible paper that ever ap- 
peared in any country: it says, that "many of 
your tyrants have bled, and others must 
bleed," &,c. 

EmmeCl. My lords, as to Mr. Sheare's pro- 
clamation, he was not of the executive when 
J was. 

Lord Chancellor. He was of the new exe- 
cutive, 

Emmett. I do not know he was of any exe- 
cutive, except from what your lordship says — 
but I believe he was joined with some others 
io framing a particular plan of insurrection for 
Dublin and Its neighborhood — neither do I 
know what value he annexed to those words 
in his proclamation — but I can answer, that 
■while I was of the exeeutive, there was no 
such design, but the contrary— for we conceiv- 
ed when one of you lost your lives, we lost an 
hostage. - Oar intention was to seize you all, 
and keep you aa hostages for the conduct of 
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England ; and after the revolution was over, 
if you could not live under the new govern- 
ment, to send you out" of the country. I will 
add one thing more, which, though it is not an 
answer to your question, yon may have a curi- 
osity to hear. In such a struggle, it was na- 
tural to expect confiscations; our intention 
was, that every wife who had not instigated 
her husband to resistance, should be provided 
for out of the property^ notwithstanding con- 
fiscations ; and every child who was too young 
■Co be his own master, or form -Ijis own opinion, 
was to have a child's portion. Your lordships 
will now judge how far we intended to be 
cruel. 

Lord Chancellor. Pray, Mr. Emmett, what 
caused the late insurrection? 

Emmett. The free quarters, the house*; 
burnings, the tortures, and the military execu- 
tions, m" the counties of Kildare, Carlow, and 
Wicklow. 

Lord Chancellor. Don't you tliink the ar- 
rests of the 13th of March caused it ? 

Em,mett. No j* but I believe if it had not 
been for these arrests, it would not have taken 
place ; for the people, irritated by what they 
•offered, had been long pressing the executive 
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to consent loan iiisiirrection, Imilhey had re- 
sisted or eluded it. and even deierinmcd to 
persevere ill the sarm: liiie. After these arrests, 
however, otiiet jKjrsoiis eame for'rard, who 
were irritated, and thought dilieMiitly, who 
consented to let iha* jwrtial insurrection take 
place. 

Jjord Chancellor. Wers all the executive 
arrested or ptit to flight by (he arrests of the 
12tli of March r 

Emmett. Youi hirdships will excuse my 
answering to that iiuestiou, as it would Jwiut 
oiu individuals. 

Lord Chancekor. Did you not think the 
government very fuolish to let you proceed so 
long as they did? 

■ Emmett. No, nij' lord; whatever Ijmputed 
to governmejit, I did not accuse them of folly. 
1 knew we were very attentively watched, bnt 
1 thought they were right in letting us pro- 
ceed. I have often said, laughing among our- 
seh'es, thai if they did right, they wettld pay 
us lor conducing the revolution, conceiving, 
as I then did, and now do, that a revolution is 
inevitable, unless speedily prevented by very 
large measures of conciliation. It' seemed to 
mean object with them, that it ehould be con- 
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ducted by moderate men, of aood moral charac- 
ters, liberal education, and some talents, rather 
than by intemperate men of bad characters, ig- 
norant, and foolish ; and into the hands of one 
or other of those classes it nndouhtedly will fall, 
I also imagined the membeis of govenimerit 
might bo sensible of the" difference between 
the change of their situation being effected by 
a sudden and violent convulsion, or by the 
more gradual measures of a well conducted re- 
volution. If it were cfTecled suddenly by aii 
insurrection — aiid I need not tell your lord- 
ships, that had there lieeu a general plan of 
acting, and the north had co-operated with 
Leiitster the la^t insurrecliou.wouid have in- 
fallibly and rapidly succeeded; in such case, 
you would be tumbled at once from your pin- 
nacle; but if a revolution were gradually ac- 
complislied, you would have time to accom- 
modate, and habituate yourtLlves to yonr new 
situation.' For (Itese reasons, I imagined gov- 
einmelit did not wish to irritate and push 
things forward. 

Lord Chancellor. Pray, do yoii think Cath- 
olic emancipation and parliamentary reform 
aiiy objects with the common people? 

Einmett. As to Catholic emancipation, I 
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don't think it matters a feather, or ihat the poor 
think of it. As to parliamentary reform, I 
don't tiiink the common people ever thought of 
it, until it was inculcated to them that a reform 
would cause a removal of those grievances 
which they actually do feel. From that time, 
I hclieve, they have hccome very nmch attach- 
ed to the measHre. 

Lord Chancellor. And do you think that 
idea has, hccn successfully inculcated into the 
common people ? 

Emmett. It has not been my fortune to 
communicate much with them on that suliject, 
so that I cannot undertake to say how far it has 
been successfully inculcated into them ; but of 
this lam certain, that since the establishment 
of the United Irish system, it has been incul- 
cated into all the middling classes, and much 
more among the common people, than ever it 
was before. 

Lord Chancellor. And what grievances 
would such a reformed legislature remove ? 

EmmeU. In the first place, it would cause 
a complete abolition of tithes ; jn the next, by 
giving the common people an increased value 
in the democracy, it would better llieir situa- 
tion, and mako them more respected by their 
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superiors ; the condition of the poor would be 
ameliurated ; and what is perhaps of more con- 
sequence than all the rest, a system of national 
education would be established. 

Lord Dillon. The abolition of tithea 
would be a very good thing; but don't you 
think it would be more bcue&cial to the land- 
lords than the tenants? 

Aichbishop of Cashel. Aye, it is they 
would benfilitty it. 

Emmelt. My lords, I am ready to grant, 
that if tithes were now abolished, without a 
reform, there are landlords who would raise 
the rent on thoir tenants, when they were 
making new leases, the full value of the tithes, 
ana, if they could, more; but if a reform suc- 
ceeded the abolition of tithes, such a reformed 
legislature would very badly know, or very 
badly perform its duty, if it did not establish 
such a system of landed teaures as would pre- 
vent landlords from doing so; and let me tell your 
lordshtfis, that if a revolution ever takes place, 
a very different system of political economy 
will be established, from what has hitherto pre- 
vailed here. 

Ijord Glentteorth. Then your' intention 
was to destroy the church ? 
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fliiuii'tt. I'^i'-Jfiii nio. tiiy Innl, my iiiton- 
tio:i iK'ViT WHS [n (J'v-l;;.;,- iii>: clilircli. My 

UlCJll. 

/ 'ii-<! l)\lh,,i. I iiii(k'[it:iii(i yon — ^uid hava 
iliis il i,i,i>'™!ic.':- 

Kntu:-!!. A^ it Is in Ar>i"iicn, my- lords. 

Lord l\i!ir,i,<l<-H. V..i\'. SU. MiiinivK, do 
yi.ii U:]iuv :)!' :iiiy coiniinniu.'aiiu^i.s witi) Fnuice 
siiirc yiiii)' anc:! ': 

K<.u;:ll. 1 do, my lord, ?.rr, Couke toU 

X<i>v/ Kil.ranii,. Biit don'f you In niiy oilier 
way, liimw wlwlliui- I ■.ii;iii'.ni;i:;itiiiits am still 
goitif; oil lit-Uvocii til is !■! niiU y and l-Vaiice ? 

Eiiuiiill. \<»; lull [ liiive no doubt that 
even afior \vi! shall liave Ivfi; lids ctmntry, 
there will r<']ii;iiii ai,iu;;j: ilic 51(0,000 and up- 
wards whii'li roiiijuire llic t'lii.ui, many )ii;r- 
sous of ^illiit;iell^ taleiiis, i'liiiTjiiiM.', (.■irlhit- 
siusiii, and iijf|>'^r[uniiy, u'li'> will cmitimie lliu 
old, or .ii.cti a Jic«- <;oiiuiiiriH.;ii!ioii \rilli 
Franco, ii'ii ^iiall Ik; hc.-i.'bsnry : and in K-vok- 
iiigovri', in my cwn mind, llie [rtsoiis wlioirt 
I kiUMvol most talentb;nid eni(T|)ri;,r. l(;riiiji"t 
helj) siiL'Uoslin^ i'y mystdf liie jiersujis i think 
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most likely lo do so ; but I must be excused 
pointing at them. 

THOMAS ADDIS EMMETT. 



THE EXAMlKAlIONl 



THOMAS ADDIS EMUETT, 

Bejore the secret Gommittee of the House of 

Commons, August 14, 1798. 

Lord Oastlereagh mentioned that the mi- 
nntes of my examination before the lords had 
been -transmitted to them, and that tiiey only 
■wanted to aslc me a few questions in explana- 
tion of those minutes. The general turn of the 
examination was therefore the same as that 
before the upper house ; biit I could observe 
much more manifestly this time than before, a 
design, out of my answers, to draiv the conclu- 
sion that nothing would content the people 
but such changes as would be a departure from 
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what they choose to call the English constitu- 
tion, and the English system; andthererore I 
presume they meanj to infer, that the popular 
claims must be- resisted at all hazards. The 
Speaker seemt^d lo me to take the lead iu coa- 
dticting the investigation to this pciut. 

Lord Castlercagk. Mr, Emmett, you said 
in your examination before the lords, that the 
French had not .'made known the place whers 
they intended lauding ; how then will you ex- 
plain an address which we liave here, stating 
thai tlie" French were shortly expected in 
Bantry Baj ? 

Emmett. My lorSs, I know nothing at pre- 
sent of that address; but I suppose on farther 
enquiry it will be found to be some mistake, 
as I am positive they never mentioned Bantry 
Bay in any commmiication ; I know, on the 
contrary, Galway Bay was looked ou as the 
probable place of their lauding. 

N. B. IJind, upon inquiry, thataddress is 
without a date, and uxis written after the 
French Iiad disappeared from Bantry Bay, 
and were generally expected lo return. 

Mr. Alexander. I have here some resolu- 
tions, {which he read, and which, among other 
tkmgt, spoke of the extent of the cfinfiicaliona 
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ij^at xoQuid h'j madii in llw, ceeitt oj a rcvohit/'.i^ , 
and kow iltt>j should be apj,lied)—~d.o you 
know any thing of them? 

JEmnietl. I have a j-scollecfioii of having 
rer.d them hefore ; and if that lecolleclion be 
right, they ace resohitions that have been pass- 
ed by an individual society at Belfast, and 
were seized at the arresfs of Barrett, Bura 
side, and others. 

Mr. Alexander. They are the same, 

Emmell. Then T hope the committee will 
draw no inference from them as to the views 
of tlie executive or of the whole body. You 
know the north well, a,id that every man. there 
turns his mind more or less on specu'ativ? poli- 
tics; but certainly the opinion of a few of th'' 
least infomgied among them cannot be consid- 
ered as infltiencing the whole. 

Mr. J. C. Beresford. Aye, but would you 
be able to make such people give up- their own 
opinion, to follow yours ? 

Emmetl. I am convinced we should; be- 
caiise I know we have done it before, on points 
where their opinions and wishes were very 
strong, 

Mr. Alexander. How did you hope to 
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liold tlio ponjjla i!i order and good conduct 
when tlic reins of i^oveniment wctc loosened ? 

EmmcU. By-_^otlicr eiiually powerfnl reins. 
It was for i'iiispn;i>03e4hat I considered the pro- 
moting of organ inn l-i Oil to be amoral duty. Hav- 
ing no doubt tliat a revolution wcnid, and will 
take placo, unless prevented by removing tlie 
r.atiou!d gri(ivai!ccs, I saw in tlie organization 
the only way of preventing its being sireh as 
'would .give tlio nation lasting causes of grief 
and r.hanie. Yvlietiier tiierc be organization 
or not, the revoUition will lake place ; but if 
the people be classed and arranged for the pur- 
pose, the control which heads of their own ap- 
pointment will have over them, by means of 
the diiferent degrees of representation, and or- 
gans of cummunication, will, I hope, prevent 
them from committing those acis of outrage 
and cruelty which may be expected .from a 
justly irritated, bnt ignorant and uncontrolled 
populace. 

Mr. AUxamhr. But do you think there 
were in the Union such organs of communica- 
tion as had an induence over the lower orders, 
and were at the same time fit to commnnicale 
and do business yith persons of a better con- 
dition ? 
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Emmett. I am sure there were miiltitudos 
of extremely shrewd and sensible men, whose 
habits of living were with the lower orders, 
but who were perfectly well qualified for doing 
business with persoirs of any condition. 

Speaker. . Yon say the number of United 
Irishmen is five liundrcd llioiisand — do you 
loc-k upon them all as fighting men ? 

EimnetL There are nndoiibtedly some old 
men and some ycnng lads among them; but t 
am snre I speak within bounds when I say the 
number of fighing men in the Union cannot be 
less than three hundred thousand. 

Speaker. I underEland, according to you, 
the views of the United Irish went to a repub- 
lic and separation frnm England; bnt they 
would probably have compounded for afeform 
in parliament. Am I net right, however, in 
understanding that the object next their hearts 
was a separation and a republic ? 

Emmett. Pardon mc, the object next their 
hearts was a redress of their grievances; two 
modes of accomplishing that object presented 
themselves to their view; one was a reform by 
peaceable means, ,tiie other was a revolution 
and republic. I have nod«ybtbut that if they 
could have flattered themselves that the object 



■,C(K>tjl>J 



*8I APPffiTDlX. 

nc^ttlnir hcir.'s wuiiidbe accdnipiishc-J peace- 
ably, by a rcfoi^^, ihey would prefer it iuJiii- 
ilely to a revolutipn aiid republic, which must 
be more bloody in tlieir oi;eration ; but I am 
also coiivinceel. when they saw they couM not . 
accomplish the xibjcct next their hearts, a re- 
dress of their grievances, by a reform, they de- 
termined in despair to procure it by a revolu- 
tion, which I am persuaded is inevitable, un- 
less a reform be granted. 

Speaker. You say that a revolutiwi is in- 
Bvhable, unless a reform be granted: what 
would be the consequence of such a reform ia 
redfessing what you call the grievances of the 
people ? 

Emmett. iu the first place, I look to the 
abolition of tithes. I think such a reformed 
legislature would also produce an amelioiation 
of the state of the poor, and adimunitionof the 
rents of lauds, would establish a system of na- 
tional education, would regulate the commer- 
cial 'ntercourse between Great Britian and Ire- 
land, pn the fooluig of perfect equality, and 
correct the bloody nature of your criminal 
coile. 

Speaker. You speak of the abolitioQ of 
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tithes ; do you include iti that tUt: destruction 
of the establishment ? 

Einmett. - X bave myself no doulit of the es- 
tablishment's beiog injurious, and I look to 
its destruction ; but I caimot undertake to say 
how fiir the whole of that measure is contem- 
plated by the body of the peopjo, because I 
have frequently lieard an acreable tax proposed 
OS a substitute, which necessarily supposes the 
preservation of ihe estabUshmeut. 

Speaker. Don't you think t!io Catholics 
peculiarly object to tithes? 

Ejnmctt. They certiijiily have the best 
reason to comjilain, but I rather think ihey ob- 
ject as tenants more thait as Catholics, and in 
common with the rest of the tenantry of the 
kingdom ; and if any other way of paying 
even a protestant establishinent, which did not 
' bear so sensitly on their industry, were to take 
place, I believe it would go a great way to 
content them ; though I confess it would not 
content me ; but I must add, that I would (I 
am sure so would many others who think of 
■estabiishments like me) consent to give the 
present incumbents equivalent pensions. 

Lord Casllei-eagh. Don't you think the 
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Catholics look to accomplishing the destruction 
of tlie establishment? 

Emmett. From the declaration they made 
Ml 1792, or 1793, I am suretheydid not then ; 
I cannot say how far their opinions may have 
altered sinco, but from many among titem pro- 
posing a substitute for tithes, I am led to be- 
lieve they may not yet be gone bo far. 
^ Lord Castlereagh. But don't you think 
lliey will look to its destruction ? 

Emmett. I cannot pay so bad a compli- 
ment to the reasons which have convinced 
myself, as not to suppose they will convince 
others. As the hnman mind grows philoso- 
phic,\t will, I think, wish for the destruction 
of all religions establishments, and therefore, 
in proportion as the callrolic mind becomes 
philosophic, it will of course entertain the same 
wishes — ^but I consider that as the result of its 
pkilosopki/, and not of its religion. 

Lord Castk-reagk. Don't you think tlie 
catholics would wish to set up a catholic esta- 
blishment, in lieu of the protestant one ? 

Emmett. Indeed I don't, even at the pre- 
sent day ; perhaps some old priests, who have 
long groaned under the penal laws, might wish 
for a retribution to themselves — but I don't 
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tliiiik tlic ^oung ]i:'iesl»! wisli for it, and I am 
ccmviiiced the iaity would not submit to it, 
at»(] that tliG objections lo u wiU be every day 
gaining slreiiglli. 

fipeuker. Yon also menliou that a reform 
would (Jiminis!) the rents of lands; how do 
you thirdf that would be done ? 

EmmcU.- I am couvinced raok rente can 
only tako place in a country otherwise essen- 
tially oppressed; if the raliie of the people 
was raised in tlie state, tlicir iinporlatice would 
influence the landlords lo consult their ^utsr- 
esis, and therefore to tetter their coiiditioii. 
Tiius I ihink'it would take place, even with- 
out any law bearing upon the matter. 

Mr. Alexander. Mr, Eiuinell, yon have 
gone circuit for many years ; now have you not 
observed that'the condition of "the people lias 
be<!(r gradnalty bettrring? 

JCmmttt. Aclniiiling that the face ofUie 
country has assiuned a better api-eatai'ce ; if 
you attribute it. to the operation of aiij' laws 
yon havo passed, I must only declare my opin- 
ion, it is past h-/:: sc:l hou e.rki>i:. As lar as 
the situation ot"^tlie lower orders has been bet- 
tered in Ireland, it rcanlls from the increased 
kuowiedfic, eomuierce. aud irjtejcourse of tlia 
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different stales of Europe with one another, 
and is enjoyed in this country only in commrn 
with the rest of civilized Europe and America, 
I believe the lower orders in all those countries 
have been improved in tlieir condition within 
those twenty years, but I doubt whether the 
poor of this kingdom have been bettered in a 
greater proportion than the poor in the despotic 
stales of Germany, 

Sfcaker. You mention- an improved sys- 
tem of national education ; are there not as 
many schools in Ireland as in England ? 

Einmctt. I believe there are, and that there 
is in proportion as great a fund in Ireland as in 
England, if it were fairly applied ; but there is 
this great d fference, the sckools are protestant 
schools, which answer very well in England, 
but do little good among the catholic peasant- 
ry in Ireland — Another thing to be considered 
is, that stronger measures are necessary for 
educating the "Irish people than are necessary 
in England : m the latter country, no steps 
were taken to counteract the progress of 
knowledge ; it had fair play, and was gradu- 
ally advancing ; but in Ireland you liave bru- 
talized the vulgar mmd, by long continued 
f>pcralion of the popery laws, which, though 
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they are repealed, have left aii effect that will 
not cease these fifty years. It is incumbent 
then on you to counteract that effect by mea- 
sure-i which are not equally necessary in En- 
gland. 

Speaker. Yoii mentioned tlie crim.inal code; 
in what do*iS that differ from the English? 

E?nmelL It seems to me, that it would be 
more advisable, in reviewing our criminal 
law, £0 compare the crime with the punish- 
ment, that! the Irish code with the English; 
there is, however, one (difference that occurs 
to me on the instant — administering unlawful 
oaths is in Ireland punished with death. 

Lord Casllereagk. That is a law connect- 
ed with the security of the Ftale. 

Emmett. If it i- intended to keep up the 
ferment of the public miiid, such laws may be 
necesf^ary; but if it be intended to allay the 
ferment, they are^rfectlyuseless. 

Speaker. Would putting the commercial 
in'ercourse on the footing of equality, satisfy 
the people? 

Emmett. I think that equality -^f situations 
would go ijcarer satisfying the people than any 
of the other equalities that have been alluded to. 

Speaker^' Then your opinion is that wo 
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cannot avoiil a revolution, unless we abandon 
the English constitution, and the English sys- 
tem 111 our establishment, education, and crim- 
inal laws ? 

Eminelt. I have already touched on the 
latter subji'cts; as to tht; lIiiglitiK constitution, 
I ciinnot conceive h»w a reform in parliament 
can be said to destroy that. 

Speaker. Why, iu what does the repre- 
eentation differ in Ireland from that in Eng- 
land; are there not in England close boroughs, 
and is not the right of suffrage there coufiaed 
to 40s. freelio'ders 1 

Einmett. if I TOere an Englishman, I 
ishould be discontented, and therefore cannot 
suppose that putting Ireland on a footing with 
England would content the people of this 
country ; if, however, yon have a mind to Iry 
a partial expemnent, for the success of which I 
would not answer, you irilst consider liow 
many a,i-e the close boronglis and tfu^e towns 
which contribute to the appointment of their 
6558, and diminish in the same proportion the 
number of the close boroughs and towns which 
contribute to the appoinrment of our 3U0; 
even that would be a gain to Ireland ; but that 
there should be no mistalce, or coufusiou qI 
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terms, let us dvsf], the etji'iivoc.l words cf, En- 
glish coitstiin/ion, and ificn I answer, I would 
not be uriderslocd to siiy, that the g-overuiueiit, 
of king; lords and commons, would be.destroy- 
ed by a reform of the lower bonse. 

Lord Castlereagh. And don't yoii think 
that stich a house conid not co-exist with the 
govemment'of king and lords? 

Emmetl. If it would not, my kird, the eu- 
logies that have been passed on tlic Bt-itish 
constitution are very nmcU niispLaCTd; but I 
■ think they could all exist together, if the king 
aod lords meant fairly by the people; if they 
should pecsist in dosi^^ns hostile to the people, 
I do believe they would be overthrown, 

[H was, then intimated, that they had got 
into a theoretical discnssiou. and that what they 
vished to encjuire into was facts.] 

Sir F. Painel. Mr. Emmett, while you 
and the executive were philosophising, Lord 
Edward Fitzgerald was arming and disciplin- 
ing the people. 

Emmett. . Lord Edward was a military 
man, and if he was doing so, ho probably 
thought that was the way in which he could 
be most useful to the country ; but I am sure, 
thai if those with whom he acted were con- 
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vinced that tlie grievances of the people were 
redressed, aiid that force was become unne- 
cessary, he would have been persuaded to drop 
all arming and disciplining. 

Mr. J. C. Beresford. I knew Lord Ed- 
ward well, and always found him very obsti- 
nate. 

Emmetl. I knew Lord Edward right well, 
and have done a great deal of business with 
him, and have always fonnd, when ho had a 
reliance on the integrity and talents of the per- 
son he acted with, he was one of the most per- 
suadable men alive — but if ho thought a man 
meant dishonestly or unfairly by him, he was 
as obstinate as a mule. 

[Many questions were then put to^ me rela- 
tive to ditferent papers and proceedings of the 
United Irish ; among the rest, John Slieares's 
proclamation was mentioned with considerable 
severity. I took thatopportunity of declaring, 
that neither the execution of John Sheares, or 
the obloquy that was endeavored to be cast 
on his memory, should prevent my declaring 
that I considered John Sheares a very honora- 
ble and humane man.]' 

Mr. French. Mr. Emmett, can you point 
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out any way of inducing the people to give 
up their arms ? 
■ Emmetl. Redressing their grievancpSj and 
no other. 

' Lord ' Castleteagh. Mr. Emmett, we are 
unwillingly obliged to close this examination 
' by the sitting of the house. 

Emmett. My lord, if it bo the wish of the 
eommittee, I will attend it any other time. 

- Lord Castleriagk. If we want you", then 
we shall send for you. 

After the regular examination was closed, I 
was asked by many of the members whether 
there were many persons of property in the 
Union, I answered that there was immense 
fffoperty jn it. They acknowledged there was 
great personal property in it, but wished to 
know was there much landed property; I an- 
swered there was. They asked me was it fee 
simple ; to that I could give no answer. The 
attorney-general said there was in it many land- 
holders who had large tracts of land, and felt . 
tkeir landlords to be great grievances. I ad- 
mitted that to be the fact. They asked me 
had we proivded any form of government. 1 
told them we had a provisional" governmen for 
the instant, which we retained in memory; 
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but! ! ((> a-iy pcnniiiiPiil fcm or^flvoiiimi.nt, 
ve liFcii'-Jil I'l.ii. -'ikI ir, ,iy ollirr mni.loisif- 
li'liiiy; U) '1)0 cliiiTigos \vliir;K would liocome 
lifficssjry. wiro iiot proper obifcis foi- our d'S- 
I'li^siiiii. lint tlttmW be ic '-vrcd to a comniiuce 
cl!"-'-o'i by l'!(! ]ii70jilp. 

They did not ask wliat llie inovisipua! gov- 
ernmeut was. 



THE IRISH PATIUOTS OK 'ia 

As matter not inlimately, ihongh remotely 
ccrinected with lliis v.-<k\:, we append here a 
brief sketch of tlio Irish patrols of a late day; 
among the most promiueiit of whom was John 
MiTcitELL. lit was tried and condemned for 
the fearless ex press jon of his opinions in rela- 
tion to the duty of Irishmen. We are indebted 
for the following account of the trial to '■ The 
Felon's Track, '' by Mxchiel Douext, one of 
the patriots: 
:JiIitcljer8 arrest, uudor the tfaason fclooy act 



■ Was not unexpected. But asaoottas it was bs- 
,c*rlainea [hat he was lodged in ISewgaife, hia 
fate engaged the entire cafe of his co-confeiler- 
ates; Ths qii3slio:i at once arose wliethor, 
if.a rptsr^f -arpra fiifntnpted, there were resour- 
iecent stand. It was as- 
iply of annsaiid aminnni- 
imperfect, and tlio supply 
The people had been do- 
rs of famine: and no want 
ihg than the want of food. ■ 
found that there was not 
ays in the capital, which 
depended on daily arrivals for its daily bread. 
TliiroMgTioutjhecounll-y, the supply was even 
more precarious. Ths Government had in 
their own liandsthe uncontrolled power of pre- 
venting the arrival of a single grain of corn; 
and, if so minded, could starve the island in a 
fortnight, supposing tiie people were even able 
to possess themselves of all the cattle in the 
conntry. 

These were some of the considerations which 
influenced the decision of Mr. Mitchel's com- 
rades. Whether the opinion were or were not 
a correct one, they acted on the conviction that 
under all the ciicumstances, any attempt to res- 

12 
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cue him would ereiituate in a street row, wliipb 
would entail not only defeat, but disgrace. If 
they could but persuade themselves tliat a blow 
might be atruck, eren though defeat and death 
followed, they most certainly would have at- 
tempted it. It was generally understood, on 
the day before the trial, that the. idea of a res- 
cue was abandonedj andthe trial commenced, 
amidst gloomy presentiments and bligliteil 
hopes. After hours of quibbling and legal 
fencing, a jury was selected, by the crown, to 
convict. From the monient they went through 
the blasphemous process of swearing to give a 
tme verdict, John Mitchefs fate was sealed. 

I pass over the details, and come to the last 
act in the infamous drama, called his trial. 

The following account of the closing scene 
is not mine. Feeling inadequate to c|escribe a 
scene of which even a distinct recollection is 
exciting, I asked a friend who felt the deepest 
interest in the trial, to describe it. . With what 
he has written I entirely agree, save one sen- 
tence. He says that it was owing to the action 
of the council of the Confederation John Mitch- 
el's personal friends were allowed to be assault- 
ed, with imptiniiy, by tl>e police. I do not 
think so. With respect to llie dcci^^ion of the 



council, t feel boilnd to assume my share of its 
responsibility, although I yielded to it With the' 
utmost reluctance and regret. 

On the morning of Saturday, (he 27th May, 
1849, the court vas crowded to a greater excess 
than usual, even in those days. About the 
empty dock were the personal friends of Mr. 
Mitchel, those who agreed with htm, and those 
who did not. A little retired on either side 
sat John Martin and John Kenyon — in front 
were William H. Mitchel, brother of the pri- 
^ner, and his only relative in court, T. Devin 
Reilly, Thomas F. .Meagher, John B. Dillon, 
Mitchel Doheuy, Richard O'Gorman, Martin 
O'Flaherty (Mr. Mitchel's attorney), Charles 
O'Hara, and olliers whom we have forgotten. 

A little in advance, on the- left of the dock, 
were the stalls reserved duriug the sham trial, 
for the counsel for the defence. As yet they 
were only occupied by the junior ftdvocatea, 
Sir Coleman. O'Loghlen and John P'Hagau. 
The benches at the right of the dock, and 
nearer to the bench, reserved for the Attomey- 
Gen«nd and his retainers, were vacant. The 
Sheriff and his white stick occupied their box, 
and the galleries to the right and left were 
crowded with juryR^ii — thoM who *'faad doM 



th«ir basiaeqii" and tboae who vere eager for 
emplorineDt to do moxe. The bench of the 
judges held two empty chairs. And police of- 
ficers and other mercenaries, doited thickly 
over the court, "cQUcluded and set off the ar- 
nngements." 

An old man, low of stature* and stooped, 
passed through a side door, and walked slowly 
and decrepidty into the benches of the prison- 
er's foun<Kl. Whispers, and then applause 
from the galleries, .were heard and passed by 
him unheeded. .Quietly aod unostentatiously 
he moved to his seat — the junior advocates, 
end all the confedeMtes in the body of the 
court, rising and bowing to him in silence. It 
was the solitary Republican of the United Irish 
day, Robert Holmes, coming to discha^e his 
last duty to the great Republican of a younger 
century. 

The applause of the galleries was hushed by 
the crier's voice — "Silence t take off your 
hats;" and on the right Btalked in the gaunt 
figure of Janaes Henry Monaghan. Triumph, 
animosity, and fear marked his night-bird face. 
Even yet it was hoped the great opponent of 
his " government," whom by rascality alone 
t'e could convict, would strike his colors, and 
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Boefor mercy. Eren yet it was feared that a 
rescue woHld be attempted. How possibre the 
former was, the reader'may judge. The lat- 
ter was rendered impossible by the council of 
the Confederation, and the few who cherished 
the design in the council's des[rite, had attempt- 
ed an emeute the night previous, and were 
beaten and placed hors de combat. As Monag- 
han and his retainers entered, the red face of 
Lefroy oozed through the bench curtain*, and 
followed by the pale Moor, "the cibprt was 
seated." 

As yet the dock was empty', sare that the 
jailer of Newgate and his deputy occupied each 
a comer. There was dead silence. 

'' Jailer, put forward John Mitchel," said the 
official, whose duty is to make such orders. 

A grating of bolt? — a rustling of chains, were 
heard behind. The lew door- way at the back 
of the dock opened, and between turnkeys 
Mitchel entered. 

Ascending ihegtep^ to the front of the dock, 
kud liftmg, as he advanced, the glazed dark-cap 
he wore during his iiflprisonment, as gracefully 
as if he entei'ed a drawirtg-ioom, be took his 
stand in « &na but easy attitude. His a^^af 
auce was equally removed from bravado attA 
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fear. His featuiea, usually placid and psie, 
had a rigid clearness ^bout them that day, we 
can never forget. They seetQed, frotu their 
trsHSparency and fimmess, like some wondrous 
imagination of the artist's chisel, in which the 
marb^^ fancying itself human, bad begun to 
breathe. The eye was calm and bright — the 
mouth, the fe^ure round which danger loves 
to play, though easy, motlQnless, and with lips 
apart, had about.it an air of immobility and 
quiet scorn, which w^ not th^ effect of muscu- 
lar action, but of nature in repose. And in hi^ 
whole appeEutmce, features, attitude and look, 
there was a conscious pride and superiority 
over his opponents, which, though unpresum- 
ing and urbane, seemed to speak louder thad 
words — " I am the victor here to-day," 

He saluied quietly those friends about the 
dock he had not that day seen, conversing 
with one or two, and bowing to those at a dis- 
tance. He then directed his eyes to the court. 

After some preliminary foiins, Baroa Lefroy 
convpenced operations, by stating that he bad 
called on the base the first that morning, in or- 
der to give time for any application to be made 
in court .by, or on behalf of, the prisoner of the 
Cfown. ■ 



Agsin there was a silence of some miniitcs. 
The judges tooked at each other uiquiringty. 
The crown prosecutor watched the prisoncr'a 
counsel. Upon the prisoner himself alt other 
eyes were fixed. 

There was no reply^ 

"Business proceeded." The "Clerk of the 
Crowa" rising tj ask the usual question — "If 
Mr. ItUtchel had anything to say why judgment 
should not be pas^d upon himi" 

" I have," he answered and after a moment- 
ary look at judges, jury-box,, and sheriff, he 
slotfly continued. " I have to say that I hav« 
been tried by a packed jury — by the jury of a 
partisan sheriff — by a jury not empanelled, 
even according to the law of England. I have 
been found guilty by a packed jury obtained 
by d juggle — a jurj' not empanelled by a sheriff, 
but by a juggler." 

Here heVas interrupted by the sheriff rk- 
ing, and, in high indignation, claiming the pro- 
tection of the court. 

"That is the reason," continued Mitchel, 
"that is the reason- why I object to the sen- 
tence being passed on me." 

"That imputation," intwnipted Lefroy, 
"upoa the conduct efthe ^eriff I must pco- 
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noiince to ha most uim-anniiled and nnfooiid- 
ed." And ihis discriminating judge contiuned 
to show that the impMtation was so — conclud- 
ing wilh lliij asicrlion that the sheriif '• had 
done his duty in the case." Then without 
pau-'ing, he prccceJcd to the usual Jcctnrc, full 
of the liypocrilical cant with which British 
judges usually preface thtir awards, however 
infiinjoue. He olhided to ihe personal condi- 
tion yf Mr. ilitchcl, and expressed his regrets 
that^ l.ersun of such merits should he in such 
circumstances. Then having dilated on the 
enormity of the offence, he assured Mr. Mitchel 
that he had been found guilty of many heinous 
charges against tite Qqcen and the ImjHjrial 
Crown, and among lUhors, of fclonioiiKly intcnd- 
iig to levy war upon that gentlewoman, and 
that Ihe evideiice was furnished by the (rispn- 
er's Eulf. " How, therefore," he cootinufd, 
"you think yourself justified in ca'ling it llie 
verdict of a packed, jury, and thus imputing 
peijury to twelve of your couiUiymeu— delihei- 
ute and wilful pcjjury — "' 

"No,'' inlLTtujtiid the prisoner, "I did net 
impute perjiuy to the jury." 

"I understood," said the speaker on, the 
bench, "tha(ycu liad slated, inari'est- of judg- 



tncnt, that you had beea found guilty by a 
packed jury." 

"I did," was the reply. 

Kobett Holmes rose, dui^ng the judge's 
speech^ and said, " My lords, vi^ the greatest- 
respect, what I said was, that though he, might 
be statutably guilty,,he was Qot, in my opinion, 
morally guilty. I repeat that opinion now." - 

This avQwal,- so boldly and firmly made by 
the veteran R^Lpublicmi, was answered by ail 
the audience, not pensioned, with plaudits. 

Baron Lefroy would, say no more on that 
^tot, only that ^he court could not, Acquiesce > 
in a Hue of defence " wliich appeared to it very 
little short of, or amounting to, as objectiona- 
ble matter as' that for which tlie prisoner had 
been found guilty." 

"I," replied the aged advocate, "I am an- 
swerable for that under your act pi Parlia- 
ment," 

Loud applause followed. " Are- there no 
policemen in court?" shouted Baron Lefroy. 
The High SherUl' "had given striot orders," 
he said, " to have all removed who would in- 
terrupt." "Make prisoners of them," said the 
judge. " I wish you to understand," he coo- 
tiuued, slillfixcited,.aQd addreEsing.Mr. Mitchel, 
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who during these episode*, stood unitiof ed, 
"that we hare with the utmost anxiety, and 
with, a view to come to a decision upon the 
measure of punishment which it would be our 
duty to impose, postponed the passing ot sen- 
tence on yon until this morning." Then, hav- 
ing stated the various considerations whicli in- 
duced lam to believe that the punishment 
should be lenient, and the equally various con- 
siderations which induced him to believe the 
contrary, liiefroy concluded as foHows: "We 
had to consider all this — to look at the magni- 
tude of the crime, and to look also at the con- 
sideration, that if this were not the first case 
brought under the act, tiur duty might have 
obliged us to carry out the penalty it awards to 
the utmost extent; but, taking into considera- 
tion, that this is the first conviction uQderthe 
act — though the offence hai been as clearly 
proved as any offence under the act could be — 
the sentence of the court is, that yon be trans* 
ported beyond the seas for the term of four- 
teen years." 

' The listeners to the hyprocritical sentence 
which concluded Lefroy's speech, heard the 
sentence with astonishment and indignation. 
Mtr. MttchePBierely asked, apparently without 
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any astoflishment, if he mfght now address 
some remarks to the court. The leave asked 
was granted, and a silence still as death await- 
ed the prisoner. 

" The law," he said, in iiis usual manly tone, 
and unexcited manner, " the law has nowdone 
its part, and the Q.ueen.of England, her crowH 
- and government in Ireland are now secure — 
'pursuant to act of Parliament.' I haw> done 
my part, aljo. Three months ago, I promised 
Lard Clarendon, and his government in this 
country, that I would provoke him into his 
'courts of justice,' as places of this kind are 
called, and that I would force him publicly and 
notoriously to pack a jury against me to con- 
vict me, or etse that [ would walk out a free 
man from this dock to meet him m another 
field. 

"My lord, I knew I was setting my life on 
that cast ; but I warned him that, in either case, 
the victory, would be with me; and the vic- 
tory is with me. Neither the jury, nor the 
judges, nor any other man in this court, pre- 
sumes to imagine that it is a ciiatinal who 
stands in this dock,** 

He was interrupted with the plaudits of the 
auditory; and again contiaued: 

[.,:>! :l-.,C(K>tjl>J 
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'■ I \iix\-c licpt my '.vorI. I have sliowii what 
th;; i-'V iri liuiili; of ill IvtlaiKi. I liavc ^howii 
thill \i:'-i iiiiij'^'y's government su.slaiiis itself 
iii lri'!,;ml hy [iLickpii jiipice, by partisan jadgea, 
by i-fviiiic'l shciilis-' — ;.' 

iL-ic ho u;is iutoiTiijitod by .Lffroy, who 
said, " iho C'Uil could net sit there lo hear him 
arrr.i;;!! tlio jiiioi's of ihc country, the sheriffs 
oft-ic CKUiitry, liiB ;Klmir)istL-otioii of justice, 
t'lG tcjiiire by wiiich tha orovvii of England 
holJs liiat cc.uiit,-y. 'Vhn trial wiisoyer. -Every ^ 
tiiiit;.; liio ],ri.>iOiier Ii;ul to say pieviciis to ihe 
jiui;;m-jnfc,. liio co;i;t was roady lo hear, and did 
he;ir. Tiioy ccKild lioi suGol- !iim,(Mr. MitchcJ ) 
Ui ^nud at tint b:\r to rojoeat, very nearly, n re- 
pi-tit;n;i tjf till! cii'iiiieo, foi- whieb he had been 

SCillf.lL-.'J."' 

'■I will !i'.-t sLiy," Mr. Mitchel contimied, 
"aiivthi^i:; liinra. of lliat kind. But 1 say 

l,,>f.-..;,- a;rai;i ,i;itomijilod hiru, to the eiTcet 
thai, V. ii'iia ru'i'taiii linjits the prisoiicr might 

" ! U.wo arlo-'l,-' ho t! ten said, "I hsv,earted 
nil thr.TUiih tliiy .l>!i^iu;?s:(,--'ffoiii the first, iiiKlcr a 
stron;^ rioiiso i^t'd'ity. I do net regret aiiytiiiitg 
1 h;u-c doho, and I believe that the course 
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wliicli I have opened is only commenced- 
The. Roman," he cnntiimed. in one , of those 
hursts of eloquence, with which he used to 
electrify men, streichiijg foith bis cleiiohed hanij 
and ami, "tha Roman who saw his hajid bnrn- 
iiig to .ashes before the tyrant, premised Ihat 
three hiiiidred should follow out his enterprise- 
Can I net promise for one, for two, for three, 
aye' for huii(Jr«dsf" , , ' 

Jlere he poiuied to his friends, Reiiiy, -Mar- 
tiij, and Meagljer. A burst of wild enthusiasm 
followed — 

."Officer! officer! remove-Mr. Mitchel," was 
heard from- Lefroy. A rush wa? made on the 
dock, and the foreiflost ranks sprung from the 
galleries, with outstretched arms to vow with 
him too. The jndgea rushed in lerior frcni 
the bDiicbes — the turnkey* seized the liero,and 
ia^ scone of wild confusion he half walked, 
and vyas Iv'ilf ioTc^ through the low, dark 
door- W9^ in the rear,, waving his band in a 
qtiiet farewell. The bolts . grated, the gate 
slammed, and he was seen no more. 

Men stood in alfrighl, and . looked in each 
othofs' faces wcndomigiy. They had seen a 
Roman sacrifice in this Qiodt;rn wotld, and 
they were mute. 

[.,:>! :l-.,C(K>tjl>J 
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An hour elapsed — the Excited crowd had 
paiised away ; and the partisan judges, nervous 
and ill at ease, ventured upon the bench again. 

They were seated and seemed to be settling 
down to get through "business" as well as 
theycould, when Mr. Holmes, whose defence 
of Mr. Mitchel had been so offensive to them, 
rose. "My lords," he said, "I think I had a 
perfect right to use the language I did yesterday. 
I wish now to state that what I said yesterday 
as an advocate, I adopt to-day, as my own opin- 
ion. 1 here avow all I have said; and, per- 
haps, under this late act of parliament, her Ma- 
jesty's Attorney-General, if T have violated the 
law, may think it his duty to proceed against 
me in that way. But if I have violated the 
law in anything I said, I mtist, with great re- 
spect to the Court, assert that I had a perfect 
right to state what I stated ; and now I say in 
deliberation, that the serltiments I expressed 
with respect to England, and her treatment of 
this country, are my sentiments, and I here 
openly avow them. The Attorney-General is 
present — I retract nothing-^these are my well 
judged sentiments — these are my opinions, as 
to the relative position of Englond and Ireland, 
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and if I hare, as you seem to insinuate, viola- 
ted the law by stating those opinions, I now 
deliberately do so again. Let her Majesty's 
Attorney-XjJeneral do his duty to his govern- 
ment, I have done mme to my conntry." 

Such was the coiicfnsion of the trial of John 
Mitchel. The brother-jn-law and friend of Ro- 
bert Emtnett, the republican of our fathers' 
days, came to attest the justice of the republican 
of our own, and to vie with him in defying 
and scorning the inftm'ous laws of England. 

It is needless to say, that the EngUdi officials 
did not dare accept the challenge so nobly and 
defiantly Siing down before the very dock 
whence one victim had just been bonje. 

I feel templed'to add a wbrd oCvl scene that 
intervened, in which I took a part. When the 
Bheriff recovered his self-possession, he ordered 
several to be arrested ; among others, Mr. 
Meagher. The officer who seized him acted 
rudely and violently, which led to further con- 
fusion, and the exchimge of blows. 'At last Mr. 
Meagher and myself were secured and removed 
to prison. When order was restored, we were 
brought out before the court, and asked for an 
expression of regret. I answered, that having 
heard Mr. Mitdiel ezpiess, in tbe dock, senti- 
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menta in which I entpely^ concurred, I took- 
immediate occasion to mark my most distinct 
and emphatic approval. In doing this I bad no 
intention of an affront to the court. Butastc 
retract, or regret, no punishment, in the power 
of that or any other court to indict, would com- 
psl me to do either one or the other. 

Mr. Meagher repeated the same thing. We 
were then rcprimaiided and sentb^k. Soon 
after we were recalled, and upon motion of Mr. 
Dillmi, and Sir Coleman ' Lou ghl in, on behalf 
of Mr. Meagher, who stated that he would ex- 
press his regret for the contempt of court, but 
uothing else, we tvere both released, although 
I jiersistcd in refusing even to join in the ex- 
pression of regret made fw bul uot hy Mr. 
Mei^her. 

On the same day on which the above gcene 
took place, John Mitchel was borne in irons 
from the land of hislovQ, the wif&of his bosom,' 
and the children of his heart. 

Next in the list came Mr. O'Doherty, who 
-was put on his trial. "The jury,'! saya Mr. 
Doheny, "was of the stamp, usual in such 
cases in Ireland. But a paint of great impor- 
tance was raised by his counsel, as to the pub- 
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hshei's intentioH to commit the feloBj", which 
they insisted shoutd be proved, to bring hiscase 
within the provision of the (reason felony act. 
The court, composed of Chief Baron P(gct and 
Baron Pennefather, gave -an opinion favorable 
t© this ccKistructioD, and the jury refused to 
convict, for which the Castle Organ did not 
hesitate to pronounce them perjurors. Every 
one supposed and rejoiced that Mr. O'Doherly 
had escaped j but the vengeance of the Attor- 
ney-General was far fremuatisfied, and he had 
ample satisfaction on a future day. 

On the Itith of August, John Martin was 
placed at the bar, before the.same judges. The 
instincts of the official, e:&asperated by defeat, 
exerciseda keener vigilance in selecting a"jury; 
and one was finally sworn that did net disap- 
point his sagacity. They found a verdict of 
guilty without hesitation; but recommended 
the prisoner to mercy, which in that case was 
a distinct contradiction of iheir caths. The 
composition of the jury, and the character of 
the prosecution, will be best understood by a 
forusal of lIiQ subjoined speech. No higher 
proof could be given of his purity of piirpcse, 
elevaticB o^ sentiment, and goodness of heart. 
Oil the 19ih of August ho was called up to re- 



ceira sentence. He stood inth« spot, hallow- 
ed by the footprints of Robert Emmett and 
John Mitchel ; nor was the heart he brought 
to tlie same sacrifice less worthy than theirs. 
Upon his benevolent countenance, or stout 
heart, the appliances of'terror airound him had 
no effect. He stood unmoved and unawed, in 
the glorious coDScioDsness that he had fulillled 
his duty to his friend and to hisconntry. 

When asked what he had to say why sen- 
tence should not be passed upon him, he re- 
plied ; 

. "Mr Lords: — I have no imputation to cast 
upon the bench, neither have I anything of 
unfairness toward' myself to chaise the jury 
with. 1 think the judges desired to do their 
duty fairly, as upright judges and men, and 
that the twelve men who were put into the 
box, not to try, but to convict me, voted hon- 
estly according to their prejudices. 1 liaveno 
personal enmity against the sheriff, sub-sheriff, 
or any other gentleman connected with the ar- 
rangements of the jnry panel, nor against the 
Attorney-General, or any other person engaged 
in the proceedings called my trial. But; my 
lords, I consider I have not yet been tried! 
There have been certain formalities carried oH 
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here for three days, but I have not been put .up- 
on. my c&untry, according^ to the constitution 
tctidto exist in Ireland.' 

"Twelve 6f my countrymeo, 'indifferently 
chosen,' have not been put into the .jury-box 
to try me, hut twelve men, -who, I believei 
have been selected by the parties who repre- 
sent the crown, for the purpose of convicting, 
and not aUrying me. 

." Every person knows, that what I have sta- 
ted is the fact ; and I would represent to the 
judges, most respectftilly, that they, aa honora- 
ble judges, and as upright citizens, ought to see 
that the administration of ji^ice, in this coun- 
try, is above suspicion. I have nothing more 
to say with regard to the Icial ; but would be 
tliankful to the court foE permission to say afew 
words after sentence is passed." 

, Chief, Baron and Baron Pennefather. "No. 
We cannot hear-anything from you after sen- 
tence is pronounced." 

"Then, my lords, permit me to say, that ad- 
mitting the narrow and confined constitutional 
doctrines, which I have heard preached in this 
court, to be right, I am not guilty of the charge 
according to this act! In the article of mine, 
oH which tlie jury £raoied their verdict, which 
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VM^writteu in prison, and published in the last 
number of my paper, what I desired to do was 
this, to advise and eiieourage my countrymen 
to keep their amis ; becauee that is their iua 
lienable right, which no act of Parliament, rio 
prnclaraaticm can take away from them. It is, 
I repeat, t)ieir Inalienable right. I advised 
them to keep their arms ; and further, I advised 
thera to use -their arms in ttieir own defence 
against all assailants^-even assailants that 
might come to attack them lUiconstitutionally, 
and improperly, using- thfc Queen's name as 
their saoctioQ. 

■"My object in all my proceedings hae been 
simply to establish the independence of Ireland 
for the benefit of all the people oflretand — • 
noblemen, clei^^men, ju^es, professional men 
—in fact, all Irishmen. I sought that object 
first, because 1 thought it was our right; be- 
cause I thought, and thiuk still, national inde- 
peudence was the right of the peojde of this 
country. And secondly, I admit, that being a 
man who loves tetirement, I never would have 
engaged in politics did I not think it necessary 
to do all in my power to make an end <^ the 
horrible scenes the country presents— the pao- 
p3cism and st^ration, and crime, and vice, and 



the hatred of all classes against each other. I 
thought thevo should be an end to that horrible- 
system, which while it lasted, gave me no 
peace of mind, for I could not enjoy anything 
in nly country, so long as I saw my country- 
men forced to be yicioas, forced to hate eoCh 
other, and degraded to the level of paupers ^d 
brtites. This is the reason I engaged ia 
poKtics. 

" I acknowledge, as the solicitor-general has 
said, that 1 was but a weak assail^it of the En- 
glish power. ' I am not a good writer, and 1 am 
no orator. I hod only two weeks es-perieiice 
in conducting a newspaper ^ntil I was put into 
jajl. But I am satisfied to direct the attention 
of my countrymen to everything I have ever 
written, and to rest my character on a fair ex- 
amination of what I have pul forward as my 
opinions. I shall say nothing da vindication 
of my motives but this, that every fair and hon- 
est man, no matter how- prejudiced he may be, 
if h? calmly considers whati have written and 
said, will be satisfied that my motives were 
pure and honorable, J. have nothing more to 
say." 

The Chief Baron, in [^ssing sentence, allud- 
ed to the jury's ".reoommendatioa to mercy." 
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Mr. Martin. "I cm not condescend t© ac- 
cept mercy where I believe I hare been moral- 
ly right. I want justice, not mercy." 

He was then sentenced to ten yetu's' trans- 
portation. 

On two successive occasions, the jury em- 
panelled by the government, and carefully 
packed to serve their end, refused to convict 
Mr. O'Doherty. He was placed on his trial a 
third time, on the 30th of October, prosecuted 
with the same enduring inalignity, and a ver- 
dict of guilty, suspected to be the result of a 
fraud practised on the jury, was returned. Mr. 
Williams, who was joint proprietor of the Tri- 
bune, and jointly responsible, was acc^uitted, 
after a protracted trial on the 3d of November, 
the jury beingof opinion that although the arti- 
cles given in evidence were felonious, there 
was no proof to safisfy them that the proprie- 
tors, when publishing them, did so witha felon- 
ious intent. This distinction arose in conse- 
quence of the fair and candid construction of 
the felony act, givenby Chief Baron Pigot 
and Baron Pennefather, on'^Mr. O'Doherty's 
first trial, to the effect that the jury should be 
satisfied of the publisher's felonious intent; a 
construction which the present Judges Ctamp' 
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toa and Torrens would not dare to contradict. 
Notwithstanding this, just as the words, not 
guihy, were pronounced by the jury, in Mr. 
Williams' case, despite the most flagrant und 
audacious bullying of thebench, Mr. O'Doher- 
ty was called up for judgment Among all the 
martyr-band whom this year consigned to 
doom, not one behaved iiimsetf with truer or 
nobler heroism ; not one^ either, whose fate 
commands a deeper sympathy. Under thirty 
years of age, largely gifted, with most respect- 
able connections, a high place in society, bril- 
liant prospects, and so unoatentatioue in his 
enthusiasm, thckt it was only then his country 
heard of his devotion, and learned his worth ; 
there he stood with as lofty consciousness and 
as brave a heart as ever consecrated the.scaf- . 
fold, or the battle-^ain. 

Judge Crampton pronounced the sentence. 
Nature has supplied his lordship with charac- 
teristics of countenance admirably belitling 
such a scene. Had he been only elevated to 
the kindred office of actual executioner, he 
woQld have been spared the expense of a mask ; 
for without it, no one could look into his eyes. 
Of course, he was teeming with compassion 
aud regret, which jointly resulted in a sentence 
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of transportation for tEKTEAnff. Mr. O'Doher- 
t7, who stood unmoved, after a few prelimina- 
ry observations in refetence to the UHfairnesg 
of hia trial, spoke as follows : 

Mr. O'Doherty, — " I would feel nnicli ob- 
liged if your lordship Woiild permit me to men- 
tion a few more words with reference to my 
motives throughout this affair. I had but one 
object and purpose hi view, I did fee! deeply 
for the sufferings and privations endured by my 
feltow-countrymen. -I did wish, by all means, 
consistent with a manly and honorable resis- 
tance, to assist in putting an end to that suffer- 
ing. Itisvery true,andl willconfess it, that I 
desired an open resistance of the people to that 
government, vhich, in my judgment, entailed 
thess sufferings upon them. I have used the 
words open and honorable resistance in order 
that I might refer tCLone of the articles brought 
in evidence against me, in which the writer 
suggests such things as Jlinging burning hoops 
on the soldiery. My lords, these are no senti- 
ments of mine. I did not write that article. 
I did not see it or know of it until 1 read it 
when published in the paper. But 1 did not 
bring the writer of it here on the table. Why ? 
I knev that if I were to do so, it would be on- 



ly handiiig him over at. the court-house doors 
to what one of the witnesses has very, properly 
call^ the fangsof ihe Attorney-Genera!. With 
respect to myself I have no fears. I trugf I 
vill be enabled to bear my sentence with aU 
the forbearance duo to what I believe to be 
the opinion of-twelve conscientious enemies to 
me* and LwIlL bear with due patience the 
wrath of the gorernnient whose mouthpiece 
they were; but I- will never cease to deplore 
the destiny that gave me birth in this country, 
and compeiledme, aa an Irishman, to receive 
at your hands a felon's doom for discharging 
what I conceived, and what I stiU conceive, to 
be my duty," 

Mb. Smith O'Brien', is another name that 
fills the breast of an Irishman with enthnsidsm 
and we give below a short account of his trial, 
with that of his illustrious comrades, from the 
same work quoted above : 

The 6th of August was the date of Mr, 
O'Brien's' arrest ; the 13th of August that of 
Messrs. Meagher and. O'Donohoe, and the ?th 
of September fliat of Mr. MeJIanus. Mr. 
O'Brien was taken at the ThtirleS station 
house; Messrs. Mcaglirrand ODonohoe, near 
Rathgannon, on the road between Glonoulty 
IS 
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and Holy-cross, about five miles &om Thurles, 
and McMatius on board the ship N. D. Chase, 
in the bay of Cove, on the 7th of September, 
They wore each conveyed to Eilraainham jail, 
is the first instance, where they renmined until 
irithin s few days of ttje opening of the special 
comm'issioD at Clonmell. This took place on 
Thtiraday, the 21sl of Sept., whCTi the bills 
■were found, but six days Tvere allowed to Mn 
O'Brien and the-rest of the prisoners, to penisb 
the indictment, with copies of- which they 
were respectively fiimisihed. On Thursday, 
the 28th, the trial of Mr. O'JSrien commenced ; 
that of Mr. McManus on the 9th of October ; 
that of Mr. O'Donohoe on the 13th, and ' that 
of Mr. Meagher on the 16th. 

Jilriea were empaniitelled, in each case, from 
■whose prejudice and bad faith, verdicts for 
high treason were expected, even thoitgh the 
CTidence only sustained acharge of cominon 
assault. Roman Catholics- were, in the first 
instance, scrupulously excluded ; but ^ler the 
two first verdicts, one or two were admitted, 
updn whose weakness of character, or genteel 
aspirations, the government might safely rely. 
It isbnt jft^itifp tn r:n\-, tlKil j-cc'-.nJi/ig to the 
law e.xpotinded by the bench, and tlie evidence 
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given on (he tabli, €iny other verdiol' was not 
to be expected. , Bnt S Jury "dMefently coin- 
posedj a jury of EngUahinen, "with their Coun- 
try, their liberties, and their lives, periled to 
the last estrtmity by^ misgoTemmeht and 
mdadtninistration of law, would have spumed 
the law and the evidencCt and relied on the 
great fundamSntal rights of humanity so fla- 
grantly outraged by the government that then 
appeared as prosecutors. 

' The -scene presented by Clonmell excited 
miich public surprise". Newspaper correspon- 
dents magnified the sull^ gloom that prevail- 
ed, into popular apathy or national cowardice, 
as suited the btent or purpose of their, employ- 
ers. The truth was, thepeople ex hibitei^ dur- 
ing the trial, a decent and respectfitl forbear- 
ance. Empty parade, or vociferous sorrow, 
would only "mocjt the lofty purpose of the suf- 
ferers; and besides, the mortification which 
rankled in the public heart was too deep for 
utterance. The hopes ofthe people liad been 
dashe(f, and they were stuniied and stupefied 
bytheirTalt." But so far from being apathetic, 
nightly assemblages were held to consider if, 
even in that extremity, something was not yet 
possibly to be dom. 



But, if there W9i^ a ciioy of popidar indifierr 
eoce on th^ Streets, the court hoase presented 
a very different _ spectacle. There, everything 
manife&led aH intense hUtein^s of purpose ; 
the eourt, cgmpesed of the two most unscrupa- 
lous partisans, (Chief Jusltces Blackbourne, and 
Dohetty;)- and the'weakest or falsest political 
coBvert, (Mr. Justice Maore,) Gimulated the 
uncontrollable cnjotions which an overweening 
loyalty awoke in the bosom oftbeCalholic-At- 
tomey-GeneraL So far were their lordships 
swayed by the iipirjt orimitativenessj that t^w 
most polished speakers, mistaking the incoher- 
ent j^gop of the official f^x the ta*ken "utter- 
ance of overwrought zeal, and shocked royalty, 
mimicked his distempered language as the only 
befitting medium of exptessij^n for distUFbed 
feelings euchastheirs. The simplestajid most 
usual Oicilfties accord^ to murderers aad pick- 
pockets, on their trial wetB rudely denied th£ 
counsel for the defence. The principles of 
law, rect^uized in Erigland-a^ sacred, were 
scouted from the benclj, and" the faree of trial 
proceeded tlvough its different stages to the 
fioal denouemont,. with perfect reguliuity, 
every one performing the part BEsighed him 
with unerring'ticctiracy. 
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Of ^6 ihlKpH ability i^lch Etraggled' 
Bgi^st tbis feuM combiuatiim of bigotry, pre^ 
judice, Eind passion,- al the bar, pA the bench, 
andinthebox, Ido not purpose ta speak here. 
But I woHl'd'he Unfaithful to my Itust, and on- 
just to the lar^ beroiwi, if Idid'aot record the 
fortitude ^id'fidelity.of O'Ponnell, ftom "whom 
tb« menacesof the crown, orths frown of the 
bettchjcould not wring dne wsird of evidence. 
&i fbr^niatymau', this 'would be SfngXilax iir- 
tiefadity; but crnmiBStflneeaas O'Donnellwas, 
it amounted to a 4«rDan Tirttie. ' On^ broths' 
of his, a doctor, wfis in jail at Liverpool, charg- 
ed with political felcny j another was hunted 
thtot^h the country, and another was jn'irons, 
invited in' the same charge as the illustrious 
accused ; for them ajl "he could oomnmad hia 
o«B temis, foE nmch-depeaded on his testi- 
mony; but though .doom frere upori' them, 
and a 'word of hie could avert it, he refused to - 
apeak. - -Honor tie his'. His integrity alinost 
ciuicelled thesbameaudd^i'Icnesscif ttuue ^b- 
aetrdus times. 

J can add- nodiing to tba testimony thato»- 
tebtished the fortitude, matdiaess, and dignity 
of the pciscnerSj as bf yo&d precedent or exam- 
ple. That Uieir bearing, tme and all, was truly 
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ooble, frieDcis and fow took {ffide ia atUetlng.* 
It wasasolenuiaD^aglpHsu? sight; dud otea, 
through all time,. wiU turn to that Cloaoiel- 
dock, to leaia the inestiOiable and impenshabls 
value o£ sincere and lofty .toBTietions, and a 
truly heroic souk . 

Of the -Speeches that follov, it viH l>e ^jserv:*. 
ed that Mr. O'Briea's naa delivered before the. 
fate ofhis cnnrades was kuowa. No man-had 
ever greater ueed pf ,viQdiealiag otheisifiiot 
him^lf. No man ^ver .possessed io a higher 
degree -th^ capacity and s^^ngth to d{> so. He 
was satisfied it wa? the last o^oftuuity hg 
would ever hare on ear4b for expiaa^ion.- 
Yet, last aay ^entimeat of his might iojurioasly 
afiiect those that we^ then, oi might thereaf- 
ter be OQ their tti^, ihe fbfebore to as^eti th6 
priociplefi. of whicb be was there the - martyr, 
and of wiiicb he was mote ~tlum ever pioud. 
It was- to the same. :unsel&^ seiitiawnt be 
yielded, wben consentiag to wy, " twt'guilty^" 

*Tbe followiDg IB from £b« Freemhn'ii JOiunal. As emi- 
nent Qseea'B caumel, wko was present during tba avful 
ordeal, was heard to giie utterance to a seatinient sotruth- 
fdMy graphic tbat to r«eord it-itf ftjll:— " Wall," s^S Iw. 
bb e;ea full and liis couoteiHUiae.Quehed with ewotian.^ 
"DeverwaB tbers neb a Meoe — nevta meh tmehetoiBm' 
dit[>li^cd befora. Bmmett -tai <it^ndd,^ui4~*ll JKto- 
bined did not come Dt* to Aat — m d£nified, so calm, so 
bvroiei HXiahMo^ * - . . 



to a cliarge he would have felt the i-icatest 
glory iuavowiag. 

I despair of conveyiiig, to my readers an 
adeqtude ^dea of Che gloom and horror of the 
scene in whic^ those iiutnorital words were 
spoken. Deathj near and terriMe,"was in the 
future. The recollection of ten days' infamy 
peopled the presejU with ghastly images o£ 
evil. Tiadictiveiiess inexorable glared froia 
the bench. .. The dust around the feet of the 
speakers was lade^ with guiU. It woald-not 
rise to the briskest breeae, beneath the cleart 
est sky, in light summer air, so heavy had. the 
tread of murder been upon it. And oh, to think 
when they closed their eyes upon this world, 
what deeper death they left their cotuitry. . . 
. . . . . Will no day of vengeasce come, 
<ih God! . . . . ..... 

One of those benefits of tlie British cdnstitu- 
tion, which excites the mortal envy of benight- 
ed "surrounding nations," is this, that the law, 
lies to the face of death, in the usual question 
addressed to the condemned : " whether he had 
anything to say why sentence efdeeUh and exe- 
cution should not bep9ssed upon him ?" when 
the most-conclusive rea&oiis that ever innocence 
had to offer would be worse than vain. Oa 
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the morning of the 9tli of October, 1848, this 
barbaroug mockery was addressed to" William 
S. O'Brien, aiid he answered thus: 

Mr. O'BRiEn — "My lords, it is not my in- 
tention to enter into ftny vindication of my con- 
duct, however much I might have desired to 
avail myself of this opportunity of so doing. 
I am perfectly satisfied with the consciousness 
that I have performed my duty to my country 
-^Ihat 1 have done Oiiiy that which, in - my 
opinion, it was the duty of .every Irishman to 
hSve done, and I am now prepared to abide 
the consequences of having performed my duty 
to my native land. Proceed' Tirtth your sen- 
tence." (Cheers in the gallery.) 

On the morning of the 33d' of the samo 
month, the same formula was repeated' to 
Terence BellewMcMamis, Patrick O'Donohoe, 
and Thflmas Francis Meagher, Who replied 
respectively as follows : 

Mr. M'Manus— "My lords, 1 trust I am 
enough of a ChrisliEin an'd enough of a man to 
understand theawfnl responsibility of the ques- 
tion that has 1jeen put to me. ■ My lords, stand- 
ing on this niy native soil^standjng in an Irish 
court of jwBtice, and beforfi the Irish nation — 
I have much td say why sentence of dcathj or 
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tlie sentencfl of the law, should not be passed 
upon me; But, my' lords, on entering -thia 
court, I placed my Itfe, and what is of much more 
importance to me— ^y honor — in the haod^ of 
(wo advocates ; and, my lords, if I had ten 
thous^d lives, '{uid ten thoufiand honors, I 
would be Qceitent to pl'^ce them uoder tlia 
watchful .and- the gloriqus genius oj the one, 
abd the high legal ability of the other. My 
-lords, I am content. In that regard I have no- 
thing to say. But Thave a word to say,- which 
no advocate, however anxious, can utter, for 
me. ITiavethis to say, my IobSs, that what- 
evwr part I Mhy have taken through any strug- 
gle for my country's independence; whatever 
part- 1 may have acted in that short career ; 1 
stand before your lordships now with a free 
heart, and witha-light conscience, ready to 
abide the 'issue of your -sentence. And now, 
my lordSr perhaps this is the fittest titiie that I 
might put one sentiment on record, and it is 
this: Standing as I do between this dock and 
the scaffold ; it may be now, or to-morrow, or 
itmay be never ; But whatever the result may 
be., I h^e this sentiment te put on recaid- 
That in any part I have taken,..! have not been 
actuated by animosity to Englishmen. For I 
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hnre spent seme of the happiest and most pros- , 
peroHs days of ray life there ; and in no part 
of my career have I been actuated by enmity 
io Englishmen, howerer much I ma.y have 
felt the injustice of English lule in this island. 
My lords, I have nothing more to say. It is 
not for having loved EMgliftitf less, hut for hav- 
ing loved Ireland more, that I stand now be- 
fore you."' 

Mr. O'Donohoe confined himself to a few 
words concernhig his , trial, . 

Mr. Meaoher. — "My lords, it is my inten- 
tion to say a few words only, I desire that 
the last act of a proceeding which. has occupied 
so much of the public time, should be of short 
duration. , Nor have 1 the indelicate wish to 
close the dreary ceremony of a State prosecu- 
tion with a vain display of words. Did I fear 
that, hereafter, wheri I- shrill be no-more, the 
country I have tried to serve would think ill of 
me, I might indeed avail myself of this solemn 
moment to vindicate my sentiments and my 
conduct, But I ha\e ho such fear. The coui^- 
try will judge of those sentiments and that 
conduct in a light far diSerent from that in 
which the jury by whichi have . been convic- 
ted have viewed them; and by the country, the 



sentence- whicliyoa, mylorcIS, Sie abouttofrb- 
nounce,'wiir teremeiabered only &S the severe 
and «olemQ attestation of my rectittidoaDd trilth. 
Whatever be the langnage in -whichthat sentence 
bespoken, Ikno^ that my fat&will-meet witft 
sympathy and that my memory will be honor- 
ed. In- speakingthua, accuse irie not, triy to'rds, 
of an iodecorous presumption. To tb^ effo'rts 
I have made in ajustand noble canse, I ascribe 
no Tain -importance — nor do I claim for those 
efforts any h^h reward. But it so haippens, ■ 
and^t will ever happen so, Aat they -who have 
tried to serve their country, no matter how 
wfiakthe effort may have been, are Sure to re- 
ceive the-thanksand the blessings of its people. 
With' my country, then, I leaVe mymemrry — 
my sentiments-^my acts— proudly feeling that 
they require no vindication from me this day. 
A jury of fny coufitrymen, it "is true, haVe ' 
found me gailty of the crime of which I stood 
indicted; For this 'I eritertafn hot the sligTitest 
feeling' of resentment toward" them. Infla- 
enced as they (nust have be«n Uy the charge 
of the Lord Chief jTiStice, they could ha*e 
found no other verdict. What of that' charge ? 
Any strong observations on' it, I feel sincerely, 
■would ill befi* the solemnity of this scene; bat 



1 Toukl «canestly beseech of yoo, i^y tbrd-^ 
you, who pceside on that bench— when Uie 
paesioos and the }H«judices of this hour bare 
passed anray, to appeal to yoiu conscience, and 
ask of it was your chaise as it ought to bars 
been, impartial and indifferent bet vem the sub- 
ject 9nd th« crown, JUyloidS] you may deem 
this language unbecoming in me, and perhaps 
it miy seal my fiite. But I am here to speak 
the truth, whalerejr it may. cost. I am here to 
regret jiothisgl have ever done — to retntct n*- 
thing I have «ver said. I am here to cravej 
with no lying lip, the life I conseerate to the 
Ubertyof my country. FarfrtHuit: even here 
— here, where the thief, the libertine, the 
marderer, hare left their footprints in the du^ i 
here, on this spot, where the shadows of death 
surround me, and from whi<^ I see my early 
grave in an unanointed soil opened to receive 
me — even here, encircled by these tenors, the 
hope which has beckoned me to the periloiis 
sea upon whipbl.have b^en wrecked^still con- 
soles, animates, enraptures me. Nc(, I do not 
despair of my poor old country, her peace, ber 
liberty, bet glory. For that country I can do 
no more than bid h^r hope. To lift this is- 
land up— to make her a heneiact9r to hiunani- 
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ly, l»ste«l«f being the meflfiast b^gar in Ae 
worlds — to restore to hef her native powers and 
her ancient CMistituti&n — tbia has beea my 
aznbitiDii, and this ambition has been my 
crime. Judged by the law of Englanij, I know 
this crime entails the penalty of death ; bnt the 
history of Ireland exp}atns this crime,' and jus- 
tifies it Judged by that history, I am: no 
primin^-r-you (addressing Mr. M'Manus.) are 
no criminal^you (flddre«ing Mr. Donohoe) 
are tio criminal — I deeeEve no punishment — ■ 
we deserve no punishment. Judged by that 
history) Uie treason of which I ^nd oraricted 
loses all its guilt, is sanctified as a duty, will 
be ennobledcos a sacrifice. With these senti- 
ments, my lord, I await the sentence of the 
"Court.' Having done what I felt to "be-my 
duty-having spoken what I felt to be the 
troth, as I have done on every other occasion 
of my rfjort career, I now bid farewell to the 
country ofmy birth, my passion, e&d my d^th 
— the country whose misibrtunes have invok' 
ed my sympathies — whose focttons I ' have 
sought to still — whose intellect- 1 htve prompt- 
ed to a lofty aim — whosefVeedoH) has been my 
fata) dream. I offer to that country, as a proof 
of the love I bear het, and the sincerity with 
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whidi I thtK^bt, anclflpofee, and stnig^lvd for 

bet fnedom — the life of a young -heart, and 
with that life, all the hopes, the honors, the 
eodeauHents, of- a happy and aa honorable 
home. ProBoance then, my lords, the sea- 
tence which the law directs, and I will be pre- 
pared to he« it. I trnst I shall be prepared to 
meet, its execution. I hopetobe aWe, with-a 
pure he»«t and perfect c^nnpo^ute, to appear be- 
fiwea higher tribunal — a tribunal where a 
Judge of infinite goddnees, as well as of justice, 
will preside, and where, iny lords,- many — 
many of the judgments of this wodd will be 
reversed." 

-The sentence of the Court was then pro- 
nounced, as it had been previously on Mr. 
O'Brien. It was In the followiog words : 

," That seotence ia, that you Terence Bellew 
M'Manus, you Patrick ODonohoe, and you 
Thomas Fruicls Meaghct, be takeft heUoe to 
the place frem wheace you eatne, and be 
thence, drawn -on -a hurdle to the pTace of exe- 
cuticm ; that each of you be there hanged by 
the neck until you are dead, aud that afterward 
the -head of each of you shall be severed from 
the body, and. the body of each divided into 
four quartersr to be ^i^sed of u htf Majesty 
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